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THE SUBSTANCE OF A CONFERENCE | 
, BETWEEN THE |: Bo Pica 


REV. THOMAS PENTYCROSS, M.A. AND THE HON. DR, DRUMMOND, 
“LORD ARCHBISHOP OF YORK. — eg 


Mn. Pentycross may be classed with that important body of cle » who were 
brought forth to preach the Gospel faithfully in the Established Church thtough the 
abundant labours of the early Calvinistic Methodists. He was born of pious parents in 
1748, received bis grammar:learning at Christ’s Hospital, and completed his pro- 
fessional education at Pembroke College, Cambridge. In that university he became 
acquainted with Messrs. Decoetlogon, Simpson, Rowland Hill, and a few. other 
students, who, possessed of geiiuine piety themselves, were zealously devoted to its 
propagation amongst others. : 

This spirit led some of them to commit fearful irregularities, in holding meetings for 
prayer and preaching, at which Mr. P. not only attended, but also took a part.in the ex- 
ercises. This brought upan him college censures, and, the earnest expostulations of his 
friends, who exhorted him to be a regular and consistent member of the church, Though 
he submitted most dutifully to’ this disciplime, yet it appears his conduct was not for- 
gotten: when ‘he applied for ordination to the Archbishop of York. The refasal he 
teceived on that occasion Jed him to recerd the substance of the conference, ‘a copy of 
which he sent to the eminently pious and philanthropic John Thornton, Esq. of Clapham, 
who was the friénd and peiroe of all men, : 

From the letter which accompanied it, dated January 10, 1771, it appears he had 
obtained ordination ‘from some Other prelate, and that he was licensed to'a curacy ; for 
heremarks, ‘‘ I am mere-and more convinced that the divine-hand was in my rejection 
by the Archbishop. ‘The Gospel could not have been sent to a.more unenlightened 
part of the kingdom, I believe, than to Horley, near Reigate. All that prudence and 
regularity can conscientiously do, I shall think it ‘my duty to submit to, to preserve 
and: promote the Gospel there. “The Ye pare secretly made‘ to it; must be expected, 
The same causg, in like-ciroumstancés; will produce the sameeffects.” °°. 

We doubt not, but: the conference wijl entertain and instruct’ our readers; and 
Mr. P.’s closing reflections deserve the notice alike of Churchmen and . It 
may be necessary to add, that these papers are tran from the original’ documents 
once in the possession of Mr: Thérnton.”' >? © mesh Be ; 

Mr. Pentycross occupied the fiving: of: St: Mary’s, Wallingford, in 1774, which he 
retained till his decease, in 1808. * Sinsh. “lo clotegm tata v 

: ° . ke” 7 ea ig iit OS sme : 
“WELL, Sir,” said his Grace ffs stand ‘you, Sir; what do you 
han a free agent?” “«"Yés,*miy mean by the illumination of the 
Lord, perfectly so,” was‘my an- Holy Spirit?” «‘ My Lord, it is 
swer.—“ Are we, then, by our na- just that to the spiritual world, 
tural faculties able to understand which the light of the sun is to the 
the Scriptures and our duty?” natural; all the objects are pre- 
“Yes, my Lord,” I replied, “if sent to be seen, we only want light 
we have the illumination of the to see them by.”—Abp. “ T can’t 
Holy Spirit."—« I can’t under- understand you, Sir; I declare I 





— 
* For a more full view of his life, the reader is referred to the Evangelical Magazine, 
Vol. xvi. xvii. pp. 171, 453, 497. 
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can’t, indeed.” ‘‘ Why, my Lord, 
the Apostle speaks the same lan- 
guage; the eyes of your understand- 
ing being enlightened, is the very 
expression.”—Abp. ‘« This is a de- 
tached sentence, Sir; what was 
the occasion of the Epistle, and 
to whom it was written, should be 
considered. It belongs to Gentiles 
converted from idolatrous igno- 
rance to the light of Christianity, 
and not to persons already made 
Christians.” ‘“ My Lord, I hum- 
bly apprehend the state of Gentiles 
and Christians to be the same by 
nature, both alike ignorant of God 
as to any saving purpose, and 
alike enemies to God: as it is 
written, the carnal mind—of Jew 
or Gentile, it matters not—the 
carnal mind, in abstract, is enmity 
against God.”—Abp. ‘ See there, 
now; there is another: detached 
sentence; and to prove things by 
detached sentences is equal to 
finding one word here and another 
there in a book, and so forming 
a sentence to our purpose. Pray, 
Sir, who was the Apostle writing 
to?” ‘To the believing converts 
at Rome, my Lord?” —*“ And 
what was his design?” said the 
Archbishop ; “ look into the first 
of Romans; read what he says 
upon natural conscience accusing 
or excusing them, and by dis- 
obedience to which they became 
guilty.” ‘‘ True, my Lord, both 
Jews and Gentiles are here proved 
guilty; and this being done, the 
Apostle proceeds to show them 
God’s method of salvation, leaving 
his Epistle as a standing rule of 
faith and practice to all Christians 
throughout the world for ever.” 
Here we debated on the subject 
of natural conscience, while I 
argued in defence of the Spirit’s 
wee and light; adding with- 
al, that my opinion concerning the 
operations was not such as agreed 
with real enthusiasm, but could be 
explained on the principles of rea- 
son: for I saw the judgment of 
God due to my sins, and (what 









was rational) sought ‘for deliver. 
ance from it; and before T was 
thus converted, if I am converted, 
I yielded to every temptation that 
came in my way with suitableness 
and opportunity : but ever since 
I have been uniformly endeavour. 
ing at least to be pious; and that 
wherever I have been since, [ 
have left behind me at least a 
spotless moral character.—“ Ay, 
Sir,” said the Archbishop, “ you 
are weakly and_tender-nerved, 
easily imptessed: this may ac- 
count for your imaginary conver- 
sion by terror to piety; though I 
do believe you are.a well-disposed 
youth, yet mistaken. Indeed, re- 
specting the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, I believe myself 
nemo vir magnus sine lumine: but 
then God’s grace is given to all.” 
“True, my Lord, common te- 
straining grace is, but not super- 
natural grace, making all that have 
it good and holy and wise to salva- 
tion.”——Abp. “« Why, Sir, it is said 
God giveth his Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him.” ‘ Yes, my 
Lord, to them that ask him; but I 
believe none do ask, but who are 
taught to ask by the Holy Spirit.” 
—Abp. ‘‘ What, Sir, you think I 
suppose as Lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury did, who could not publish 
his book without a manifestation 
from the Holy Spirit.” « No, my 
Lord; there is such,a thing as 
enthusiasm rightly so called ; his 
own natural faculties might have 
informed him whether. the book 
was likely to do good.”—The 
Archbishop went on, and said, 
there had been such enthusiasts 
as I was from Montanus’s time 
down to the present day! How 
did they act in our country! The 
meek, said they, are to inherit the 
earth: now are we the meek; 
therefore we'll knock you all on the 
head. ‘Oh! my Lord, this con- 
duct I utterly disapprove; and 
whatever offers itself as a dictate 
from God, not conformable to rea- 
son, ought to be rejected, in my 
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inion; because this would be to 
make God contradict himself, in 
telling us one thing by that dic- 
tate, and the contrary by reason, 
which is his gift and dictate also.” 
—Here the chaplain interposed— 
“ My Lord, you should consider 
how many there are already of 
this stamp, in the western part 
of your diocese in particular.”— 
Abp. “ Sir, let me ask you a 
question. Take one of my ser- 
vants, the postillion, for instance ; 
let him do his duty to God, to me, 
to his family, and the like; what! 
would you go and say to such an 
one, that he has not the Holy 
Spirit, and therefore it is all of no 
purpose?” ** No, my Lord; I 
would ask him from what prin- 
ciple he did these things ; if from 
aright principle, I would say he 
had the Holy Spirit..—* And 
suppose ‘he had not the Holy 
Spirit, what would you go and 
him?” “ My Lord, I would 

tell him to wait upon the Lord 
till he had the Holy Spirit.”— 
“ Ay, wait upon the Lord! this 
is one of your cant phrases. But 
upon what principle would you 
have him work? Is not a soldier 
doing his duty in mounting a 
breach? and the mechanic serving 
God at his business?” <‘‘ My 
Lord, they may, and they may 
pot, I apprehend; for persons 
may be sober, honest, and steady, 
in performing all the externals of 
duty, from a principle of con- 
venience or necessity. For instance, 
no one will deal with him who is 
not honest: and something similar 
may be said of all the rest. Thus 
it suits men to be virtuous.”— 
“ Well, Sir,” said his Lordship, 
“for my part I can conceive no 
one acting upon a higher prin- 
ciple than because God has com- 
manded any thing.” ‘‘ But, my 


Lord, there are so many lurking 
bye-ends that induce us to action, 
that if pure love and affection to 
God be not in our obedience, and 
the spring of it, it is no obedience 
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at all. For our Saviour says,- 
on these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets, viz. 
love to God and to man. And 
to this agrees the first prayer in 
the Communion Service, next the 
Lord’s Prayer.”—** I know what 
you mean,” replied his Lordship, 
‘in that prayer; but for my part 
I can’t understand any higher obe- 
dience than that of doing God’s. 
commandments: though this is 
just the way some French writers 
talk about the love of God being 
the only principle of obedience ; 
Madam Bourignon, and the rest.” 
** Why, my Lord, it is the prin- 
ciple alone that constitutes moral 
actions good or bad. Two men: 
(suppose) each drop a shilling’ 
into a poor person’s hand: the- 
one does it from a principle of 
true pity and affection to His fel. 
low-creature in distress, and the 
other” ——“‘ Ay, I know what you 
mean, from a principle of ostenta- 
tion,” says the Archbishop. “ Yes, 
my Lord, and the difference .of 
principle makes the same physical 
action in both to be a virtue in one : 
and a vice in the other. And in- 
deed, my Lord, this is the. strain 
of our Chureh Articles. Oh!-my 
Lord, (opening the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer on the thirteenth 
article, as it lay on the table,) 
here is the very thing I have been 
saying, in the very words: ‘ Works 
done without the grace of Christ, 
and before the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, have in them the na- 
ture of sin.’ This relates exactly 
to what we have been discussing 
in the supposed case of your 
Lordship’s postillion; to whom I 
would only say, Sir, you have 
works! Now, mark! if those 
works are done before the grace 
of Christ and the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, they have in them 
the nature of sin. This is all, my 
Lord, I would say to your ser- 
vant.”—Abp. ‘‘ Well, Sir, I know 
plainly the whole system you 
embrace, full of things which J 
3T 2 
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can’t understand.” ‘* My Lord, 
if you do not understand, it is 

thaps because I don’t speak 
clearly ; but if I do not, my whole 
meaning lies in the Articles.”— 
Abp. “‘ But you do not take the 
Articles in their true sense.” ‘«‘ My 
Lord, the Act of Parliament pre- 
fixed to them directs us to under- 
stand them in the plain, literal, 
grammaticul sense.”—* Ay, the 
Act. of Parliament, the Act of 
Parliament ; I don’t care for the 
Act of Parliament. I appeal to 
the Scriptures.” «So do I, my 
Lord.” But your Scriptures are 
detached sentences.” ‘‘ My Lord, 
indeed, upon examination, my 
sentiments will be found to accord 
with the tenor of Scripture.”— 
Abp. “Sir, you should study the 
attributes of God and the nature 
of man, and then you wiil judge 
otherwise.” ‘‘ My Lord, it might 
be proved that these things agree 
to both.”— That I deny,” an- 
swered: his Grace. ‘* But pray, 
Sir, how is a man to be saved? by 
doing as ‘ much as he can, and 
trasting to the merits of Christ for 
the rest?” ‘* No, my Lord; I 

prehend man’s imperfect obe- 
dience has no. hand in his salva- 
tion, and that according to such 
a scheme no one would be saved, 
because no one does as well as 
he can; but the righteousness of 
Christ imputed to me, and appre- 
hended by faith, is, in my opinion, 
the alone cause of our justifica- 
tion,” -——< a Sir; gently over 
the stones. The righteousness of 
Christ. imputed to a man! only 
think a moment where that tends: 
then I shall want no righteousness 
of my own.” “ Oh! my Lord, 
this is the perversion, not the ten- 
dency of doctrine: the faith 
. that apprehends it is nothing at 
all but a delusion, if it produce 
not good works. But would your 
Lordship only take the pains to 
inquire concetning the persons 
who entertain this doctrine .of 
Christ’s imputed righteousness, in 





any parish of the diocese, 

would be found the most pious 
and godly people there.”—« That 
I deny,” said his Grace, with ap 
emphasis truly logical. His Grace 
also objected to these’ serious men 
in neglecting their business to run 
after preaching ; to which I an- 
swered, that this was not acting 
in @ manner necessary to their opi- 
nions, but contradictory to them, 
for which they were reprehensible; 
and as far as they are under the 
influence of their religious prin- 
ciples, they will mind their secular 
business from considerations of 
duty. Finding his Grace still 
averse to ordaining me, at length 
I laid one hand on the Prayer- 
Book, and raised the other di- 
rectly before his Lordship, with 
this application: ‘‘ My Lord, I 
now formally and solemnly re- 
quest your ——- as the head 
and guardian of a church of which 
these are articles of faith, to admit 
me a minister of that church, upon 
believing them.”— Abp. “ Oh! no! 
no! no! Sir; that’s rather too 
much; that’s telling me my duty, 
Sir, you know Mr. Hill of Cam- 
bridge, don’t you?” ‘ Yes, my 
Lord.” —** And used to attend his 
conventicles?” ‘* Not as conven- 
ticles, my Lord.” —*‘* For what pur- 
pose then?” ‘ My Lord, I used 
to go to hear him _ speak.’"— 
Abp. ** Ay, go to hear him speak! 
that’s one of your cant phrases.” 
‘* But, my Lord, even in this T 
regarded the censure of my supe- 
riors, and was not prevented going 
under restrictions.”—Abp. “ But 
why did you go at all?” «“ Be- 
cause I found instruction from it, 
my Lord, and benefit to my mind.” 
—Abp. “* Why, Sir, Mr. Hill was 
here on your errand, and was re- 
fused. He told me, indeed, that 
if he might not preach with my 
authority, in conscience he might 
preach without it; but I coald 
not help that.” “ My Lord, Ido 
not approve his conduct, nor think’ 
it such as I ought to have im’ 
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tated.”—Abp. “ Well, Sir, I can 
say nothing to you; there is Mr. 
Stillingfleet, to whom you was 
going; he is, I believe, a good 
man, but, in my Opinion, mistaken 
aswellas you. But, for my part, 
I confess IE cannot understand 
what you mean; and that’s a ma- 
terial thing to me, respecting your 
business: for, as I may presume 
to suppose myself a man of com- 
mon, plain understanding, and yet 
cannot comprehend you, I may 
surely conclude the people to 
whom you will minister would 
not understand you; so that [ 
cannot in conscience ordain you. 
Besides, these errors you embrace, 
Iconsider not as indifferent, but 
as fundamental errors; indeed, 
Sir, 1 do; and I cannot permit 
you to broach them in my dio- 
cese, by my authority. Go home, 
Sir, it may be—for you are young 
yet—that, in the revolution of 
your ideas, things may appear to 
you very differently from what 
they do now. Think more of the 
attributes of God and the moral 
constitution of man. I do not 
therefore refuse,-I only postpone 
your ordination. Come to me with 
different sentiments, and you may 
expect favour.” ‘* My Lord, if 
this be your real reason and opi- 
nion, I cannot expect you should 
ordain me to broach fundamental 
errors; it would be a violation of 

ur Lordship’s conscience to do 
it."——** Indeed, Sir,” (said the 
Archbishop,) I esteem them such; 
F had much rather do it than de- 
cline it. You know not how un- 
happy it makes me to send you 
away; but I must do so.” (This 
scene was most affecting.) The 
Archbishop proceeded: ‘ God 
forbid that T should harm any one 
because he does not think as I do, 
Sir; such is the frailty of human 
nature, God only knows, you 
may be right, and I in the wrong ; 
though at these years, and after 
all my reading and experience, I 
ean hardly think it: and what ap- 
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pears to me right, makes the con- 
trary appear wrong to me; nor 
can I act but by what J think to 
be right.” 

In the course of this interview, 
his Lordship told me he was sorry 
the trouble of coming down into 
Yorkshire was given me, and had 
he known any thing of me by a 
letter lately sent him, sooner than 
three days ago, my journey should 
have been wholly prevented. Here, 
it is plain, my irregularity in 
preaching (which was recanted in 
form at college, and desisted from 
about four years since) was un- 
known to his Lordship, and not 
contained in the letter: for, with- 
out doubt, had it been contained 
there, preaching in my own per- 
son, more than attending Mr. Hill 
in his preachings, would have been 
laid to my charge. But of this, 
not a syllable fell from his Lord- 
ship. One thing more I have to 
add, that when the Archbishop 
alleged my bringing detached sen- 
tences to prove my opinions, it 
was answered, (besides what was 
mentioned before,) that these very 
texts I had read even so very late 
as that day in coming over the 
fields to Brodsworth, in Welch- 
man, upon the thirty-nine articles, 
who was no Methodist, but cites 
these very ere as the great 
proof of our articles. 

Musing, on my return home to 
the Hampall Inn, concerning what 
had passed, one thing afflicted 
me; the concession which I made 
to his Lordship, that I could not 
expect him to ordain me, if he 
really thought my principles fun- 
damentally erroneous, though yet 
this concession could not affect 
my fate, which was already deter- 
mined. Nothing, therefore, re- 
mained but a letter to remedy this 
slip, and at the same time to hint: 
to his Lordship, how, if he pleased, 
ordination. might be given as a 
right which he only distributed, 
and as a claim which he might 
fulfil, though reluctantly and with 
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some wish to the contrary. Accord- 
ingly, the following short epistle, 
which observes, I hope, as it was 
designed, alt due modesty and dis- 
tance, was sent the next day by a 
messenger to his Grace. The an- 
swer given was, that the Arch- 
bishop had told me his sentiments 
the preceding day, and saw no 
reason to alter them. 


“¢ My Lord, Hampall Inn, Yorkshire. 


** It would be an addition to my 
present uneasiness to have this 
paper considered as deficient in 
that humility and deference which 
are due to your-Lordship’s high 
office and dignity. Such a sur- 
mise can never be just, while I 
possess the sense of your Lord- 
ship’s tenderness, which was in- 
spired by that affecting scene of 
conscience, struggling with com- 
passion, which I yesterday beheld 
at Brodsworth. Not without hope, 
however, that the former may yet 
embrace the latter, I here cast at 
your Lordship’s feet the following 
argument, which I could not have 
delivered so clearly in person, as 
F trust it now lies in writing. If 


the Church of England gives a. 


right to any one of admission into 
her holy orders on producing the 
appointed testimonials of -age, 
learning, and morality, and withal 
on subscribing the —_~ literal, 
grammatical sense of the Articles, 
I am entitled to such an admis- 
sion; and if these Articles do not 
make a sufficient provision against 
fundamental errors, the fault lies 
in the constitution of our church, 
and not in an administration agree- 
able to that constitution of our 
church: so that whatever objec- 
tions may be conceived against 
my opinions, I may still claim a 
right which these opinions do not 
destroy. And the fears that may 


arise from the supposed bad effects 
consequent on granting me that 
right, should not more exclude me 
from obtaining it, than even rea- 
sonable apprehensions in a Court 
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of Chancery, that extravagance 
and profligacy would follow in 
making an equitable decree in fa- 
vour of an appellant, should in- 
duce that court to make an in- 
equitable decree. Would your 
Lordship do me the high honour 
and favour of weighing this argu- 
ment, and not consider it as im- 
modest, but only as an opportunity 
offered of showing me that pity 
which my expenses, distresses, 
and character invoke, so as to 
admit me into deacon’s orders, a 
probationer only for those of a 
priest, I should for ever be, my 
Lord, your Lordship’s most obe- 
dient and dutiful servant, 

“T, P.” 


Upon this conference I would 
propose an essential question: 
Whether the Bishops are thus to 
be sole judges of truth and error?. 
If they are not, I am an injured 
man. If they are supposed such, 
I would beg leave to enter the fol- 
lowing caveat:—That the judg- 
ment of Bishops must be pre-. 
carious ; the result of reading will 
be different, according to their 
different strength of reasoning fa- 
culties, and the degree in which 
those faculties are used : it will be 
different according as they read 
more or less, or according to the 
particular sort of books they read, 
and their own particular turn of 
mind. It will also be different 
according to their various prepon- 
derations and prejudices acquired 
in their anitesion forms and places 
of education. Or the judgment 
of Bishops may be diversified ac- 
cording to their various interests, 
and the complexion of the times in 
which they live. In short, it may be 
as different in many men, or even 
in the same man, as the number and 
kind of connexions into which each 
may fall, which is infinite. And, 
if so, what is national, establish- 
ed, endowed orthodoxy? The 
thirty-nine articles, which have 
been erected into a criterion of; 
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such orthodoxy, and which are 
the sworn, if not the true creed of 
every Bishop on the bench, in- 
ef of being a fixed, lasting, 
steady test for all to appeal to, 
are as changing as the sea, in se- 
yeral states at several times, as a 
Bishop or the moon comes to the 
meridian. In this condition of 
things, however Arminian the 
standard of faith might be, if the 
Bishop’s judgment be Calvinisti- 
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cal, none but Calvinists shall en- 
ter the church, and vice versd. 
What is truth? would be an igno- 
rant question: it would resemble 
a ball rolling between two men 
from right to left, or from left to 
right, according to the side they 
ate of; and answer to. the defi- 
nition of an abstract idea, being 
neither this thing, that, nor the 
other, but comprehending all, and 
applicable to either of them. 








ORIGINAL ESSAYS, COMMUNICATIONS, &c. 
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‘ ON PERNICIOUS PRINCIPLES. 
Part I[1.—continued. 
Religious Procrastination. 


‘No man can come unto me, except 
the Father who hath sent me draw him.” 


ANCIENT history informs us of a 
luxurious and licentious prince, 
who, on a day of unrestrained 
festivity, was rioting with his 
courtiers in the amplest indul- 
gence of mirth and voluptuous- 
ness, when a messenger’ arrived 
with intelligence of the most se- 
rious importance to his person and 
government. But he refused an 
audience to the messenger, or 
even to be informed of the pur- 
port of his message, exclaiming, 
“ Serious things to-morrow !” But, 
before the morrow came, the in- 
vading enemy had gained pos- 
session of his city and palace, and 
had’ slain the miserable victim of 

rastination. But are there not 
iving and walking among us, and 
passing too for sound and sen- 
sible men, persons who are con- 


stantly. acting upon a more ir-- 


rational and more ruinous pro- 
crastination than even that of 

effeminate heathen—persons 
whose unfeeling folly is risking 
an immortal hell or heaven on the 
issue of ‘a more convenient sea- 
son,” which it is ten thousand to 
one they will never see—persons 


who are behaving to their Al- 
mighty Creator and Sovereign 
with a cold and contemptuous 
insult, deferring to an undefined 
to-morrow any just attention to his 
urgent messages of authority and 
condescending goodness ? 

Yet this is, without the smallest 
exaggeration, the conduct of those 
who are living upon the expecta- 
tion that, at some future time, a 
more convenient season will arrive. 
This has been brought forwards, 
in a former paper, as the second 
principal instance of radical errors 
which extensively prevail, and 
which men love and cherish as 
a “light that is in them,” while it 
is in reality the greatest and most 
destructive darkness, We have 
shown, by proofs, I trust, very 
sufficient, that this course of pro- 
ceeding is so precarious and ha- 
zardous as to be contrary to all the 
principles of rational action in the 
ordinary affairs of life. In par- 
ticular, we have intreated such 
persons to consider their scheme 
with reference to the uncertainty 
and extreme improbability of be- 
ing executed which attaches to 
every plan, especially if in its own 
nature it be complicated and dif- 
ficult, that depends _ an un- 
known futurity; we have urged 
them to reflect, as they are at 
present unwilling to love, obey, 
and honour God, that, upon all 





the principles of human nature, 
the likelihood of their ever be- 
coming less unwilling is rapidly 
diminishing and vanishing away; 
we have also represented to them 
that they are destroying all ra- 
tional hope of their recovery and 
salvation, inasmuch as, by con- 
tinuing in a state of sin, they are 
subjecting themselves more com- 
pletely to the will and the do- 
minion of those apostate spirits 
whose restless wickedness and in- 
satiable cruelty lead them to em- 
ploy their utmost skill and activity 
to infatuate, seduce into sin, and 
plunge into damnation, those who 
pals to their influence : and, final- 
y» we have stated the fact, more 
terrible still, that those who thus 
put off a serious attention to their 
everlasting concerns, are treating 
the infinite God with most daring 
contempt and insult, violating his 
laws and rejecting his grace, while 
yet they expect that, whenever it 
may be convenient to them to ask 
him, he will be obliged to pardon 
their aggravated crimes, and re- 
ceive them, without scruple, to the 
arms of his mercy. 

All this has been urged, upon 
the admission of the principle 
which is taken for granted by 
those who are acting upon. this 
guilty intention, namely, that they 
have the will and power to repent, 
turn to God, and obtain the bless- 
ings of salvation, at any time 
when their selfish ends may be 
answered by their so doing. But 
this assumed principle we believe 
to be UTTERLY FALSE, and that 
consequently it will completely 
deceive all who trust to it. .To 
the proof of this, I now request 
your especial attention. And 
Thou, O Spirit of Truth, gra- 
ciously deign to banish every pre- 


judice, to correct every error, to 
instruct every mind; and let. not 
the light that is in. us be darkness ! 

A full and decisive contradic- 
tion to this dangerous assumption 
lies in the words of our gracious 
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and gnerring Teacher: “ No map 
can come upto me, except the 
Father who hath sent me draw 
him,” &c. It is manifest, from the 
explications given by the Lord 


. Jesus, in this and other discourses 


recorded by the evangelist John, 
that the expression, coming. to 
Christ, signifies whatever act. of 
mind is necessary for receiving 
him as.our Saviour and Lord, and 
obtaining the actual possession of 
those blessings in which salvation 
consists. It is otherwise calléd, 
in the sacred Seriptures, believing 
in Christ, receiving Christ, trust- 
ing in him, looking to him, fleeing 
for refuge to the hope set before 
us, obeying from the heart the 
doctrine of the Gospel: it is the 
performance of that act which is 
necessary for our personal ac- 
quisition of the spiritual and eter- 
nal salvation, of which Jesus, the 
divine Messiah, is the author and 
bestower. Now, he teils us that 
‘no one can” perform this. act, 
** unless drawn by the Father,’ 
It would be absurd to understand 
this drawing, in a literal sense, as 
signifying the application of out 
ward force: it is a metaphorical 
and very intelligible expression to 
denote the attraction of the soul; 
the. persuading and inducing of 
the mind, with all its faculties of 
choice, activity, and delight; that 
act of God’s gracious power, which 
ig thus expressed in his word by 
the prophets; ‘‘ I-drew them with 
cords of a man, with bands: of 
love.—Yea, I have loved thee 
with an everlasting love; there- 
fore with loving-kindness have I 
drawn thee.” os. xi. 4; Jer. 
xxxi. 3. It is further evident, 
that our Lord meant a rational 
and spiritual influence upon the 
faculties of the mind, from this, 
that he instantly supports and ex- 
plains his assertion by referring to 
the promise of divine teaching, 
ver. 45.; and to teach is to make a 
person understand and act accor- 
ding to the design of the teacher. 
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It'clearly follows, then, that. the 
language of our Saviour, ‘“‘ No 
man can come unto me,” is to 
be understood, not of natural 
strength, but of mental and moral 
power, the state of the inclination, 
will, and affections; and that it 
expresses a want of disposition to 
receive, understand, and act, ac- 
cording to the declarations of the 
heavenly Teacher. In the same 
way the expression is used in 
verse 60: “ This is a hard say- 
ing, who CAN hear it?” i. e. what 
n does not feel the strongest 
dislike and repugnance to it? who 
ean approve of it? who will allow 
himself to be persuaded by it?” 

Thus the text affirms, that every 
person who is not the subject of 
divine grace, is in such a state of 
will, disposition, and mental affec- 
tion, that it is utterly impossible 
for him to receive the saving bless- 
ings given to sinners by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, while that state of 
mind continues ; and that state of 
mind’ will continue, uatil the in- 
finitely powerful. aud gracious 
Spirit effect a radical and decided 
alteration of the sinner’s inclina- 
tion or disposition of mind. 

In the further consideration of 

this subject, I shall endeavour to 
show, I. in what this inability 
really consists; II. that it forms 
no just and reasonable excuse for 
continuing in- a sinful and uncon- 
verted condition; Jil: that the 
removal of it is a proper object 
for the employment of means ; and, 
IV. that the effectual blessing on 
the use of those means must come 
from the sovereign grace and power 
of God. 
I. In what does this inability 
really éonsist ? The observations 
which have already been made, in 
the explication of the text, might 
perhaps suffice for the answering 
ofthis question ; but, on account 
of the importance of the subject, 
and the inaptitude of some to form 
correct ideas upon it, though it 
ean by no means be called a dif- 
N.S. No. 22. 
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ficult subject, some brief enlarge- 
ment may be useful. 

The powers and faculties with 
which the Creator endowed hu- 
man nature are of two kinds; na- 
tural, called also physical, and 
moral: and the same distinction 
is applied to our inability, or want 
of power to a given end. Natural 
inability is, when either from the 
want of the proper faculty, or-from 
the opposition of some invincible 
resistance, we cannot effect a pur- 
pose which otherwise we should 
be most sincerely ready and glad 
todo. If it were proposed to re- 
move a mighty rock by one man’s 
unassisted bodily strength, or to 
controul the tide by speaking a 
command, or to stop the planets 
in their orbits, for these actions, 
and such as these, we should say 
that we are naturally unable. But 
a moral inability is a want of dis- 
position, will, or inclination, to do 
a specified action. Thus, a son 
who has uniformly proved himself 
tender-hearted, affectionate, duti- 
ful, and obedient, could not (if in 
his sound senses) deliberately mur- 
der his father. A lady of the parest 
delicacy, chastity, and piety, could 
not offer herself to the loathsome 
embrace of a horrid and infamous 
villain. A holy angel could not 
blaspheme God: and the blessed 
and adorable God himself can- 
NoT do that which is unholy, un- 
just, or unwise. 

It is this latter kind of inability 
under which a sinner lies, to com- 
ply with the will of God made 
known to him. God does not re- 
quire of you to shake the earth, to 
arvest the heavens, or to do any 
thing beyond the proper sphere of 
those faculties and powers with 
which he has endowed’ you. AH 
that he demands of you is to act 
fairly and truly up to your natural 
powers and faculties; to use them 
aright, in compliance with his 
good and righteous will, for his 
deserved glory and your own high- 
est happiness. AH that he re- 
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quires of you is; to love, serve, 
and honour him : and for this you 
want no new faculties, either of 
mind or of body; you want no- 
thing but a right direction and ap- 
plication of the capacities and 
powers which you already pos- 
sess; you want nothing but the 
will,. Why do you not obey and 
glorify your Maker? Why do 
you not come to the J.ord Jesus 
Christ, in pursuance of his often- 
repeated invitations and com- 
mandments? Why do you say, 
** To-morrow, and to-morrow, and 
to-morrow !” yielding to the mur- 
derer of time, guilty procrastina- 
tion? Alas! it is because you 
are not willing; the bias of your 
soul is in favour of sin, which God 
hates, and contrary to holiness, 
without which you cannot enjoy 
his favour. You have faculties, 
you have means, you have oppor- 
tunity: but you want the will; you 
have an antipathy in your heart to 
pure and true religion; you love 
something else in preference; and 
you miserably deceive yourself 
in saying, “ Go thy way for this 
time, when. I have a more con- 
venient season I will call for 
thee.” 

In strict accordance with these 
truths are the precepts, a 
directions, reproofs, and tender 
lamentations of the divine word: 
**« Wherefore I will yet plead with 
you, saith the Lord; and with 
your children’s children will I 
plead. Be astonished, O ye hea- 
vens, at this, and be ye horribly 
afraid! My people hath com- 
mitted two ae they have for- 
saken me, the fountain of living 
waters, and they have hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that 
can hold no water. Hast thou not 
procured this unto thyself, in that 
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God? Thine own wickedness 
shall correct thee, and thine own 
backslidings shall reprove thee. 
Know, therefore, and see, that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, that 
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thou hast forsaken the Lord thy 
God, and that my fear is not ip 
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts, 
See thy way; know what thou 
hast done : 
is no hope; no, for T have loved 
strangers, and after them I will 
go.” Jer. ii. ‘* Behold! ye walk 
every one after the imagination of 
his evil heart, that ye may not 
hearken unto me.” Jer. xvi. 12, 
** Thou art obstinate, and thy neek 
is an iron sinew, and thy brow 
brass.” Isa. xlviii. 4. ‘‘ Were th 
ashamed when they had com- 
mitted abomination? Nay, they 
were net at all ashamed, neither 
COULD they blush.” Jer. vi. 15, 
“I have called, and ye refused; 
I have stretched out my hand, 
and no man regarded : but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof.” Prov.i, 
‘*O Jerusalem, Jerusalem! how 
often would I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!”—* And 
ye will not come unto me, that ye 
may have life.”—<‘ The natural 
man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God, neither can he 
know them, because they are spi- 
ritually discerned.” —‘‘ The carnal 
mind is enmity against God; for 
it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be.” 

TI. This moral impotency, as it 
essentially consists in the disin- 
clination and antipathy of the will, 
forms no reasonable objection to 
a compliance with the demands of 
divine authority, nor any valid 
excuse for continuing in a sinful 
and unconverted state. 

For the proof of this, it would 
be sufficient to appeal to your own 
judgment and conscience. Yow 
know that you sin voluntarily, 
agreéably to your inclination, and 
without any constraint or compul- 
sion whatsoever: and you know 
that you are blameable, criminal, 
and guilty in so doing. This sense 
of blame and guilt arises from 


ou hast said, There 
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our consciousness, that in all your 
rebellions against God, and your 
rejection of Christ and his Gospel, 
you have acted freely, and in per- 

%¢ accordance with the disposition 
and desires of your own heart. 

You own conscience accuses and 
condemns you, imperfect and 

jal as it is: what then must 
be the judgment of the omniscient 
and impartial Jehovah ? 

-The same conclusion follows 
from the universal feelings and 
conduct of mankind, in all matters 
connected with moral principle. 
If you have the happiness to know 
a most upright and honourable, 
amiable and beneficent person, 
whose moral excellencies render 
him the ornament and the bles- 
sing of his connexions; you do 
not regard him as the less excel- 
lent, and the less worthy of your 
esteem and honour, because you 
believe that his conduct springs 
out of good principles, that he 
acts thus well from a decide@ in- 
clination to all that is good, from 
a holy and benevolent disposi- 
tion, from sincere love to man- 
kind, and piety towards God. 
‘The perfect holiness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was not the less 
lovely and meritorious, because it 
was his delight to do the will of 
his Father, because he loved righte- 
ousness and hated iniquity. On 
the contrary, in these and all simi- 
lar cases, your conviction of the 
excellency of the disposition is 
necessary to your approbation of 
the character; if you doubted the 
motive, your approbation would be 
suspended; if you believed the 
outward displays of goodness to 
spring from no fixed principle of 
goodness, your approbation would 
be Menged into contempt, for the 
bad principle and hypocrisy thus 
detected. -In like manner, you 
fever excuse base, dishonest, and 
perfidious conduct, because the 
man chargeable with it assures 
[in that it was quite natural to 

» that it was perfectly conge- 


On Pernicious Principles. 515 


nial to his disposition, that with 
such an inclination and state of 
will as he possessed, he really 
could not do otherwise than act in 
the wicked manner in which he 
had done. You would not even 
hold the bad disposition to be any 
extenuation of the base conduct: 
you would see it quite in a differ- 
ent a of view, and would cer- 
tainly consider the inward disposi- 
tion as an aggravation of the 
wickedness and ill-desert of the 
outward character. You would 
never accept it as an apology for 
the unfaithfulness of your servant 
or your agent, if he told you that 
his inclinations and turn of mind 
were so thoroughly deceitful and 
dishonest, that he could not find 
in his heart to act uprightly. 
Now, apply these sentiments, 
and this mode of judging to your- 
self, Seriously interrogate your 
own heart, an — not the 
dictates of truth and justice: “ Is 
my aversion from God any dimi- 
nution of the wrong and blame of 
my rebellions against him? Are 
my inward love of sin, my deep- 
seated distaste of holy and spiri- 
tual subjects, my pride, ambition, 
love of guilty pleasures, or immo- 
derate thirst of gain,—are these 
any excuse for my indifference, 
neglect, and disobedience, with 
respect to the truth, the authority, 
the mercy of Jehovah, the most 
interesting and glorious subjects 
that can enter into the heart of 
man to conceive? QO, do not I 
stand self-convicted?—a lover of 
darkness rather thanlight? Guilty, 
condemned, and inexcusable, be- 
fore the Righteous God ?” 
Remember, also, that ‘the 
judgment of God is according to 
truth.” All his decisions are 
grounded upon the most perfect 
goodness, equity, and wisdom. 
He would not denounce condem- 
nation and perdition for a state of 
mind, or a course of conduct 
which you could not help, which 
it was naturally impossible for 
3U2 
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you to avoid. But he has uttered, 
and with the kindest intention has 
recorded, the most awful retribu- 
tions upon those ‘* who acknow- 
ledge not God, and obey not the 


Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”. 


He has denounced “ indignation 
and wrath, tribulation and anguish, 
upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil.”—** He who believeth not, 
the wrath of God abideth on him: 
—he is condemned already, be- 
cause he hath not: believed in the 
only begotten Son of God. Ex- 
cept ye believe that I am he,” 
said the benevolent Redeemer, 
“* ye shall die in yoar sins.” 

Thus the testimonies of reason 
and. conscience, of the universal 
feelings and conduct of mankind, 
and of the Holy Scriptures, unite 
to declare that man’s moral impo- 
tency to obey the just will of his 
Divine Sovereign, being no other 
than a rooted antipathy and en- 
mity of heart, is no extenuation of 
sin, no excuse for continuing in 
the state of unbelief and hardness 
of heart ; but is, on the contrary, 
a most awful aggravation of your 
guilt. O that ye would lay this 
to. heart, all ye who are persever- 
ing in impenitence, and promising 
yourselves impunity! You are 
treasuring "p r yourselves wrath 
against the day of wrath, and reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment 
of God; and what will ye do when 
its tremendous accumulation shall 
burst forth upon you? How will 

ou stand at his spotless tribunal ? 

ow will you meet the eye of his 
justice? O will you not now stir 
up all your capacities of attention 
and inquiry, to ascertain whether 
that awful catastrophe can be 
avoided ? 2 b 

Consider, then, 

111. That this condition is a 
proper and suitable object for the 
employment of means, in order to 
its removal. 

If this impotency of man to 
perform the commands of God 
were anatural and proper inability, 






it would be unassailable by means; 
it would destroy accountableness; 
and sinners would be objects ins 
deed of pity, but not of blame and 
punishment. But, since ‘it is q 
moral inability; lying only in the 
dispositions and inclinations of the 
soul, it is in its own nature RE- 
MOVEABLE. 

Now reflect, if you wished to 
remove any prejudice, any inja- 
riqus antipathy, any wrong dispo- 
sition or mental habit, from any 
person under your influence j—~ 
how would. you proceed? Cer- 
tainly, you would take all the 
methods in your power that were 
likely to weaken the wrong prin- 
ciple, and to introduce and 
strengthen its opposite. You 
would urge the person in question; 
to reflect much and closely upon 
the false and hurtful character of 
the prejudice under which he la. 
boured, and upon the truth, good- 
ness, and value of the opposite 
prifeiple : you would place him; 
as much as you could, under the 
influence of evidence and impres- 
sions calculated to produce a con- 
viction in his mind in favour of 
your object: and, if you could 
once see in him any symptoms of 
right feeling, any appearance ofa 
disposition to renounce his wrong 
inclination, any indications of 4 
sincere desire to be set right, you 
would form pleasing anticipations 
‘of success. Then let me entreat 
you to derive, from this easy and 
reasonable supposition, a rule of 
conduct for yourselves. Yout 
state of crime and misery is bet 
tomed upon a sinful bias of mind; 
@ wrong inclination, a wicked will, 
alove of sin, and hatred of holi 
ness. ©O then, take the methods 
best calculated to strike at’ the 
root of the evil, a wicked afd 
obstinate will. Meditate seriously 
and corstantly upon the great 
truths of God’s holy law and gos 
pel, their evidence, their import- 
ance, their solemn relation to you! 
Be assured that your state of mind, 
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hitherto, has been founded on false- 
hood and injustice towards infi- 
nite truth and goodness; that your 
distaste to” holiness is vile and 
wicked; that your sinful disposi- 
tions, your pride, selfishness, ava- 
rice, voluptuousness, or whatever 
else they may be, are every way 
wrong, and should be instantly 
forsaken with the deepest sorrow 
and repentance. © set the Lord 
always before you; read, with 
t attention, the most im- 

rtant and affecting parts of his 
ly word; flee from all scenes 
and occasions of temptation, and 
break off every sin; diligently fre- 
quent the means of grace and reli- 
gious instruction to which you 
have.access; and cry with earnest 
and-constant prayer to the God of 
infinite grace and mercy, that he 
may change the disposition of 
your heart, and emancipate your 
soul from its guilty thraldom. 
“Seek ye the Lord, &c. Ask, 
and ye shall receive; seek, and 
ye shall find ; knock, and it shall 
opened unto you. Labour not 
for the meat that perisheth, but for 
that which endureth to everlasting 
life, which the Son of man will 
fire unto” those who truly seek it. 
saiah ly. 6, 7. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
But, in all this, O beware of the 
false and dangerous imagination, 
that you are meriting the divine 
mercy, that you are preparing 
yourself for Christ, that you are 
putting upon him some sort of 
—_ to grant you salvation. 
Nothing can be more unfounded, 
in fact, nothing more dangerous 
in tendency, than such self-righ- 
teous and presumptuous expecta- 
tions, They are in direct and to- 
tal opposition to the whole con- 
stitution of the Gospel, and they 
cannot but be completely preven- 
tive of any well-grounded hope of 
salvation.—Ah! Whatare all your 
seekings, what all your strivings ; 
but the outcries of a terrified crimi- 
nal, a wretched suppliant, who 
to suffer all the dire ef- 


fects of his sins against heaven, 
but who is stretching forth his im- 
ploring hands, while the Author of 
salvation passes by? If you beg 
for mercy with the sincere acknow- 
ledgment that you deserve it not, 
that mercy will most certainly 
be shown to you; but if you have 
in your heart the opinion of merit, 
claim, or deserving, you will be 
sent empty away. 

But, while these are the means 
and instruments. which the Lord of 
mercy generally uses in effecting 
the conversion of sinners, ‘let us 
ever recollect that they are ‘only 
means and instruments, and that, 


IV. The effectual blessing must 
come from the sovereign power, 
grace, and mercy of God. 

' The harmonious connexion of 
our duty in the use of means, and 
the unrivalled efficiency of divine 
power in producing the effect, are 
set before us, in the clearest man- 
ner, in that instructive and import- 
ant passage, “* Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; 
for it is God who worketh in you, 
both to will and to do of his good 
Sy oo al He is the — 

rd of all hearts. He only can 
subdue the dreadful prejudices of 
our fallen nature, conquer our 
enmities and aversions, and en- 
throne right affections and holy 
inclinations within us. He alone 
can draw the souls of men to the 
Saviour; and blessed be his name! 
he does it with the persuasive cords 
of a man, with the winning bands 
of love. The mighty acts of his 
converting grace are no compul- 
sion of the mind, no forcing of the 
will; but he gives a right direction 
to the feelings and faculties of the 
soul, and all its powers then say, 
‘¢ Turn thou me, and [ shall be 
turned ; for thou art the Lord my 
God! Create in.me a clean heart, 
O God, and renew a right spirit 
within me!” This he does. He 
sprinkles the clean water of his 
holy influences upon the soul. He 
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takes away the heart of stone, and 
gives a heart of flesh. He causes 
our souls, till then wandering in 
guilty wretchedness, to walk in his 
statutes, and keep his command- 
ments, and do them. He grants 
repentance unto life. He shines 
into the heart, and gives the light 
of the knowledge of his glory in 
the manifestation of Jesus Christ. 
Old things are passed away. All 
things are become new: and all 
things are of God. 

Do you not now see, O procras- 
tinating and deluded sinner; that 
your proposal of living the slave 
of sin for a period, and then laying 
hold of the everlasting salvation, 
is a scheme as big with folly as it 
is with impious presumption? I 
entreat you to renounce for ever 
this project of wicked infatuation; 
and, feeling yourguilt, your misery, 
your helplessness, to submit your- 
selves to the drawings of yu ae 

wer, and flee for refuge to the 

ope set before you. 

And how unspeakable is the 
merey, that salvation is of the 
Lord, “ by grace, through faith ; 
and that, not of ourselves, it is the 
gift of God!” What encourage- 
ment to seek this heavenly gift! 
What support and consolation to 
those who, through his rich grace, 
have found it! ‘* He who hath 
begun in them the good work, 
will perform it, unto the day of 
Jesus Christ. He will keep them 
from falling, and present them 
faultless before the presence of his 
glory, with exceeding joy.” 


* 





ON THE COUNTERACTION OF 
ANTINOMIANISM. 


In effecting any object of utility 
among men, nothing is more ob- 
vious than that it must have ori-. 
ginated in some prior contrivance 
of the mind. It is a maxim recog- 
nized by every person of common 
sense, that every work of art must 
have had an existence in thought 
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before it could have an existence 
in reality. The power which con. 
verts the material to answer a cer. 
tain end, operates in direct sub- 
serviency to a fixed design, which 
is indebted purely to mind for 
its existence. This is so in all the 
works of men. And it is too mani- 
fest to need proof, that a corre. 
spondent connexion must exist be- 
tween all the designs and produc. 
tions of the infinite mind. Ey 
production, worthy of God, both in 
the material and the moral world, 
must have been antecedently mo- 
delled in his own mind. All real 
existence is nothing else than the 
evolutions of his eternal deter- 
minations. ‘* Known unto God 
are all his works from the begin. 
ning.” To deny this, virtually 
amounts to atheism. ‘ 
Now, the noblest production of 
which we have any knowledge, in 
the present state, is the soul of 
man. Its sinfulness, indeed, has 
debased and polluted it,—but this 
is not of God,—while its powers 
and. capabilities constitute the 
most striking resemblance of bim- 
self. As every existence, how- 
ever minute, has a place in his 
decreées, it will not be denied that 
every intelligent being must be 
included in them; and since 
countless multitudes are destined 
to eternal happiness, though in 
their sinful state morally dis. 
page for it; and it is plain 
at their restoration to sanctity 
and the love of God is due entire- 
ly to his sovereign grace. There 
is nothing that more prominently 
forces itself on the attention of the 
reader of the Bible, than the two 
important facts,—that man is in 
a state of moral ruin, and ‘that 
his salvation is entirely from the 
Lord. Man is the subject of total 
depravity; and he must undergo 
as total a transformation, and 
‘‘ created anew unto good works 
in Christ Jesus.” Hence as cer- 
tainly as any individual shall dwell 
with God in heaven, so surely shall 
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it become the subject of a rege- 
nerating and sanctifying process 
on earth; for ‘‘ without holiness 
no man can see the Lord.” Now, 
in every soul where there is such 
a spiritual process going on, we 
are sure its tendency and end is 
to eternal life.. But what can be 
conceived a greater, a mightier, 
and more important event, than 
the delivering of a soul out of so 
much sin, and guilt, and con- 
demnation? That man who is 
naturally in close alliance with 
Satan, and might be for ever a 
companion with him in suffering, 
should be not merely rescued from 
all real evil in a future state, but 
be made to dwell for ever with 
God, must be admitted to be an 
event which not only requires the 
energies of Deity to accomplish, 


but far transcends, in point of im-. 


portance, all that is visible of his 
power in the material universe. 
And it is certain, that this is done 
for an innumerable multitude of 
the human species. But it is 
equally obvious, that this is not 
done for all of them. Multitudes 
harden themselves and perish in 
their sins, while others are plucked 
as brands from the fire. There is, 
then, a difference made, and that 
difference is made by God him- 
self. Hence, those who are sanc- 
tified, prove, by their sanctifica- 
tion, that they are the objects “ of 
a divine purpose.” 

And it seems strange, pass- 
ing strange, that any should be 
found, professing faith in scripture 
and divine influence on the mind, 
and yet controvert and deny the 
above doctrine. Do they believe 
that a Being of infinite intelli- 
ge and power ¢reated them? 

they believe that that curious 
machinery of animate materialism 
which makes up their visible ex- 
istence, with all the. heaving of 

lungs, the circulation of the 
Mood, and every moment’s pulsa- 
tion, was brought into being by 
one great Agent? And do they 
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deny ‘that their actual existence 
was preceded by any intention in 
the divine mind concerning them? 
This they must do, if they deny 
the eternity of the intention, since 
no purpose can at any moment 
exist in the divine mind, which 
was not there from eternity. This 
is sinking Deity beneath the stand- 
ard of a man, seeing man ever 
operates according to a precon- 
certed scheme. But this is an 
error only on one side of the 
question. ; 

While there is a numerous class 
of professing Christians who feel 
a strong repugnance to the doc- 
trines of divine sovereignty and 
free grace, and whose creed would 
go a long way to mar, or at least 
to diminish, the supremacy and 
independence of Deity, there is 
another class of professors who 
place themselves directly on the 
opposite ground. The data more 
peculiar to these are, that ** God 
has an elect people; that he has 
decreed all the rest to eternal mi- 
sery; that sinners ought not to be 
any more exhorted to repent than 
if they were inanimate,” &e. Now, 
these are .wont to consider them- 
selves as the exclusive advocates 
of free grace. ‘‘ Free grace men” is 
one of their own appellations. There 
are generally seen about them 
such a-dogmatism, confidence, 
and assurance of being in the co- 
venant of God, as lead them into 
a mode of thinking and talking on 
the must sacred and mysterious 
things that is in the highest degree 
unbecoming and irreverent. They 
talk about the arcana of God in 
a way bordeging.on profane and 
unhallowed familiarity. Be it far 
from us not to allow the privilege 
of assurance to the people of God. 
It is an unquestionable fact, that 
many of the saints have no doubt 
of their salvation; and more might, 
were they duly careful to “ kee 
themselves in the love of God,” 
and as anxious for the presence of 
the Lord, as they are for the in- 
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terests of the world. But mark! 
they who are most really assured 
of an interest in the covenant of 
Gad, are most humble and self- 
denying, and dead to this world, 
and to all its enticements. Such, 
indeed, truly live ‘ quite on the 
verge of heaven.” hen such 
persons speak of .a holy con- 
fidence, there is no reason to sus- 

t them, since their confidence 
is the effect of a growing sancti- 
fication and communion with God. 
But when we hear of a confident 
boast of salvation associated with 
a carnal, worldly, avaricious, and 
licentious mind and conduct, it 
demonstrates a state the most 
deadly and dangerous that can 
exist on this side the regions of 
darkness. Such boast of the pri- 
vilege of saints, yet without any 
thing of the true character of 
saints. They have yet .to learn 
the first maxim of religion—that 
holiness and: happiness are ne- 
cessarily connected. Now, when 
once the mind reposes in such a 
refuge of lies, it seems to be given 
up to its own delusions. ‘Sin can 
do the saints no harm ;”—*‘* The 
sins of the elect were pardoned 
from eternity ;’—“* God never saw 
any sin in the elect!!” What 
fatal perversions of gospel truth 
and christian privileges. 

Now, as the end of all the com- 
mands of the Gospel is directly 
opposed to the infirmities and cor- 
ruptions of the flesh, and as the 
summary of the whole is, “ If ye 
love me, keep my command- 
ments,” how can such unhallowed 
professors endure a practical mi- 
nistratioa of .the Gospel? The 
spirit of every precept stands out 
directly against all their tenden- 
cies. The only Gospel which suits 
their taste, is that which contains 
privilege exchusively. They can- 
not endure practical exhortation. 
In every sermon, the preacher 
must serve up to them a full feast 
on election, predestination, eternal 
justification, &c. otherwise the 






most that is made of it is, “ a ger. 
mon of superfine morality, without 
one word of the Gospel.” Itis ag 
ingredient in their faith, that + to 
exhort men to repentance jis the 
way to make hypocrites and for. 
malists, and implies that man can 
save himself, and that it is in di- 
rect opposition to the divine de- 
crees.” 

It is not here my intention to go 
largely and elaborately into the 
errors of this class of professors, 
I take it for granted they are well 
known to most readers of the Con- 
gregational Magazine, especially 
to them to whom it principally 
pertains to correct them. I would 
rather request permission to sug- 
gest a few hints how to counter 
act both classes of these pernicious 
errors. 

1st. It should be remembered, 
that while this system of exclusive 
doctrinalism contains many things 
which are decidedly unscriptural, 
there is also blended with them 
a considerable portion of truth, 
Now, the danger of the system lies 
in uniting good and evil things te- 
gether; and there is difliculty:in 
properly distinguishing between 
them. It is here, therefore, that 
the skill and ability of the chris- 
tian minister must be evinced. J 
cannot but think that many young 
ministers adopt a method of saving 
their hearers from the Antinomian 
heresy, which becomes the ocea- 
sion of actually making them An- 
tinomians. They will preach most 
virulently against such heresy, 
and dwell altogether on the prac- 
tical department of religion, but 
very seldom advert to the pecu- 
liarities of the Gospel. But ‘this 
will never secure the end intended, 
For instance, suppose there bein 
a place of worship an_ indivé 
dual, as there not unfrequently is, 
whose conscience has been recent 
ly awakened to a due sense of sim, 
who feels the condemnation of the 
law bearing on him in all its over 
whelming accusations. Now, such 
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gone can never obtain true peace, 
but by an apprehension Ms the 
ti usness of Christ; and he 
wants to have his attention pointed 
to the Redeemer’s work, as that 
by which alone he can be justified : 
and this his minister should often 
do. And let not the heavy-laden 
be discouraged and burdened by 
being bid to fit and prepare him- 
self in order to come and trust in 
Christ. Tell him at once to come 
just as he'is. If you do not, he 
will seek relief elsewhere, and go 
where he can hear it exhibited. 
Many a minister -has chiefly to 
blame himself in losing hearers 
in such circumstances, in conse- 
quence of not sufficiently exhibit- 
ing the freeness and fulness of the 
Gospel, and sometimes in ee me | 
atone of preaching about faith an 
nce which does not accord 
with the promises and invitation 
of the Gospel. Let him be just 
to the Gospel in this respect; and, 
along with this, let him freely ex- 
= how that faith, which appre- 
ends the obedience of the Son 
of God for justification, operates 
apon the heart so as to to the 
practice of all the duties of the 
christian life. If this he constantly 
kept in view, many will be kept 
within the enclosure of the church 
of God, who otherwise would wan- 
der into unwholesome pastures. 
As true faith is equally necessary 
and essential to both justification 
and sanctification, it should be 
frequently explained: how faith re- 
eeives the work of Christ, and 


— in it, as the sole ground 
justification before God, to the 
entire exclusion of the least fraction 
of good works wrought after faith. 
And it should be as frequently in- 
sisted on, that such a faith will 
purify the heart, and lead to the 
due observance of all the ‘com- 
mandments of God ; and that it is 


—_ doing of the latter, that the 
ean be truly ascertained. 
But if the preacher be ever direct- 


ing his hearers to the duties of 
.S. No. 22. 
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sanctification, and only now and 
then notice the grace and media- 
tion of Christ, there are 
who, galled by the terrors of con- 
science, and not clearly pointed 
to the Lamb of God, will desert, 
what may not oe 5 pe be called 
a legal ministry, and will go where 
they can find more peace of mind. 
And though they should sit under 
an Antinomian ministry, and hear 
many “ hurtful things,” yet, if the 
be truly taught of God, they will 
refuse the eviland choose the good. 
And many of them may not be 
able to discern the evil tenden 
of any thing they hear. At least, 
the principle of true grace will 
tend to preserve them from draw- 
ing any injurious practical infer- 
ence. Now, in some instances of 
this kind, we are apt to charge 
men with Antinomianism, when 
often the evil is justly to be attri- 
buted to the absence of an evangeli- 
cal and spiritual administration of 
the truth. To save our hearers from 
being so ensnared, let us preach 
to them “the whole counsel of 
God ;” let Christ be “ all and in 
all.” 

2dly. In describing Antinomian- 
ism, either in the pulpit or the par- 
lour, we should take care to dis- 
tinguish between “ the things that 
differ.” Now, it is notorious that 
the mere speculative doctrinalist 
essentially differs from the prac- 
tical Antinomian. Of the former 
it may be said, there are some 
whose errors of the judgment are 
unquestionably to be lamented ; 
but they are errors, in such cases, 
consisting with a life devoted to 
the service of God, and the good 
of souls. But, a practical Anti- 
nomian is the t, and the blast, 
and the curse of our holy religion, 
And yet I have frequently heard 
such an indiscriminating, sweeping 
condemnation of both these cha- 
racters, as though they were men 
recy of the same complexion. 

ow often are they alike cen- 
sured and condemned! But surely 
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this is neither wise nor charitable. 
It seems to me, that though the 
essential truths of Christianity, 
both doctrinal and practical, are 
so plain, as to lie level with the 
meanest understanding, so far as 
is needful to salvation ;- yet where 
shall be found the expaunder of 
them, who will venture to lay 
down with exact accuracy the 
line of demarcation, so that all 
truth shall be on the one side, and 
all error on the other?’ I know 
that many a daring Antinomian 
has dogmatism sufficient to induce 
him to do this, and to pronounce 
all that differ from him to be so 
far in error. And I know that 
many a more sober-minded man 
has manifested equal dogmatism 
in condemning the former, and in 
maintaining his own views of re- 
ligion, as if he were. possessed of 
infallibility! But surely ‘this is 
wrong. In the present state of im- 
pecneton: the wisest man knows 

ut little; and it is the tendency 
of human nature to err. If, then, 
some ministers should happen to 
be generally more doctrinal than 
others, they ought not to be brand- 
ed as Antinomians, unless, by a 
fair hearing of them, it can be 
preven that their ministrations 

ave a tendency to induce spi- 
ritual iridolence and a careless 
practice. I believe it is no dif- 
ficult matter to prove by facts, 
that the more prominently the 
doctrines of grace are preached, 
provitne they are preached in due 

armony with all the other parts 
of Christianity, the more holy are 
the effects on the hearers in ge- 
neral. 

Care, then, should be taken, 
while reprobating Antinomianism 
propest so called, it be not con- 

unded with that which differs 
so far from it, and yet_is some- 
times identified with it. Indis- 
criminate censures of this kind 
have, in many instances, disgusted 
the minds of pious persons. The 
best mode of exposing this error 
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seems to be, by a clear statement 
of all God’s revealed will, so as to 
carry home evidence to the minds 
of those whom we. instruct, with. 
out making injurious reflections 
on others; thus attempting the 
prevention and the counteraction 
of error, by a full and faithful ex. 
hibition of every truth, doctrinal 
and practical, which God has re- 
vealed in his word. 

QUIDAM. 
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MISCELLANEA BIBLICA, 
No. I. 
The Paraclete. 


THE title wapaxAnroc is applied 
to the Holy Spirit in four pas- 
sages of the New Testament, 
John xiv. 16. 26; and chapter 
xv. 26; and chapter xvi.7; where 
it is rendered in the received ver- 
sion ‘‘ Comforter.” It is applied 
to Jesus Christ in one passage of 
the same inspired penman, 1. John 
ii. 1; and is there rendered “ Ad- 
vocate.” In the Septuagint the 
word does not occur; but its cog- 
nate, rapaxAnrwp, appears in one 
instance, for con3n, Job xvi. 2, 
where only Theodotion and Aquila 
use wapaxAnrog. About the time 
of our Lord, and for several fol- 
lowing ages, this term appears to 
have been employed, by the Jews 
and the neighbouring nations, to 
describe an office for which they 
had no vernacular title. Hence 
it often occurs in the Targums 
and ancient Rabbinical writings; 
(vide Busxtorfii Lex. Talm. in 9p7b), 
and is retained in the Syriac and 
other ancient versions. 

The import of xapaxdnrog has 
been variously represented by 
biblical philologists, as ‘‘ @om- 
forter,” ‘‘ Monitor,” ‘‘ Interpreter,” 
«* Advocate.” (Vide Campbell, 
Schleusner, Rosenmuller.) The 
** Advocatus” of the Romans 
comes nearest to’ the idea  con- 
veyed. (Vide Ciceronis de Off- 
ciis I. 10. et Clav. Ernesti in voc.) 
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‘The nature of the Holy Spirit’s 
office, thus designated, appears to 
be generally misunderstood. By 
gome unauthorized analogy, he is; 
perhaps, uniformly described, as 
if our Comforter, .or Advocate, 
which is no where sanctioned by 
divine revelation. The title rather 
expresses his office in relation to 
the Godhead, as exercised in the 
gconomy of salvation. And in 
‘vthis view it appears to have been 
understood, not only by the im- 
r Mahomet, and much earlier, 
by the fanatical, yet probably de- 
yout and holy Montanus, who ap- 
ied the character to themselves; 
ut also by allowedly orthodox 
fathers of the church. (Mosheim 
Eccl. Hist. ch. v. apud me, vol. 1. 
p» 237, note.) 

1. It is reasonable to conclude, 
that a similar office and relation is 
indicated by this epithet when 
applied to the a Spirit, and 
when applied to Jesus Christ. 
Then the case will stand thus; 
as Christ is our Advocate with 
the Father, or the Godhgad in re- 
lation to man; so the Holy Spirit 
is the Father’s advocate with us, 
As our Advocate, Christ under- 
takes and manages our affairs in 
the world above; and as Ged’s 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit ma- 
hs his affairs in the world 


2. Under this title, the or 
Spirit is promised by our Lord, 
as his substitute ; for. in promising 
the Spirit as another Advocate, 
Jesus Christ suggests that he had 
hitherto fulfilled the same office. 
Now his business had been, ‘“ not 
to seek his own will, but the will 
of him that sent him;” to glorify 
his Father on the earth, &c. In 
other words, he had acted on 
God’s behalf, instructing, admo- 
nishing, pleading with men. Thus 
also, as the Paraclete, the Holy 
Spirit, by his influences, carries on 
the aw A of Christ, the cause of 
God among men. 


%. The work which this Para- 
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clete was to perform, not only ac- 
cords with the interpretation now 
advocated, but shows, that the 
office thus designated does not 
refer merely to believers as. such. 
The particulars of that work, 
given in the passages above men- 
tioned, describe him, not as com- 
forting, defending, protecting the 
disciples; but as engaged with 
men in behalf of God: < the spirit 
of truth, abiding in them ; teaching 
them; bringing all things to their 
remembrance which Jesus had 
spoken ; guiding them into all the 
truth, that they might be witnesses 
for him; testifying of Christ; con- 
vincing the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment.” 
4. There is, however, one pas- 
sage in immediate connexion with 
the last referred to above, which 
appears decisive on the question, 
John xvi. -18, 14. ‘* He shall 
not speak of himself, but what he 
shall hear, that shall he speak ;” 
i. e. he shall make communica- 
tions to you, not as one acting in 
his own right, but as one acting 
under a commission, an advocate, 
ambassador, or vicegerent. ‘“‘ He 
shall glorify me, for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall show it 
unto you;” i. e. by his inspiration 
and holy influence, he shall garry 
forward the work which I have 
begun. And as my business has 
been to glorify the Father, orto 
illustrate and exemplify the divine 
character; so his business shall be 
to glorify me, by revealing the 
nature and excellence of my me- 
diatorial character and kingdom, 
imparting also those influences by 
which m © irae are to -be 
besa | Ko ; 
It appears, then, that under the 
character of Paraclete, or advo- 
cate, the Holy Spirit is to be con- 
sidered as operating in behalf of 
God; and that. his office is to 
effectuate the purposes of redemp- 
tion, both in men.and by the instru- 
mentality of men, for “ the praise 
of the glory of his grace”: H,* 
3X2 
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ON CRUELTY TO THE BRUTE 
" CREATION, 

(To the Editors.) 
GENTLEMEN,—I was much pleas- 
ed to read the review of Dr. Chal- 
mers’s admirable sermon on Cruelty 
to Animals, which appeared in a 
recent number of your work; not 
only because the subject was 
treated with the talent which is 
usually discoverable in your Ma- 
gazine, but also as an evidence 
of the increasing solicitude which 
the public feel on this oe 
That a deep interest was felt in 
the cause of humanity to the brute 
creation by the people of Edin- 
burgh, where that Sermon was de- 
livered, is evident from the fact, 
that the andience began to collect 
round the doors of the church at 
an early hour, and when they were 
opened, the crowd was immense, 
and the rush was very great. 
The aisles were so crowded, that 
it was with considerable difficulty 
persons of the highest distinction 
could get to their seats, and the 
effect was equal to the interest of 
the subject, and the talents of the 

reacher. Dr. Chalmers will pro- 
ably, in a short time, further dis- 
cuss this subject, as he has con- 
sented to preach in London for 
the benefit of the Society for the 


Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. . 


This Society, which I am sorry 
to say is but little al and 
imperfectly supported, has rooms, 
72, Quadrant, Regent Street, 
where the Committee hold their 
meetings.to transact business.* Its 





* We regret to learn from another cor- 

t, that this benevolent Society 

has received so small a share of public: 
support, that have been compelled 
to suspend the cllcient services of their 
inspector, Charles Wheeler, who has pro- 
secuted gu shige cases of wees 
cruelty, &c. past two months 
1 ployed by private indivi- 

duals, in which time he has proseouted 


coach: 
a common informer is usually regarded, 
yet, in reference to the rude thisaes 


, who 





good effects are sufficiently manj- 
est in the improved, though imper- 
fect state, of Smithfield M 

and the general conduct of thosé 
who have the management of horses 
and cattle. Formerly, when a hu- 
mane person interfered with the dri- 
vers, he wasloaded with the coarsest 
abuse, and that hacknied defence, 
which they had learned from those 
interested in the Slave Trade, «J 
shall treat my own property as | 
like,” was always ready to be ad-. 
vanced. But, since the passing of 
the ‘* Act to prevent the cruel 
treatment of cattle,” on remon- 
strance being made, their conduct 
is so far changed, that they endea- 
vour by every means to extenuate 
the charge, knowing, that if the 
number of the badges, coach, or 
cart were taken, and application 
made at a police office, they would 
be liable to a fine. Notwithstand- 
ing the great benefit which the 
cause of humanity has derived 
from this ‘Act, it is very ¢ ; 
and in many respects inefficient, 
‘* With the art and mystery of the 
killing trade,” by which thousands 
of animals die daily, with horrible 
refinement of per , not merely 
that man may live, but (such’a 
fiend is avarice to deprave the 
heart), that their hunger, ther 
thirst, their tortures, their dying 
agonies, may purchase the re 
ward of the epicure! this Act 
re ify y interfere. I will not 
orri our-readers by openi 
the blood-stained deat of a 
slaughter-houses, and showing in 
what manner man _ executes his 
** dominion” over the brute crea- 
tion given to him in charge by his 
bountiful Maker, when he said, 
“Into your hands are they 4eli- 
vered.” But, when I think of 
these atrocities, I cannot forbear 





are the objects of this notice, no ordinary 
individual regarding his personal safety 
would venture to contend with them, and 
we therefore wish Wheeler Lo Oo 
the support, of those who sympathi 
the creation.—Ep. 
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expressing a doubt, which has fre- 
atly Srna to my mind, 
whether our thanksgiving for 7 
food can be acceptable to God, 
whilst mercy, his loveliest attri- 
bute, is thus deliberately set at 
defiance, and without any resist- 
ance by us. I will mention only 
one other department, of cruelty, 
out of a great number, to which the 
above valuable Act doesnot apply, 
which is the barbarous diversions 
which are exhibited in different 
. London, in the baiting of 

and badgers, and in the 
fighting of dogs and cocks. In 
these places the poor animals 
seem to exist only for torture. 
When these cruel diversions are 
held, the bear is dragged from his 
den, worried and torn by the 
fiereest dogs in succession, till 
each can protract the combat no 
me Then the badger is at- 
tacked by dogs in succession, and 
if not killed, is reserved for ano- 
ther conflict. The dog-fights, 
which are to. decide some wager 
made by their brutal masters, fre- 
quently end in the death of one or 
both of these generous animals. 
Will any one say, that such “ do- 
minion” over the animal creation 
is in accordance with due reve- 
rence to the God of mercy who 
formed them; and might not we 
ourselves have been made by our 
Creator in their humble dependant 
sitvation? ‘There is a view of 
these scenes, which must deeply 
interest every Christian—the inse- 
parable connection between cruelty 
and impiety. In no other situa- 
tion, under no other circumstances, 
can a person have an opportunity 
of witnessing impiety to such de- 
br in these places; and one 
isit-only would convince the most 


sceptical, that Milton’s descrip- 
tion of Pandemonium falls far 
short even of earthly depravity. 
But it surely is.to be hoped, that 
@ simultaneous movement will be 
made by all parties, in every part 
of the empire ; already have seve- 
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ral clergymen of the Establishment 
offered gratuitously to preach an 
annual sermon on the above sub- 
ject, and, doubtless, Dissentin 

Ministers will not be rere. 
to advocate the cause of humanity 
also. In closing this letter, it is 
satisfactory to add, that a cheap 
quarterly publication, devoted 
solely to the discussion of huma- 
nity to the animal creation, is in 
contemplation; and soon, may its 
beneficent influence extend from 
one extremity of our kingdom to 
the other. I:remain, Gentlemen, 


Your's, &c. 
J.L.F. 





EXTRAORDINARY CASE OF. 
‘CLERICAL INTERFERENCE. 


(To the Editors,) 


GENTLEMEN—I beg to transmit 
you the following extraordinary 
case relating to the trust-deed of 
a new chapel in our denomina- 
tion—extraordinary at least to 
me; and I hope your correspon- 
dents would not find it possible 
to match it, in any other part of 
Great Britain: if they can, I think 
it high time it should obtain the 
most extensive publicity. For the 
facts, as here stated, I can vouch 
from personal knowledge. . 

August, 1826, THEOLOGUSs. 


In a populous district of one 
of the midland counties, a neat 
chapel has lately been erected for 
the benefit of numerous families 
around. It is situated in the vil- 
lage of A, where the officiating 
clergyman of the establishment in: 
the neighbouring town had wished 
for several years to erect a chapel 
of ease, but, according to his own 
acknowledgment, with ne hope of: 
accomplishing his object, ‘from the 
apathy of the successive Lords Bi- 
shops of the diocese. . Several per- 
sons of our denomination, residing 
on the spot, having invjted a worthy 
individual, whom I shall name Mr. 
Goodman, ‘to minister to them in. 
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‘holy things, determined on 
building ¢ *aitsble place of wor- 
ship. A well-wisher to their cause, 
of the Episcopal communion, ge- 
nerously offered them a piece of 
ground, and materials to a con- 
siderable amount. This matter 
reaching the ears of the evan- 
gelical clergyman, whom [I shall 
name Dr. Fox, he sent for the 
donor aforesaid, and so sharply 
reproved him for aiding and abet- 
ting Dissenters, that the person 
revoked his benefaction, and con- 
—— the piece of ground for a 
valuable consideration. The build- 
ing proceeded, and preparations 
were making for the executing of 
a deed to place it in trust. When 
the deonent was prepared, the 
Rev. Doetor sent for the lawyer, 
and took upon himself, without 
any right or authority whatever, 
to insert, with his own hand, in. 
the margin’ of the paper, and to 
cause the lawyer to add, certain 
clauses, the most extraordinary 
that can be well conceived—the 
bearing of which, to those ac- 
quainted with the circumstances, 
cannot be mistaken. — 
PP jn deed itself is “yg construct- 
on congregational principles, 
though it expresses the use of the 
place to be for the denomination 
called «‘ Independents.” This error 
is to be attributed to the simplicity 
of the good people, and their igno- 
rance of legal technicalities, to- 
ether with the unsuitableness of 
lawyer employed. But the 
clauses above referred to are the 
point to which attention is re- 
quested. ‘They are as follows: 

«« And, if at any time the said 
trustees, or two-thirds of their 
number, shall consent thereto, it 
shall be lawful to have the said 
meeting-house consecrated by the 
Bishop of the diocese, for an Epis- 
copal chapel, according to the 
u » Tites, and customs of the 
Church of England, as by law 
established. Or if it shall happen, 
at any time hereafter, that the said 
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trustees, or the jority of the é 
Mittens of A. aloe aan 
consider such chapel unnecessary, 
in consequence of any Episco 
chapel being built around, then it 
shall be lawful for the said trustees 
to convert the said meeting-house 
into a dwelling-house, or for such 
other purposes as they shall think 
proper. And, upon sale thereof, 
if any money shall remain after 
satisfaction of any mortgage which 
shall be made upon:the said pre- 
mises, and all other incidental ex- 
penees; that then it shall be lawful 
or the said trustees to apply the 
same toward the expenses of the 
said Episcopal chapel, or to such 
other charitable purposes as they 
may think proper.” 

Another clause provides, that 
if the law should ever disallow our 
worship, the trustees shall dispose 
of the property for charitable puir- 


poses. 

The deed being engrossed, the 
parties were summoned to execute 
it; when Dr. Fox appeared at the 
meeting on behalf of the person 
conveying the land, and took on 
himself to read to the trustees, 


. who were all plain men, the in- 


strument epee under his di- 
rection. parties signed their 
names; but when the obnoxious 
and surreptitious clauses, foi 

in by Dr. Fox and his friend the 
solicitor, came to be known to the 
trustees, they were indignant, and 
declared that they signed in utter 
ignorance of such clauses, for that 
they had .not heard a syllable of 
them from the Doctor’s lips as he 
read the deed. Some stir being 
made, an agreement was shortly 
entered into by the trustees to 
convey the chapel to other trus- 
tees, “‘ for such trusts, intents, and 
purposes, as are usual in deeds of 
trust of meeting-houses of Pro- 
testant Dissenters of the deno- 
mination aforesaid, and approved 
by the Committee of Deputies of 
the three denominations of Pro- 
testant Dissenters.” 
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It should be mentioned, that the 
rovides for the raising of 

. way of mortgage, which 
has been done = so that if the mort- 
gage should foreclose, and the 
clauses of the trust-deed should be 
permitted to operate, the result 
ight be, that, in a few years, the 

new chapel at A. might enjoy the 
benefit of Dr. Fox’s labours, or 
at least of his patronage, and Mr. 
Goodman and his friends must 
remove, and get another place 
erected, if they can, at the ex- 
pense of their dear-bought expe- 
rience. However, it is to be 
that Dr. Fox’s snare will 

be broken, and that these worthy, 
cage people, and their 
children’s children, will be per- 
mitted to assemble peacefully in 


deed 
£200. 


. this house of prayer, and that, 


instead of the case anticipated 
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somehow by Dr. Fox, that their 
worship shall be ‘ disallowed by 
law,” the just rights and privileges 
of good and conscientious subjects 
of this realm will, ere long, be 
fully and entirely enjoyed: for, 
whatever may be the wishes and 
endeavours of the established 
clergy, whether evangelical or 
not, can we imagine either that the 
nation at large, or the House of 
Brunswick, will consent even to 
an abridgment of those just rights 
and privileges as at present en- 
joyed, and for which our fore- 
fathers ‘‘ suffered the loss of all 
things ;” but rather do we antici- 
pate that full recognition of Pro- 
testant Dissenters by the State, 
which will for ever quash the an- 
~ arnag of such meh as Dr. 
Fox. 
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XXIII.—Rev. Wm. Romaine to 
John Thornton, Esq. Clapham. 
Fryday Morning. 
Hon. Srn—I cannot see y* motive for 
your , but whatever it was, I fall 
under it, and stand eorrected. I have 
not a word to’say for myself before God 
or man. ~ I cry peccavi. My mouth 
was never more stopt about self-defence, 
than at present. “Although I am per- 
suaded of God’s special love to my 
soul, and of y® free forgiveness of sins, 
yet I feel it daily hard fighting against 
them, now at the close of y* battle, very, 
very hard—yea, so hard, that I am stript 
of every great and high conceit of my- 
self, and am forced every moment to 
renounce all self-confidence. There is 
not a man in the world more exercised 
with y* body. of sin, or more plagued 
with its continual opposition to God’s 
most holy will. In these sore conflicts, 
is not a sin that can be committed, 
but I find it in me, and if God leave me 
to myself, may be committed by me. -In 
situation your reproof found me, 
acknowledging that salvation never did 
come, nor possibly can come, to one less 
ing of it than I am. 
Goon, then, Sir. Repeat your charges. 
Make one fault a thousand. Multiply 


that by thousands, by tens of thousands, 
yet still you are far short. I feel more 
than you can number. I have-nothi 

in me, aos done by me, nothic ci 
can even think of which is mine own, 
but what, Ged knoweth, I loath and 
abhor myself for. If ever I said or did 
any thing eres it was ye Lord’s 
entirely. will, 1° power, y® success 
was his. He has all ye honour. What 
was blame-worthy, it was altogether 
mine own. I take the shame of it to 
myself, and wish for more of that true 
humbling which he felt, who confessed, 
rag cos Srey way le fins { 
ashes. Every thing that brings, and 
keeps a deep sense of this alive on my 
soul is profitable, because it is the means 
of keeping up communion with the Al- 
mighty Saviour. It affords a fresh con- 
viction, that I have no failings pardoned 
but through his blood, nor subdued but 
through his grace. And, I trust, I am 
living to learn to magnify him for both. 
In- which, if you will give me your 
prayers, it is y® only favor I have to ask 
of you, and a great favor it is; y* Lord 
incline your heart to do it fervently, in 
brotherly love, such as I feel towards 
you. pray, Lord bless you to pray 
for W. Romaine. 
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XXIV.—Rev, John Newton to 
John Thornton, Esq. London. 
Olney, May 8.—76. 


My Dearest Sir,—Upon my return 
home yesterday, I found a piece of your 
letter to Mr. Venn, which he left for me. 
As I hag taken no copy of the preface 
to the Pilgrim, I employed a good part 
of to-day in writing another, which by 
Mr. Crawford’s letter, received this 
evening, I find needs not bé sent, as the 
former (which I have some notion was 


‘the better of the two) is recovered. I 


am glad the Pilgrim is in such forward- 
ness. May the Lord accompany the 
publication with his blessing, that it 
may answer your benevolent intentions. 

My journey to Yelling was very plea- 
sant, Mr. Barham’s company contributed 
greatly to make it so. And his chaise 

revented the fatigue I should otherwise 

ave felt, He sent me avery easy horse, 
upon which I rode to breakfast with 
him on Saturday. We dined and spent 
2 or 3 hours with Mr. Berridge, which 
proved a good opportunity. He is but 
poorly, the infirm state of his health 
greatly abridges his usual labors; he 
cannot go abroad so often or so far as 
he would wish, but I believe the Lord 
has taught him to bear as well as to.do 
his ‘will. The former is the harder 
lesson to those who are favoured with a 
zeal to his service, and a love for souls. 
We reached Yelling to tea, Mrs. Venn 
was yery kind, and every thing quite 
agreeable. I preached three times on 
Sunday; the congregations were tole- 
rably large, especially as the weather 
was unfavourable, and I think I never 
saw more serious faces in proportion to 
the number. At the sacrament there 
were near four-score, and to appearance 
they seemed of one heart and one mind. 
I trust the Lord was in the midst of us: 
‘as to myself, my usual dryness of spirit 
at the Lord’s table was not removed, 
and I thought ‘no person there was so 
little affected as myself: But in preach- 
ing I had no reason to complain for 
want of liberty. Upon the whole it was 
a good time. Mr. Ivery, who was at 
Huntingdon, came over to me, and I 
was glad of the opportunity of seeing 
him. 

Monday morning we went to Hun- 
tingdon, and breakfasted with Dr. and 
Mrs, Rait. We were very sociable, but 
had not time for much interesting con- 
versation. They seem to be what we 
call well-disposed people, -but I appre- 
hend not sufficiently impressed at pre- 





sent, to feel the necessity ’ of i 
with the world. Some things w i 
upon the bondage and misery of a half 
religion, which required no cross, and 
gave no offence, and we were at least 
heard with patience. One view I had 
in this visit, was to consult the doctor 
upon the wen or excresence u 
thigh. He examined it, and advvaed = 
to show it to some surgeon of eminence 
in London; he thought it might be 
safely extracted, and rather recom. 
mended the operation. He said it might 
possibly be no worse and no larger than 
at present, but that the contrary was 
possible likewise. And if it- should in. 
Crease or receive a bruise, or become by 
any means inflamed, the consequences 
might be bad. I shall think of what he 
has said, but there is no need of haste, 
I wish to avoid the surgeon’s hands if | 
can; but I desire to leave every thing 
with the Lord. And I would willingly 
decline a London journey for this year, 
as I foresee enough to engage me in :the 
country. 

We returned to Bedford to dinner on 
Monday, and I came here to dinner 
yesterday, and found all well. Thus 
mercy and goodness encompass me 
abroad and at home. The intimacy 
the Lord has given me with Mr. Bar 
ham, is a considérable addition to the 
comfort of my situation, and I hope is 
mutually useful; on my side I find it 
a and they tell me it is so fe theirs. 

generally expound in the 
when I a there, and a few han 
occasionally admitted. - 

By a letter from Mrs. Cowper of Park 
street, I am informed her son, who was 
lost, is found—returned to her from 
France, after she had given up. the hope 
of seeing him any more. His case has 
been singular, and I hope the Lord has 
led him back to receive the Gospel. I 
believe he isa child of many prayers, 
and when the Lord enables a parent to 
wrestle for a child, it is a token for good, 
and most frequently, I think, the fore- 
runner of a call. 1 hope by and by 
have glorious news to publish of the 
Lord’s goodness to my dear Mr. Cowper. 
This hope, which never forsook me i 
the darkest seasons, and encouraged by 
favorable appearances, which have been 
encreasing, and still encrease, Me is 
now conversible, and the same man a 
formerly, or nearly so, except in. what 
relates to his ,spiritual concerns, 
even with regard to these he begins to 
hesitate, will bear to hear them spoken of, 
which till very lately he could not, and 
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‘will sometimes himself speak of the dark 
seasons he has passed through: he sees 
that many of the apprehensions which 
struck him as-the most indubitable truths 
were groundless, and I believe at in- 
tervals he has expectations of a deli- 
verance. There is much yet remains to 
be done, bat I cannot doubt but the 
Lord is on his way. When the time 
comes, many will join us in saying, 
The Lord has done great things. And 
then { doubt not every thing that has 
appeared strange and disagreeable will 
be cleared up. I am sure.we shall be 
helped by your pave for a happy 
issue. . I have had my share of uneasi- 
ness on, this painful business, but have 
been supported by an abiding conscious- 
ness that the Lord pointed out and ap- 
proved our path, at a good confidence 
that he would one day clear every 
thing up. 

Mr, Crawford’s letter contained a 
£20 note, which he received for Mr. 
Carlets; | beg you to tell him it came 
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safe, I ex Sir Ha {relawney 

and Mr. Rese éi Mowlay: Please to 

presént our-best respects ’to Mrs. Thorn- 

ton and yourson Mrs. Unwin desires 

her respects to you. 

I am, Dearest Sir, 
Your most obedient, obliged Servant, 

Joan Newron. 


When an opportunity serves, I shall 
be much obliged to you for same of Dr. 
Watts’s Hymns for Children; the great 
increase of Mr, Tredon’s school, has 
almost broke me. He has near 60 
scholars, and brings them all to my 
children’s meeting at the great house. 

I would beg likewise half a dozen of 
Shaw’s Welcome to the Plague, if to be 
had. I think that book enters more 
into the spirit and life of religion, than 
most which I have read ; it has come in 
my way but very lately; I wish it was 
more generally known ; I think it might 
help to put the talking profession, with 
which too many satisfy themselves, out 
of countenance. ~ 


a 
3 POETRY: 
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(To the Editors.) 


GeNTLEMEN—I send for insertion, in 
your poetical department, some lines, 
written by one now no more, which were 
Bdressed to a Christiai Pastor, at a pe- 
fiod when his mind was agitated and de- 
pressed by some of those trials which 
the best of men have at times suffered 
from factious and * ungenerous spirits. 
It is well, when the disingenuous 
and unlovely, conduct of some pfo- 
fessors, calls forth the true sensibility 
and kind affections of others. The follow- 
ing soothing, yet animating verses, were 
written under the impression of these feel- 
ings, and tended greatly to cheer the mind 
of the respected individual to whom they 
were addressed. ‘ 

I am, Gationen, 
our’s respectfully, 
penne 8. F.J 


LINES, ADDRESSED TO THE REV. 
——, BURING. A PERIOD OF 
MENTAL DEPRESSION. 


“ Weepest thou—and why 2?” 
‘See; the moon still hangs on high :— 
Orb of mildness ! thou hast shed 

silvery light.upon that head, 

raised to heaven his soul has been, 
im thither borne his flock unseen : 
“In thy ray hast caught the tear 
That gemm'd his eye, when pleading there! 
N.S. No. 22. 


** Weepest thou—and why ?” 

Still the swift-winged angels fly :— 
Seraphs! bending on your wings, 
Ye have heatd the sounding strings, 
As in mournful melod 

He swept the harp of Calvary ; 
When sounds Holian filled the air 
Of Him who hung and suffered there ! 
The sacred soul-disgolving swell 

Ye caught, enraptured as it fell, 
And on your plumage oft have borne 
News of a prodigal’s return ! 


*¢ Weepest thou—and why ?’’ 

Still Jehovah rides the sky :— 

God of glory! from thy heaven 

Thou hast heard the praises given ; 
Bowing from thy throne of splendour, 
Caught his aspiration tender; -  , 
Owned his embassy as thine— 
Stamp'd it with thy seal divine, 

And in * the earnest”’ let him see 

His reward eternally ! 


‘© Weepest thou-and why?” 

See yon train of converts nigh. 

Heirs of heaven! ye can tell, 

How, sporting on the verge of hell, 
Ye had pursued your mad career, 

Had not his warning caught your ear ;. 
And, midst the darkness of the sky, 


Pointed to a star on high, 


And bade you to that refuge fly. 
Lights, ye on his path are strown ! 


Gems, ye shall adorn his crown! 


3Y 
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Still translucent in thine eye 

Trembles the tear-drop’??—oh! and why, 
With such a ‘* cloud of witness’” by ? 
—Gop, who reigns in brightness shrouded, 
Bending from his throne unclouded ; 
Flaming seraphs round that throne ; 
Ransomed children—all thine own ! 
—Cheer, ye orbs, the mist away— 
Children, sing him ou his way— 
Seraphs, bear him on your wings, 
Superior to terrestrial things— 

God of heaven! wipe thou the tear, 

And waft the glistening treasure there ! 


a tt te ttl 


ODE TO SCOTLAND, 


ON VISITING IT FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
» THOUGH DESCENDED FROM SCOTTISH 
ANCESTRY. 


Lanp of the mountain, hail ! 
Thy giant peaks arise 
From out the deepmost dale, 
To pierce the arching skies : 
Send forth thy mountain-cry, 
- Which shook the earth of old,— 
. It rings of liberty 
Where’er its voice has rolled! 


Land of the forest, hail ! 
Deep through thy soiemn shades 
The hollow storm-winds wail, 
And thy dark verdure fades : 
O clap thy leafy hands, 
And let thy sylvan mirth 
Awake the glowing bands 
Of freedom o’er the earth ! 


Land of the torrent, hail ! 
Whose tumbling. waters roar 
Down every channel’d vale, 
To every distant shore : 
Ye floods, your thunder roll 
Far to the bellowing main, 
And rouse the free-born soul 
With Nature’s choral strain ! 


Land of the islet, hail ! 

Let all that gem-like throng, 
Each tufted rock, prevail 

To swell the freeman’s song : 
And while this infant host 

Their shriller notes employ, 
Re-echoed by thy coast, 

Prolong the sounding joy! 
Land of the b tempest hail ! 

Before whose angry sweep 
The roots of ages quail, 

And foams to heaven the deep : 
Send thou its Voice, and van, 

To peal, to waft the shout 
Of disenthralled man 

The universe throughout ! 
Land of the meteor, hail! 

Thy mists as incense wreathe, 


Careering on the gale, 
Or sleeping still beneath : 









Let votive curls, as erst, 
Climb towering to the skies, 
As swells the awful burst 
Of all these harmonies ! 


Land of my fathers, hail! 

I roam thy lineal child, * 
Where’er thy vapours sail, 

Or leap thy cataracts wild : 
My fathers fought beside 

Thy noblest chivalry,— 
Nor fails the patriot tide, 

Nor shall, ’till shrinks the sea’! 


But dearest to my heart, 
That firm heroic band, 
Of truth who took the part, 
For conscience made the stand : 
Your mouldering tombs I seek, 
Where the bleak thistle nods,-- 
Ye, being dead, yet speak, . 
And prove your cause was God's! 


And oh! my father-land, 
Dear as thy soil to me, 
As freedom’s hallowed strand-- 
In blood, in spirit free : 
Compel the hand that weaves 
The garland of thy fame, 
Among its proudest leaves 
To twine the martyr’s name! 


Leeds. : R. W. H. 


Sahil 


PARAPHRASE ON ISAIAH lai, 3, 


‘* To appoint unto them that mourn in, Zio, 
to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil 
of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness ; that they may 
be called Trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the 1, he he might be 
glorified.’ 


ADDRESSED TO A FRIEND. 


On them that now in Zion mourn, 
The Lord his beauty sheds ; 

Nor shall they longer sit forlorn, 
With dust upon their heads. 


The oil of joy their grief repays, 
They put their mourning by,- 
And for the cheerful robe of praise 

Exchange the heavy sigh. 


Like goodly trees, with fruit extant, 
Their heavenly ‘stock they, prove, 

Till he who planted shal) transplant 
To fairer climes above. 


There, blooming by the living streams, — 
His glory they’ll display, 

And spread their boughs beneath the beams 
Of everlasting day. 


J.S. 
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Fe REVIEW OF BOOKS. 
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The Ecclesiastical History of the 
Second and Third Centuries. 
Mlustrated from the Writings of 
Tertullian. By John Bishop of 
Bristol. Bristol: Rivington, 

' 8vo. Price 12s. 6d. 

Tue history of Apostolic Acts 

written by Luke forms a memo- 

rable ef strikmg contrast, not 
only to the ecclesiastical events 
of the succeeding ages, but to the 
manner of treating ecclesiastical 
subjects, and writing ecclesiastical 
history, which subsequently pre- 
vailed. It is a refreshment and 

a solace to peruse the evangelic 

record of those transactions which 

led to the first establishment of the 

Gospel in various countries be- 
ond the boundaries of Judea; 
ut when we-wish to pursue the 

narrative, and trace the continued 

progress of the church of Christ, 
we seem to have forsaken a plain 
and strait-forward. path, and to 
be treading only upon thorns and 
briers, or to be utterly bewildered 
amidst thickets and bogs. Milton 
might well denominate them “ the 
muddy and strawy ages which fol- 

lowed the apostles ;” for it is im- 

possible to contemplate them with- 

out pain for the grievous perver- 
sions to which the Gospel was 
subjected, nor without disgust at 
the frivolity and absurdity of most 
of the controversies which en- 

the attention of ecclesiastics. 

Hence the ablest pens have been 

employed upon the subject of 

y ecclesiastical history without 
success. After years of laborious 
earch, and volumes of learned 
isquisition, we are taught little of 
the state of Christ’s religion, but 
are entertained with histories of 
speculations which never could be 
settled, and which, if they could, 
would be of: no importance. The 
history of those ages,. therefore, 
has been the Gordian-knot of theo- 
logians, and the jest-book of in- 


fidel annalists. Men of all sects 
and parties have tried, in vain, to 
make the fathers consistent with 
one another, or consistent with 
themselves, or consistent with 
their apostolic predecessors; while 
such writers as Gibbon, Bayle, 
and Hume, have endeavoured to 
ridicule Christianity itself, under 
cover of the hideous and distorted 
mask which those ages have laid 
upon its fair face. _ 

We do not know that we ought 
to complain against ecclesiastical 
historians as generally wasting 
their own labour and their readers’ 
time, by merely reciting the he- 
resies and persecutions which 
harassed the church, or the con- 
troversies and speculations which 
amused its rulers. The materials 
which have come down to us, 
with the exception of the Apo- 
logies and Defences, are barren of 
information as to all the more in- 
teresting points of Church His- 
tory, and are stuffed with sill 
tales of alleged miracles, or wi 
childish babblings, nearer akin to 
Rabbinical and Talmudic fables, 
than to ‘the useful and practical 
theology of the New Testament. 

Dr. Kaye does not appear to us 
to have succeeded in producing a 
History of the Second and Third 
Centuries; for little more is to 
be gathered from his volume upon 
this subject than a few general 
facts, which were quite as well 
understood before. And we are 
not aware that he has added any 
thing to the knowledge we already 
possessed concerning either the 
internal economy, the discipline, 
or the extension of the church, 
Yet the volume possesses con- 
siderable merits as an analysis of 
Tertullian’s writings, and the con- 
troversies in which he engaged. 
It is certainly by no means a 
matter of general interest to know 
what that learned father believed,- 

3Y 2 





6x2 Review of Books:—Bp. Bristol's Ecclesiastical History. [Octobet, 


nor to trace the reasons by which 
he supported his speculations, 
Most of his reasonings are as 
little worth regarding as his opi- 
nions are worth knowing. It is 
certain that no accessions can be 
made to christian theology by the 
study of Fertullian’s works, and 
we almost think the good enim | 
of Bristol must have felt the tas 
of wading through such a con- 
tinent of mud not a little irksome, 
and that, now he is able to define 
its boundaries, and to tell us its 
contents, he can feel little com- 
ploseney in the results. It is true, 
e undertook the work “ with a 
view to the illustration of the doc- 
trine and discipline of the Chareh 
of England ;” but we confess we 
are not able to discern where the 
rays of illustration fall, nor what 
honour it could be to the Chureh 
of England to derive illustration 
from such a source, Indeed, one 
of the chief points which Dr. Kaye 
brings out from Tertullian’s writ- 
ings is the i lence of the 
imitive churches. Whether this 
ars on the defence of the Church 
of England, or rather favouring 
other churches, the reader shall 


judge. 


2 

** The passages already alleged suf- 
ficiently prove that, in Tertullian‘s esti- 
mation, the apostolic churches were in- 
dependent of each other, and equal in 
rank and degree. He professes, indeed, 
a peculiar respect for the Church of 
Rome: not, however, because it was 
founded by St. Peter, but because both 
that apostle and St. Paul there sealed their 
testimony to the. Gospel with their blood, 
and St. John was there thrown into the 
¢auldron of burning oil.” —pp. 236. 


This is a valuable testimony, in 
addition to the many already given 
by almost every other ecclesiasti- 
cal writer, to the accuracy of those 
views entertained by our churches 
on this important point. A church 
of Christ, it is now agreed, is a 
voluntary society of faithful men ; 
and every such society, upon 
Bishop Kaye’stestimony, afterTer- 
tillian, was, in the apostolic age, 





independent of every other such 
society. 

There are many parts of -the 
volume which have excited oir 
high admiration both of the ability 
and candour of Dr. Kaye. We 
cannot, indeed, applaud his length- 
ened explanations of the absurd 
opinions and vague reasonings of 
his author upon many speculative 
points ; still less can we commend 
the chapter entitled The State of 
Letters and Philosophy. It is su. 
perficial. and unsatisfactory in a 
high degree, and would more pro- 
perly be entitled On the Meta 
physics of Tertullian. We are very 
far, however, from wishing to de- 
preciate.the Bishop’s work. With 
some sections we have been much 
pleased, and must be allowed to 
present our readers with one 
sage on a very important point, 
which we read with great satis. 
faction. It relates to the cessation 
of the miraculous powers of the 
church. 


‘¢ The miraculous powers conferred upon 
the apostles were the credentials, by which 
they were to prove that they were the 
bearers of a new revelation from God to 
man; and thus to mark the commence- 
ment of a new era in the order of the 
divine dispensations. We might there. 
fore infer, from the purpose for which 
they were conferred, that they would ia 

rocess of time be withdrawn. That they 
om been withdrawn, is a fact which few 
Protestants will controvert, though great 
difference of opinion prevails respecting 
the precise period to which we must refer 
this important alteration in.the cireum- 
stances of the church. Gibbon has endea- 
votred to controvert what he terms the 
insensibility of the Christians to the cessa- 
tion of miraculous gifts, into an argument 
against their existence at any period. ‘So 
extraordinary an event must,’ he | 
“have excited universal attention, 
caused the time at which it bappened to 
he precisely and noted. But 
in vain do we consult ecclesiastical ’ 
in the hope of assigning a limit to 
period, during which supernatural powers 
subsisted in the church : we find pretences 
to thera advanced in every age, and sup- 
ported by testimony no less weighty and 
respectable than that of the age which 
preceded it.’ The inference which he 
manifestly intends his reader to draw 1s, 
that, as pretensions to miraculous 
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have been asserted in all ages, and con- 
tinue to be asserted even at the time when 
he wrote,—-and every reasonable man was 
convinced of their cessation,—those pre- 
tensions were in all ages equally unfound- 





ed. The ent is plausible, and is 
urged with the author’s wonted ingenuity 
and address. Yet the supposition, that 
miraculous powers were gradually with- 
drawn from the church, appears in a great 
measure to account for the uncertainty 
which has prevailed respecting the period 
of their cessation. To adopt the language 
of indoubting confidence on such a sub- 
ject, would be a mark no less of folly, 
than presumption ; but [I may be allowed 
to state the conclusion to which I have 
myself been led, by a comparison of the 
statement in the book of Acts with the 
writings of the fathers of the second cen- 
tury. My conclusion then is, that the 
power of working miracles was not ex- 
tended beyond the disciples upon whom 
the apostles conferred it by the imposition 
of their hands. As the number of those dis- 
ciples gradually diminished, the instances 
of the exercise of miraculous powers be- 
came continually less frequent, and ceased 
entirely at the death of the last individual 
on whom the hands of the apostles had 
been laid. That event would, in the na- 
tural course of things, take place before 
the middle of-the second century: at a 
time when, Christianity having obtained 
a footing in all the provinces of the Roman 
empire, the miraculous gifts conferred 
upon its first teachers had performed their 
appropriate office, that of proving to the 
world that a new revelation had been 
iven from heaven. What, then, would 
be the effect produced on the minds of the 
great body of Christians by their gradual 
cessation? Many would not observe, 
none would be willing to observe it; for 
all must naturally feel a reluctance to be- 
lieve that powers, which had contributed 
80 essentially to the rapid diffusion of 
Christianity were withdrawn. They who 
remarked the cessation of miracles would 
probably succeed in persuading themselves 
that it was only temporary, and designed, 
by an all-wise Providence, to be the pre- 
lude to a more abundant effusion of super- 
natural gifts upon the church. Or if doubts 
and misgivings crossed their minds, they 
would still be unwilling openly to state a 
fact which might shake the steadfastness 
of the friends, and would certainly be 
urged by the enemies of the Gospel as an 
argument against its divine origin. They 
pursue the plan which has been 
pursued by Justin Martyr, Theophilus, 
» &e. ; they would have recourse 

{© general assertions of the existence of 
Supernatural powers, without attempting 
to produce a specific instance of their 
exercise. The.silence of ecclesiastical his- 
tory respecting the cessation of miraculous 
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gifts in the church, is to be ascribed, not 
tu the insensibility of Christians to that 
important event, but to the confined ope- 
ration of prejudice and policy—of pre- 
judice, which made them reluctant to 
believe—of policy, which made them 
anxious to conceal the truth.’’—pp. 96— 
100. 

With this, extract we must take 
our leave of Dr. Kaye, not with- 
out thanks for the gratification his 
work has afforded us, nor without 
deep regrets for the trifling results. 
of his laborious researches. We 
have yet to expect an Ecclesiastical 
History of the interesting period to 
which this work refers. 


WeeeeeetTes 


A Parting Memorial: consisting of 
Miscellaneous Discourses, written 
and preached in China; at Sin- 
gapore; on board Ship at Sea, 
in the Indian Ocean ; at the Cape 
v Good Hope ; and in England. 

ith Remarks on Missions, §c. 
§c. By Robert Morrison, D.D. 
F.R.S. M R.A.S., President of 
the Anglo- Chinese College, Sc. Sc. 
8v0. pp. 411. 10s. 6d, Simpkin 
and Marshall, 1826. 


Tue title and contents of this 
volume forcibly remind us of the 
last injunction of the adorable 
Redeemer. He left this plain, 
and authoritative command, ‘* Go 
ye into all the world, and preach ~ 
the Gospel to every creature,” as a 
‘* parting memorial” of his bene- 
volent designs, and required that 
it should be obeyed by his disci- 
ples in every successive age, ‘ till 
the end of the world,” 

The * last words” of a friend 
about to leave his native shores, or 
to enter on ‘* that land from whose 
bourne no traveller has returned,” 
are usually regarded with extreme 
interest and veneration. Consi- 
dering the “‘ last words” of the Sa- 
viour, as expressing his valedictory 
wish, it would be, at once, our 
duty and interest practically to re- 
gard it But how powerful soever 
might be the inducement to obe- 
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dience, arising from the thought 
that it was the parting injunc- 
tion of a friend; yet it ought not 
to weaken the motive to obedience, 
arising from the consideration, that 
it is the plain, positive, and irre- 
vocable command of our great 
Lord and Master! 

Weare sorry to observe, in some 
quarters, sentiments prevailing re- 
specting the “‘ coming of Christ,” 
and the establishment of his king- 
dom, the tendency of which is to di- 
minish the force of this command, 
and to induce a relaxation of 
effort’ in the missionary cause. 
Were these sentiments restricted 
to the time and manner of the Sa- 
viour’s appearing, they would be 
comparatively harmless. But con- 
nected with them are numerous 
speculations respecting the nature 
of the kingdom itself, and the agents 
by wliose instrumentality it is to be 
established; and the consequent ten- 
dency is to divert the attention of 
the christian world from the sim- 
ple and authoritative injunction of 
ourLord. The friends of missions 
are reproached, if not directly, at 
least, by implication, as having 
formed wrong notions respecting 
the final triumphs of the Gospel, 
as having misunderstood the na- 
ture and meaning of the Scripture 
prophecies, and as having adopted 
wrong measures, and employed 
improper agents for the conversion 
of the world. Happily, however, 
there is so much diversity and un- 
intelligibility, contrariety and ex- 
travagance in the sentiments to 
which we have referred, that we 
may confidently anticipate that 
their baneful influence will be neu- 
tralized, if not destroyed. 

Without entering on the specula- 
tions, whether the Jews or Gentiles 
are to have the priority of conver- 
sion, or whether the conversion of 
the Gentiles is to be effected by 
the instrumentality of the Jews, or 
whether the kingdom of Christ is 
to be speedy or remote in its esta- 
blishment —the commission of 







the Saviour is plain and inteljj. 
gible, and enforces the duty of 
attempting the evangelization of 
the world, irrespective of peculiar 
times and seasons. It is a com. 
mand universal .in its obligation, 
exient, and application. Mankind, 
as destitute of the Gospel, as 
perishing for ‘‘ lack of knowledge,” 
—‘ whether Jews or Gentiles, 
Barbarians or Scythians, bond or 
free,” were the objects of the Re. 
deemer’s solicitude ; and for whose 
salvation he bid his servants 
“go forth and declare the ever. 
lasting Gospel.” This sentiment is 
frequently and powerfully adyo- 
cated in the volume before us, 
We were peculiarly gratified in 
perusing the liberal, enlightened, 
and comprehensive views it con- 
tains of the fraternity of man- 
kind—of the “ oneness” of the 
human family. 


** Since,”’ says the author, ‘* God has 
made of one blood all nations of men: 
since there is one God and Father of all, 
and he made human beings of the same 
material, there is a manifest kindredship 
or equality amongst mankind. Too long 
have false notions of individual supe- 
riority, of family greatness, and of the 
right of some nations to dominate over 
the rest, and notions of a mistaken pa- 
triotism led man to despise and disregard, 
if not hate and injure his fellows, for all 
of whom, we this day claim the rights of 
consanguinity and brotherhood.” i 

‘* As salvation is not designed to be 
limitéd to one country, so the command of 
Zion’s King to his people, is not to con- 
fine their notification-of his redeeming 
work to any one country; but to ‘ go into 
all the world, and proclaim the Gospel to 
every creature.’ In a peculiar sense, the 
religion of Jesus makes men ‘ citizens of 
theworld.’ It calls-on them, not to con- 
fine their attention or their benevolent 
efforts only to persons who live under the 
same civil government with themselves; 
but to extend their attention, their care, 
their benevolence to all human beings, 
whom their Creator has made of the same 
blood as themselves ; who occupy, as well 
as themselves, a part of their heavenly 
Father’s wide domain; who, as well as 
themselves, are under his government 
Shall Christians, then, limit or extend 
their concern and their efforts to promul- 
gate the Gospel of Christ, just as humana 
governments may be removed and ex- 
tended.” ' 
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Animated by these sentiments, 
the respected author of these dis- 
courses embarked, nineteen years 
since; for. the distant shores of 
Eastern Asia. That portion of the 
missionary field to which he has 
peony Oe labours is immensely 
important, both as it regards the 
number and character of its inha- 
bitants; It appears to have been, 
through successive generations, 
and still is, the most deeply en- 
trenched and strongly fortified of all 
the strong holds of Satan, Its po- 
litical and moral barriers against 
the introduction of ‘the Gospel, 
seem less vulnerable than the stu- 

dous wall that bounds the 
imits, and constitutes the defence 
of the empire. 

“ Every nation,” Mr. Douglas 
observes, ‘“* has its vulnerable 
point, by means of which it is 
rendered. accessible to christian 
instruction. The Chinese are ‘a 
reading nation.” Their desire 
for reading, then, is the point of 
attack to which the attention of 
Christendom should be constantly 
alive, Preaching to the Chinese 
as anation, is at present impracti- 
cable. The press, therefore, must 
be unceasingly employed to fur- 
nish them with the ‘ word of life.’” 

It is happy tor China, that in 
her first Protestant Missionary 

>has so powerful an advocate 
of her claims—one whose very soul 
is absorbed in her interest—whose 
love for her welfare has become 
the ruling passion of his breast. 
And so powerfully predominant is 
it,that Mr. Foster’s elegant descrip- 
tion of the decided man graphi- 
cally delineates Dr. .Morrison’s 
mental character. 

“The subject of such a com- 
manding passion wonders, if in- 

, he were at leisure to wonder, 
at the. persons who pretend to at- 
tach importance to an object, 
which they make none but the 
most languid efforts to secure, 

utmost powers of the man are 
constrained into the service of the 
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favourite cause by this passion, 
which sweeps away, as it advances, 
all the trivial objections and little 
opposing motives, and seems to 
open a way through impossibilities.” 

«The man seems rigorously in- 
tent still on his object as he 
walks, regales, or mingles with . 
domestic society, and appears to 
despise all feelings that will not 
take rank with the grave labours 
and decision of intellect, or coa- 
lesce with the unremitting passion, 
which. is his spring of action,” 

The Doctor is unquestionably 
fired with a noble. enthusiasm in 
behalf of China—an enthusiasm, 
however, which, on account of the 
object it has in view, is only the 
dictate of sobriety and truth, To 
the influence of this passion must 
be attributed several of the appa- 
rently severe reflections contained 
in these discourses. What appear 
difficulties and obstacles to others, 
are not so to him. Diligence and 

erseverance, with the blessing of 

eaven, he conceives will accom-_ 
plish wonders. On this principle 
he has acted, and the effects of his 
devoted attachment to China, and 
his persevering labours in her be- 
half, are seen in his stupendous 
Chinese Dictionary ,—in his trans- 
lations 6f the Chinese Scriptures, 
—in his other literary and evan- 
gelical publications, to facilitate 
the acquisition of the Chinese 
language, and to extend the know- 
ledge of the Redeemer. This irre- 
pressible desire of promoting the 
evangelization of China, influenced 
all his thoughts and labotrs during 
his stay in England, and has com- 
pelled him to re-embark for the dis- 
tant shores of the Eastern Archi- 
pelago. 

Whilst in England, Dr. Morri- 
son preached, wrote, and gave 
instruction, with a view of excit- 
ing an interest in behalf of China 
in the breasts of his countrymen— 
he pleaded the importance of the 
press, as an instrument for the con- 
version of the nations of the earth, 





536 Review of Books :— Morrison's Parting Memorial. [Octet ‘ 


and especially of the Chinese; and 
‘< in accordance with the principle 
he so often advocated, he availed 
himself of the press, to leave with 
his friends and the public,” the 
volume before us, as a ‘‘ Parting 
Memorial.” It contains twenty-six 
. discourses, on various passages 
of Scripture, and seven essays, or 
tracts, on various subjects con- 
nected with the dissemination of 
the Gospel. It is a peculiarly 
interesting volume, both on ac- 
count of the character of the dis- 
courses, and the places in which 
they were delivered. 

Four were preached in China; 
five on board the ‘* Waterloo,” on 
the passage from China to Eng- 
land; one in Dr. Philip's Chapel, 
at the Cape of Good Hope; and 
the remainder at various places, 
and on various occasions, in Eng- 
land. The sermons are charac- 
terized by great simplicity of style, 
by scriptural correctness of senti- 
ment, and by considerable earnest- 
ness of appeal. The author ap- 
pears not to have aimed to pro- 
duce-a volume merely to please, 
but to benefit. The choice of his 
subjects, and the manner in which 
they are treated, show that he 
was intent on one great object 
—the communication of religious 
4ruth, and impressing its import- 
ance most. deeply on the mind ! 
We certainly should not class the 
volume before us with either the 
most eloquent or most learned 
discourses which have been issued 
from the press. But it is a vo- 
lume most justly deserving the 
serious attention and constant pe- 
rusal of every lover of truth, Z. 
manity, and religion. We there- 
fore most cordially recommend it 
+o our readers, feeling assured. that 
they will not rise from its pe- 
susal without being deeply im- 
pressed with a conviction of their 
ewn obligations to redeeming 
mercy, and of the necessity of 
using prompt and unceasing ef- 
forts for the salvation of mankind. 


The discourses delivered’ jg 
China, and on board the Water. 
loo, are of a general characte; 
Those delivered in England are 
either missiouary sermons, or are 
made to bear with peculiar tag 
on the missionary cause. In these 
latter discourses, and, indeed. 
throughout the volume, there js 
scattered considerable information 
respecting the state of the civilize. 
tion, philosophy, morals, and relj. 
gion of the Chinese ; together with 
several of the moral maxims and 
aphorisms of their most celebrated 
sages. 

The volume is essentially mis- 
sionary in its character and ten. 
dencies, and contains the most é- 
lightened views, powerful 
ments, affecting details, and ener. 
getic appeals on the subject of 
missionary exertion, we ever fe 
member to have seen. We might 
easily fill our columns with inte. 
resting paragraphs on this all-im- 


portant subject; but our limits 


require that our quotations should 
be few. 

Tn the sermon, entitled « Re 
gard to the Affairs of Others,” the 
following affecting paragraph oc- 
curs :— 


‘* Since Augustine, the first Archbishop 
of Canterbury, obtained a footing in. this 
then pagan Jand, to what a degree have 
the means of Christian know in- 
creased ? 
preacher to describe the difference of means 


It is not, however, for your 


enjoyed by this country and that land 
from which he has returned for a season. 
It has taken, at least, ten centuries to bring 
you to the state of Gospel privilege in 
which you are this day ; and it is not easy 
for you to look back and realize the pagaa 
state of the Saxon heptarchy. But I have 
actually -experienced a similar state of 
moral and religious degradation in 
Eastern hemisphere. The people there 
are not, in a physical point of view, wor 
off than you. Their climate is not 
them generally insalubrious : they have 
food and raiment, and sunshine and 
shower, which contribute to the gladness 
of the animal spirits. But the Christian 
Church ProteStant has not, till A 
taken any pains to convey to them 


glad tidi of salvation. 
know, nag ae and experience, the a0 
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and unsatisfying nature of all 
a y pursuits ; of pleasure, of ambi- 


, of riches, of honours—they feel that’ 


are sinners against conscience, which 
them ; but still Satan keeps them 

in a dark prison, and Christians take little 
sains to send them the light of Gospel 
fiberty-they remain in darkness and in 
‘bondage, hugging their chains, observing 
rites which cannot profit, cherishing hopes 
which must prove fallacious, and dreading 
evils fron every cause but the real one-- 
sin against God. There are yonder, who 
can-réad, Chinese people equal in number 
toa fourth of the population of the world, 
and there are not there more than four 
efficient ministers of the reformed religion, 
for nearly three hundred millions of hu- 
man beings. The United Kingdom of 
Great Britain would be better circum- 
stanced than those regions, as to the at- 
tainment of Christian knowledge, were all 
religious books in the land consumed by 
fire—the churches and chapels demolished 
—the colleges and academies overthrown 
--and the ministers of religion annihi- 
lated, for after all this havoc and destruc- 
tion, there would be, I believe, hundreds 
of thousands of spiritual Christians pos- 
sessed of divine knowledge, and willing 
and able to preserve this knowledge, and 
to re-edify an apparently ruined Chris- 
tianity in this land. Whilst yonder 
Satan sits enthroned, and receives the mis- 
taken homage of millions, under the ap- 
pearance of an endless variety of demon 
gods, heroes, und virgins, and saints, and 
spirits of rivers, and mountains, and hills, 
and the manes of parents and -ancestors. 
And yonder, lying miracles, and false pro- 
, and cunning diviners and astrologers, 

and ignorant or self-deceived or hypo- 
critical priests, and monks, and nuns, and 
thasses of pagan origin; and a delusive 
mummery of uninteliigible words every 
where abound. And Sroseee cases, where 
the minds of the educated and thinking 
‘men revolt at these vulgar deceits of the 
devil, and misguided men and women, 
they rush from the extreme of a gross 
superstition to atheism and annihilation, 
and live with no better pursuits, and die 
with no higher hopes than the beasts that 


perish.”--pp. 228, 229. 


«We intended to have given 
some extracts from some other 
discourses, but we must forbear. 
We cannot, however, pass on 
without recommending to the most 
devout attention the two sermons, 
entitled «« The Constraining power 


of the Savour’s Love,” and“ The 


anticipated End of the World.” 
In the papers, at the close of the 
volume, there are some admirable 
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Qualifications of 


remarks on t 
d Missionary Di- 


Missionaries, 
rectors. 

We could have wished that 
there had been less severity in 
some of the Doctor’s remarks in 
the paper on the ‘ Qualification 
of the Directors;” but we shalt 
rejoice in finding that there is no 
ground for apprehension on the sub- 
ject. The missionary cause is one 
whose magnitude and importance 
require the consecration of all the 
talents and energies, and much 
of the time of its Directors. The 
business is too multifarious and 
urgent to be despatched at casual 
intervals, or by occasional and 
unpunctual attendance at its meet- 
ings for business. It would be 
desirable, were it possible, that 
a Missionary Director should de- 
vote all his time to the glorious 
cause, or, at least, that he should 
engage in no other Society, an 
attendance on which would in- 
terfere with the regular discharge 
of his missionary duties. There 
is some truth in the allegation of 
the author, “ that missionary la- 
bour is esteemed a low service;” 
and we think that the seeming 
want of respect for the missionary 
character, and sympathy for his 
circumstances, and interest in his 
welfare, which is in some cases 
evinced, is to be attributed to 
the influence of this sentiment. 
We trust, however, that the re- 
marks of the worthy Doctor, in 
his closing papers, will be the 
means of promoting mutual re- 
spect, sympathy, and interest, be- 
tween all who are engaged in the 
common cause, from the most re- 
sponsible Director, to. the hum- 
blest contributor, sad, jeducing 
them to consider themselves only 
as servants of one Lord and 
Master, are ually important 
in their respective stations, and 
that in this cause, the only jus- 
tifiable pre-eminence is that of 
devotedness to its interest and ser- 
vices. 
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The paper on the Qualifica- 
tions and Duties of Missiona- 
ries is important and just. The 
days have long since passed, in 
which it was considered, that any 
person, with sufficient piety and 
zeal, however deficient in mental 
abilities and attainments, would 
be competent for a missionary. 
It is now generally admitted, 
that the mental powers and li- 
terary attainments of a mission- 
ary should be equal, if not su- 
acon to those of a minister at 
ome. The languages—the men- 
tal character—the ingenious so- 
histry—the hardened and garru- 
ous infidelity of many of the na- 
tions, amongst whom the mis- 
sionaries labour, present insupera- 
ble difficulties to men destitute of 
mental cultivation and literary 
knowledge. How frequently have 
the various missionary societies 
suffered, through the injudicious- 
ness and inefficiency of their un- 
qualified agents. The reproach is 
now nearly wiped away—men of ta- 
lents and industry, as well as piety, 
have consecrated, and are conse- 
crating themselves to the Lord. 
We can triumphantly direct the 
literary — of the mis- 
sionary enterprize, to a Martyn 
and a Henderson—to a Carey and 
his co-adjutors—to a Milne and 
an Ellis—and though named the 
last, not the least—the celebrated 
author of these discourses, as hold- 
ing no mean place in the republic 
of letters, and as deserving, by 
their literary labours, to say no- 
thing of their benevolent exertions, 
the admiration of mankind. 
’ Whether it would be desirable 
that our most talented ministers, 
already occupying important sta- 
tions of usefulness at home, should 
abandon their posts, and enter 
on foreign service, as suggested 
and contended for by the Doc- 
tor, in which he has been sup- 
orted by the Rev. H. Town- 
ey, may be questionable. That 
the churches should exert their 
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dividuals to give themselves to the 
glorious cause, and should send 
them forth, or recommend them 
to their missionary directors, as 
suitable agents to be sent forth, 
we think correct and desirable, 
But, if we are to make the primi- 
tive practice our exclusive rule,and 
not to be regulated, in some cases, 
by the difference of our circum- 
stances, our missionaries ought to 
become itinerants of the globe— 
frequently returning home—giving 
an account of their services—mak- 
ing periodical visitations of the 
places in which they have pre- 
viously and vigorously laboured, 
The apostles were miraculously 
enabled to speak in various lan- 
guages, and they confined their 
attention chiefly to preaching. 
But to become sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the languages’ of 
the heathen, so as to speak flu- 
ently and intelligibly on religious 
subjects, requires great mental 
effort and much application—an 
effort and application for which, 
without intending any reflection, 
we may safely affirm, many of our 
most valuable settled ministers 
would, at their time of life, be 
wholly incompetent. Their preach- 
ing talents may be of a superior 
order, but these alone are insufli- 
cient, and in some cases, as in 
China, for the present are com- 
paratively useless. That some of 
our most pious, zealous, and pru- 
dent ministers, should be selected 
to superintend missionary esta 
blishments, or to act as agents for 
the Missionary Society in distant 
lands, or to form deputations to 
visit occasionally distant mission- 
ary stations, we think highly im- 
portant and desirable, But for 
missionaries, we should most de- 
cidedly approve of men of talent, 


Piety, and zeal, the prime 


ower of whose life should be 
consecrated to this noble ser- 
vice. 

We do, however, most cordially 
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with the respected author, 
that the efforts already made in 
behalf of the heathen bear no pro- 
rlion to our obligation and their 
necessities, and that the command- 
ment of the Redeemer will not be 
fulfilled, till the tidings of mercy 
have been sounded through every 
land, and have greeted every mor- 
tal ear. 

Lengthened as have been our 
remarks, we cannot forbear quot- 
ing, and recommending to the most 
serious consideration of all our 
readers, the closing paragraph of 
the “‘ Parting Memorial.” 


% It has occurred to me, that zealous 
Christians, in the same neighbourhood, 
might with great advantage meet occa- 
sionally, without any of the formalities of 
an association, to inform themselves fully 
‘ ing foreign churches, and Mis- 
sionary stations generally: whilst the mem- 
bers of each a8sociation, attaching them- 
selves especially to one or two missions, 
for the purpose of interesting themselves 
especially in their behalf, and writing out 
an occasional letter of Christian sympathy 
or congratulation, in the united names of 
the persons so-assembling. An autograph 
communication from a faithful soldier in 
the field, in return, would interest the 
hearts of the disciples more than a printed 
despatch ever can. All the missionaries 
Thave known bave felt the want of private 
expressions of Christian sympathy, and 
tokens of friendship in contradistinction 
from merely official correspondence. 
Friendship and love are, of all human 
supports, the most powerful to the heart 
ofman. Adieu.” 


We now take our leave of the 
worthy Doctor, cordially thank- 
ing him for his interesting volume, 
and trusting that it will be read 
by every lover of humanity and 
teligion. 
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The United States of America com- 
pared with some European Coun- 
tries, particularly England: in 
a Discourse delivered in Trinity 

_ Church, in the City of New York, 
October, 1825. With Intro- 
duction and Notes. By the Right 


Rev. John Henry Hobart, D. D.- 


- Bishop of the Protestant Epis« 
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copal Church in the State of 

New York. _ London: Miller, 

1826. 48pp.8vo. 2s. 

Tue Church of England had not 
long recovered from that paroxysm 
of revenge, which drove into Ame- 
rican exile thousands of holy and 
high minded Englishmen, before 
she discovered that the settlement 
of christian churches in the colo- 
nies, without state patronage or 
episcopal control, was an incon- 
venient precedent, which might 
eventually lead to comparisons 
not to her own advantage. It 
therefore soon became an object 
of great importance with the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, to foster the growth 
of an Episcopal Church in New 
England, a its sectarian pro- 
ceedings provoked Mr. White- 
field to remark, that it was a So- 
ciety for promoting Episcopacy, 
rather than the Gospel. 

Various proposals were made 
for the establishment of an Ame- 
rican Episcopate ; but the settlers 
abroad, and the Dissenters at 
home, viewed the extension of pre- 
latical authority in the Colonies 
with a jealousy which evinced 
their intimate acquaintance with 
the spirit and tendencies of that 
system. At length the close of 
the revolutionary struggle secured 
political equality to all seets, and 
gave independence to the United 
States; and consequently the Ame- 
rican clergy, who were devoted to 
the discipline of the Church of 
England, found themselves, as the 
subjects of the republican govern- 
ment, separated by a gulph as 
wide as the Atlantic, from a na- 
tional hierarchy and lordly domi- 
nation. Conscientious in their 
conviction, that the Christian mini- 
stry is divinely constituted in the 
three orders of Bishop, Priests, 
and Deacons, some arrangement 
became necessary to render them 
independent of the, Mother Church 
of doewed. They deserved this 
at her hands, and therefore, in the 
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negociations which, so happily for 
the world, terminated the unna- 
tural and disastrous war between 
this country and the Colonies, ar- 
rangements were made for the con- 
secration of American Bishops, 
and an Act of Parliament, that 
indispensable authority in the spi- 
ritual affairs of the Church of 
England, was passed, permitting 
the Metropolitan to consecrate the 
elected Bishops of the Anglo- 
American Church. In _ conse- 
quence of this legislative permis- 
sion, the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States introduced to 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
Dr. Provost, Bishop elect of New 
York, and Dr. White, of Phila- 
delphia, who were, in the month of 
February 1787, consecrated at 
Lambeth Palace by his Grace, 
assisted by his right reverend 
brethren of Bath and - Peter- 
borough. Whatever, therefore, 
of mystic influence and authority 
is usually imparted by this mode of 
maintaining the apostolical succes- 
sion,was on this occasion fully com- 
municated by archiepiscopal hands 
to these Transatlantic prelates, 
and every priest they have since 
consecrated, must be regarded, by 
all good churchmen, as a duly-qua- 
lified Bishop. We have indulged in 
these historical remarks to esta- 
blish the legitimate claims of Dr. 
Hobart, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of 

ew York, ‘and author of this 
sermon before us, to all the autho- 
rity which is religiously conceded 
by orthodox churchmen to clergy- 
men of his order. 

We might, however; have taken 
a shorter course; for a certain jour- 
nal, that guages with marvellous 
precision the orthodoxy of the 
Episcopal clergy, long since pro- 
nounced most favourably on the 
soundness of Dr. Hobart. “ His 
high character, great services, 
sound principles, have been well 
known for many years.” Yea, 
the writer of that article did not 
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hesitate to proclaim him, “the 
most efficient and distinguished 
member” of the Anglo-American 
Church. It was, in course, to be 
expected, that when such a pr 

late (to recruit his impaired healthy 
visited this ‘‘ father land,” that a re. 
ception would be given him as 
flattering as his episcopal charae- 
ter was eminent. Such he receiy- 
ed from his episcopal brethren 
and other influential members of 
the Church of England, who, by 
their marked attentions, testified 
how cordially they could fraternise 
with this “ distinguished member” 
of the American Church. All the 
sources of information were open 
to him ;- and he was called to con- 
template his own beloved order, 
lodged in palaces, enthroned in ca- 
thedrals, and “rearing their mitred 
fronts in Courts and Parliaments,” 

This splendour, however, did not 
gratify Dr. Hobart, for he regarded 
it not as a celestial radiance, but 
rather as that lurid phosphoric light 
which marks the presence and pro- 
gress of corruption. 

On his return to the United 
States, he delivered the discourse 
before us to his own charge at the 
Trinity Church, New York, and 
which contains his deliberate judg- 
ment on the state of the Mother 
Church of Great Britain, which will 
require no ordinary adroitness to 
yee either partial or untrue. 

earing lest the imputation of in- 
gratitude should be cast upon 
him, he fully acknowledges, with 
emotions of the liveliest grati- 
tude, the abundant hospitalities 
and attentions which leddened 
his residence in England, and then 
proceeds— 

* But surely this powerful feeling is 
not to repress the exercise of the privi- 
lege, and indeed the duty, of every person 
who may have the opportunity, of com- 
paring his own country and church with 
others, not for the unworthy purpose of 
petty boasting, but in the elevated view 
and hope, however humble his influence, 
of advancing the t interests of the 
human kind, and the divine cause of the 
kingdom and charch of Jesus Christ. 
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j and eae ene as 
‘ be, would, at such a price, be 
pon ad dearly purchased. 

« No—I revere and love England and 
its church ; but I love my own church 
and country better. ‘If I forget thee, 
O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget 
its cunning. 1f1do not remember thee, 
may my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth; if 1 prefer not Jerusalem above 

chief joy.’ 

4 It is with's view to nourish the same 
sentiments in you, that I have indulged in 
remarks which some may think unneces- 
sary and invidious. But what I have said, 
bas been dictated by a paramount sense 
of duty, which, when clear and decided, 
ought not to look to personal consequences 
—by a deep and deliberate conviction 
that you cannot be made sensible of the 
great superiority of your own church in 
many particulars of human arrangement, 
but by the comparison which [ have made. 
And you ought to know and to feel this 
superiority, not for the a (1 repeat 
it) of nourishing a foolish vain-glory, but 
a cherishing that enlightened and warm 
attachment to your church, which only 
will lead to zealous and unabating endea- 
yours to preserve her purity, and extend 
her hallowed influence. 

Nor is this comparison without ano- 
ther important object, Common opinion 
often identifies our church, not merely in 
the cardinal points of faith, of ministry, 
and of worship, in which we are proud 
thus to be identified with the Church of 
England, but in the organization which 
results from her connection with the state. 
This erroneous view of our church has 
subjected her, in various -places and at 
different times, to an odium which, pre- 
venting a dispassionate examination of her 
real character, of her apostolic and primi- 
tive claims, has seriously retarded her pro- 
gress. It hag been insinuated, if not 
openly asserted, that we secretly desired 
the establishment, the honours, and the 
wealth of the Church of England. God 
forbid (I speak reverently and most seri- 
ey) Mt we should ever have them. It 
may be doubted whether, in their present 
operation, they are a blessing to the Church 

of They weigh down her apos- 
tolic principles ; they obstruct the exer- 
_Gise of her legitimate powers; they sub- 
ject her to worldly pglicy ; they infect her 
with worldly views. Still in her doctrines, 
in her ministry, in her worship, she is 
‘all glorious within’—and thanks to the 
sound, and orthodox, and zealous clergy, 
who have been faithfnl to her principles, 
she is still the great joy and the great 
blessing of the land. It would ve impossi- 
Die to, sever the church from the state, 
without a convulsion which would uproot 
-both, and thus destroy the fairest fabric of 
social and religious happiness in the Euro- 
pean world, 


compared with some European Countries. 


541 


‘* But many of the abuses to which se- 
cular interest and views have subjected 
the Church of England, and magy even of 
the original defects of her constitution, 
might be, and may we not hope will be, 
corrected and remedied by the gradual but 
powerful influence of public opinion. And 
it therefore is a high act of duty and of 
friendship to that church, to direct the 
public attention to those abuses and de- 
fects. For if the Church of England were 
displayed in her evangelical and apostolic 
character, purified and reformed from 
many abuses, which have gradually but 
seriously diminished her influence, greater - 
would be the blessings she would diffuse, 
more limited and less inveterate the dis- 
sent from her, and more devoted the 
grateful attachment of her members. -We 
want not, therefore, the wealth, the 
honours, or establishment of the Church 
of England. With the union of church 
and state commenced the great corruptions 
of Christianity. And so firmly persuaded 
am I of the deleterious effects of this union, 
that if I must choose the one or the other, 
I would take the persecution of the state 
rather than her favour, her frowns rather 
than her smiles, her repulses rather than 
her embraces. It is the eminent privilege 
of our church, that, evangelical in her 
doctrines: and her worship, and apostolic 
in her ministry, she stands as the primitive 
church did, before the first Christian Em- 
peror loaded her with the honours that 
proved more injurious to her than the re- 
lentless persecution of his imperial prede- 
cessors. In this enviable land of religious 
freedom, our church, in common with 
every other religious denomination, asks 
nothing from the state, but that which she 
does not fear will ever be denied her—pro- 
tection, equal and impartial protection.” 
— pp. 33-37. 

Often have congregational Dis- 
senters maintained, that the un- 
hallowed alliance between the ec- 
clesiastical and civil establish- 
ments of our country is opposed 
to the spirit of Him who said, 
“My kingdom is not of this 
world ;” and that the punishment 
of this departure from primitive 
Christianity, was apparent in the 
secular and worldly state of the 
great majority of the members 
of the National Communion. But 
this testimony has been repelled 
with proud disdain, and we have 
been regarded as their enemies, 
becansewe have told them the truth. 
Here is a Bishop, however, of 
their own communion, who, free 
from party influence and party pre- 






judices, after a cool survey of their 
system, confirms our testimony and 
advocates our great principles ; 
but on this subject, we fear, they 
will not believe, though one should 
arise from the dead. 

Our readers will be anxious to 
learn in what parts of ecclesiastical 
polity Dr. Hobart considered the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of 
America to be superior to that esta- 
blished in these realms. 


*¢ The American Episcopal Church has 
cause of congratulation, that having re- 
ceived, through the Church ef England, 
the faith as it was once delivered to the 
saints, the ministry as it was constituted 
by the apostles of our Lord, and a wor- 
ship conformable to that of the first Chris- 
tian ages, she professes and - maintains 
them in their primitive integrity, without 
being clogged or controuled by that secular 
influerice and power which sadly obstruct 
the progress of the Church of England, 
and alloy her apostolic and spiritual cha- 
racter. 

** Look at the most important relation 
which the Church can constitute, that 
which connects the pastor with his flock. 
In the Church of England, this connexion 

is absolute property. The livings are in 
the gift of individuals, of the government, 
or corporate bodies; and can be, and 
are, bought and sold like other property. 
Hence, like other property, they are used 
for the best interests of the holders, and are 
frequently made subservient to the secular 
views of individuals and families. And 
they present an excitement to enter into 
the holy ministry, with too great an ad- 
mixture of worldly motives, and with a 
spirit often falling short of ‘that pure and 
disinterested ardour which supremely aims 
at the promotion of God’s glory and the 
salvation of mankind. 

*¢ The connexion thus constituted en- 
tirely independent of the choice or wishes 
of the congregation, is held entirely inde- 
pendent of them. And such are the gross 
and lamentable obstructions to the exer- 
cise of discipline, from the complicated 
provisions and forms of their ecclesiastical 
law, that common and even serious clerical 
irregularities are not noticed. In a case 
of recent notoriety, abandoned clerical pro- 
fligacy could not be even tardily subjected 
to discipline, but at an immense pecuniary 
sacrifice on the part of the Bishop who at- 
tempted to do that to which his consecra- 
tion vows solemnly bind him, 

*«* The mode of support by tythes, 
though perhaps as part of the original 
tenure of property, not unreasonable nor 
oppressive, is still calculated to prevent, 
in many cases, cordial and affectionate 
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intercourse between minister and peo; 
Indeed, even where clerical duty is con. 
scientiously discharged, the state of things 
does not iavite that kind of intercourse 
subsisting among us, which leads the 
tor into every family, not merely a 
pastor, but its friend. sin 

‘« I need not observe how superior, in 
all these respects, are the arrai 
(doubtless not without their inconye. 
niences, for no human system is perfect) 
of our Church. To the congregations js 
secured the appointment of their ¢ 
men, under regulations that prevent, in 
episcopal supervision and controul, the 
choice of heretical or unworthy 
and his support arises from their volun- 
tary contributions,—the connexion is thus 
one of choice, and therefore of confidence 
and affection. The provisions for ecele- 
siastical discipline can arrest the progress 
of the unworthy clergyman, and put him 
away from the congregation he is injuring 
and destroying, and the church which heis 
disgracing ; and happy are the effects in 
the general zeal and purity and exemplary 
lives of the clergy, and the affectionate 
intereourse that subsists between them 
and their flocks. Often have I taken 
pride and pleasure in exciting the asto- 
nishment of those who supposed and con- 
tended that the voluntary act of the people 
would not adequately provide for the 
clergy, by stating in my own case, the 
continuance of my salary, the provision 
for my parochial duty, and the ample 
funds by which I was enabled to leave my 
congregation and my diocese, 

*¢ Advance higher in the relations that 
subsist in the Church, to those which 
connect a Bishop with his diocese. The 
commission of the Bishop, his episcopal 
authority, is conveyed to him- by the 
Bishops who consecrate him. But the 
election of the person to be thus con- 
secrated is nominally in-the Dean and 
Chapter of the cathedral of the diocese; 
and theoretically in the King, who gives 
the Dean and Chapter permission to elect 
the person, and only the person, whom he 
names ; and thus, in the actual operation 
of what is moré an aristocratical than & 
monarchical government, the Bishops are 
appointed by the Cabinet or the Prime 
Minister; and hence, with some most 
honourable exceptions, principally recent, 
the appointments have notoriously been 
directed with a view to parliamentary in- 
fluence. Almost all the prelates that have 
filled the English sees, have owed their 
advancement not solely as it ought to have 
been, and as, in our system it must ge- 
nerally be, to their qualifications for the 
office ; but to a secular interest, extra- 
neous from spiritual or ecclesiastical con- 
siderations. 


«* Advance still higher--to the Chu 
in her exalted legislative capacity, as 
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“of her own laws, and regulations, 
andcanons. The Convocation, the legiti- 
mate legislature of the Church of England, 
and the high grand inquest of the Church, 
has not exercised its functions for more 
than a century. And the only body that 

islates for a Church thus bound by the 
state and stripped of her legitimate autho- 
ity, is Parliament, with unlimited powers 
4 House of Lords, where the presiding 
officer may be, and it is said to have been, 
adissenter—a House of Commons, where 

are avowed dissenters, and where, 
whenever church topics are discussed, 
ample evidence is afforded that the great- 
est statesmen are not always the greatest 
jans. 

« Let me not be misunderstood—I am 
not speaking disrespectfully of dissenters, 
nor entering into the question of the pro~- 

iety of their participating in the ciyil 
government of England. But what busi- 
ness have dissenters with legislating for a 
Church, from.which they dissent, and to 
which they are conscientiously opposed ? 

«T need not remark to you how su- 

are the arrangemeuts of our eccle- 
siastical constitutions. These provide in 
Diocesan Conventions, consisting of the 
Bishop, the Clergy, and the delegates of 
congregations ; and in a General Conven- 
tion of the Bishops, the Clergy, and the 
representatives of the Laity, with a nega- 
tive on each other, for the full, efficient, 
and vigorous exercise of the legislative, 
executive, and judiciary powers of the 
Church ; and at the same time secure in 

department, and in every. officer, 
that responsibility which is essential to 
a zealous and correct administration. of 
ecclesiastical affairs. 

«The principle of our ecclesiastical 
polity we derive from the Church of Eng- 
land. It is the principle which its ablest 
champion, styled, in olden time and in 
olden phrase, ‘ the. judicious Hooker,’ en- 
forces and vindicates—that all orders of 
men affected by the laws, should have a 
voice in making them. .In the theory of 
the ecclesiastical constitution of England, 
the Bishops and the clergy legislate in-the 
upper and lower house of Convocation; 
and the laity in Parliament, whose assent, 
or that of the King, is necessary to ail 
acts of the Convocation. But though the 
Convocation is‘summoned and meets at 
every opening of Parliament, the prero- 
gative of the King is immediately exer- 
cised in dissolving it. Hence Parliament-- 
a lay body, with the exception of the 
Bishops a sit in the House of Lords, 
and whose individual votes are merged in 
the great mass of the Lay Peers--becomes 
in its omnipotence the sole legislature of 
the apostolical and spiritual Church of 
England. And the plan has been agitated, 
of altering, by authority of Parliament, 
the marriage service ef the Church, so as 
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to compel the Clergy to dispense with 
those parts which recognize the doctrine 
of the Trinity, in accommodation to the 
scruples of a certain class of dissenters. 
Thanks to that good Providence who hath 
watched over our Zion, no secular autho- 
rity can interfere with, or contronl our 
high ecclesiastical assembiy. ‘The imposing 
spectacle is seen there, of her Bishops in 
one house, and her Clergy and Laity by 
their representatives in another, (aualo- 
gous to the mode of our civil legislation,) 
exercising legislative, and by the Bishops, 
admonitory authority over the whole 
Church, and co-ordinately enacting the 
laws that her exigences demand. Har- 
mony, union, vigour, zeal, like the life- 
blood of the human frame, are thus seut 
from this heart of our system, into every 
part of the spiritual body--through all the 
members of our Church, which is destined, 
we -humbly trust, to exhibit, not only as 
under the most discouraging circumstances 
she has always done, in its purity, but in 
the strength arising from increasing num- 
bers, the primitive truth and order which 
the apostles proclaimed and established, 
and for which they,.and a noble army of 
martyrs, laid down their lives,””"--pp. 17— 
29. 


These are the faithful wounds 
of friendship; but Dr. Hobart 
must not anticipate that they will 
be received in the spirit of the 
Psalmist, when he said, ‘* Let the 
righteous smite me,” &c. No; 
twenty pages of eloquent abuse 
have already been hurled at him, 
charged with contemptible sneers 
at democracy, and malignant pre- 
dictions of the eventual dissolution 
of those republican. institutions, 
which are found virulent enough to 
corrupt a Bishop ! 

Other reverend and learned re- 
viewers will follow in the same 
strain. Dr. Hobart has been too 
frank, too independent, too faith- 
ful to escape reproach ; but while 
he will doubtless be assailed from 
various quarters, he will have the 
calm satisfaction of knowing that 
he has done his duty to the parent 
church, and the very resentment 
he provokes will increase his affec- 
tionate solicitude, when he reflects 
on that solemn declaration, ‘‘ He 
that being oft reproved, hardeneth 
his neck, shall be suddenly cut off, 
and that without remedy. 
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Tie Duty or spreapinc a Scrrp- 
wy the Heif pearly ff a Sermon a sama 
at the Half-yearly Meeting of t ze 
Conppenras’ Society. By Joseph Turn- 
bull, A. B..12mo. pp. 36.—We are al- 
ways happy to hear of the union of con- 
gregational« churches in the different 
provinces of our couiftry; and are per- 
suaded, that all the principles of scrip- 
tural independency are in perfect accord- 
ance with the association of churches, 
not only for the general interests of reli- 
gion, but even for the subordinate ob- 
jects of their own mutual advancement 
and consolidation. While the separate 
jurisdiction of the churches is main- 
tained, and every approach to interfe- 
rence is disclaimed, this state of insulated 
dignity is quite compatible with their 
social communion. As individuals lose 
not their-personal rights by association 
in one church, so churches lose not their 
partieular nogati ives by a general 
association for é@ promotion of each 
other’s prosperity. County unions, found- 
ed on such principles, are of high im- 

ortance to the prosperity of the whole 
y, by the development of those 
energies and sympathies, which tend to 
the promotion of “ pure and undefiled 
religion.” We trust, that in a short 
time we shall be able*to report, that the 
congregational churches and ministers of 
the metropolis are relieved from the 
reflection which has often been thrown 
apo them, by the adoption of measures 
for %** London Congregational Union.” 
Long have there been -efficient associa- 
tions for all the general and distant ob- 
jects of Christian benevolence; but as 
the members of a particular section of 
the great commonwealth of the church 
of God, they have not been ‘‘ keeping 
their own vineyards” as they ought! 
If they believe in the scriptural charac- 
ter and practical efficiency of their own 
principles, it ought not to be a matter 
of indifference to them, to circulate and 
inerease their influence in every direc- 
tion; this is incumbent on them, not 
from motives of mere sectarianism, 
but with a view to the “rps interests 
of Christianity. Then, if in every thing 
else union is strength, it ought to be so 
in our churches collectively; and the 
various districts are bound to seek its 
cultivation. In Scotland, the. land of 
jealousy itself, amongst our Independent 
brethren there is a general and most 


prosperous union. There are similar 
unions in the principal counties; g 
the most zealous Independents are ao. 
tive members, Why should there not 
be one in the metropolis? A union, 
not to manage separate 
churches; not to include churches oyt 
of their own loeality ; but a union toan 
extent that may be convenient and 
practicable of all the churches and mini. 
sters of the Independent denomination, . 
so as to constitute an efficient London 
Association, would be of incalculable 
advantage. We have embraced thiy 
opportunity of referring to the subject; 
but hope to enter into a more ‘elaborate 
consideration of it in another number, 
The sermon by Mr. Turnbull is one 
that does not relate to this specific topic, 
though its title page has suggested these 
remarks. It is a plain and judicious 
discourse, on a text which does not 
pear to us very appropriate to the ob 
ject he had in’ view, except indeed on 
the principle of contrast. ‘The 
(Gal. i. 9.) pronounces an anathema on 
those who spread a false religion, and 
Mr. Turnbull’s sermon respects the duty 
of spreading “.a scriptural religion, 
Apart, however, from this inapposite- 
ness, there is much of useful remark 
and beneficial exhortation in the dis 
course. It is chiefly deficient in ‘unity 
and concentration, though it embraces a 
variety of important and interesting 
points; and as such, we commend it to 
general attention, 


A Cuanée, delivered by the Rev, 
John Clunie, LL.D. ; anda Sermon 
the Rev. John Hayter Cox, at the Ord- 
nation of the Rev. John Swindell, on the 
28th of June, 1826, at Aldborough, 
Suffolk. pp. 34. “Longman and Co.— 
These discourses are distinguished by 
their general adaptation to the interest- 
ing occasion on which they were deli- 
vered, and contain much of useful and 
instructive exhortation on the duties of 
christian pastors, and the corresponding 
obligations of christian societies. 


THE ACTIVELY BENEVOLENT MAN 4 
PUBLIC BLrssiNnc : a Sermon, u 
5 be Death of James Myer, Esq. of 
nfield. By Rev. William 
8vo. pp. 22.—This is an affectionate 
impressive memorial of one who ap-. 
rs, from Mr. Brown’s etlogium, to 
ve been a truly christian philanthro- 
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’ friends. to their country and 
ee ings not thick on every 
;” and their removal is indeed 
g calamitous dispensation. We have 
had many recent instances of the mys- 
teriows conduct of Providence in this 
ct; few, comparatively, are rising 
to fill the places of the departed 
of our congregations. e use 
s term in the unofficial sense, and 
“often reflect with depression on the ra- 
of death amongst the respected 
efficient laity of our churches, as 
well as amongst those ‘‘ who have been 
their guides.” Our only solace is in the 
gence and power of Him, “ over 
Pom death has no more dominion !” 
Tue Unsearcnante Ricues or 
Cuntst: a Discourse at Bury Street 
. By. J. Rees. 8vo. pp. 30.— 
This sermon appears to have been “ an 
Secepetory discourse delivered at the 
opening of a weekly lecture.” It is 
> ar al by its tone of impassioned 
feeling on a theme eminently calculated 
fo inspire it, and worthy of all the 
ardour and emotion that can be ex- 
argo upon it. If all the discourses 
at.this “ weekly lecture” be in perfect 
and entire accordance with the ar. 
iples advanced in this sermon, we have 
no doubt of its subserviency to the in- 
ferests of pure religion. We trust “ the 
whole counsel .of God” will be ex- 
ited; practical as well as experimental 
i illustrated; and sinners be as 
exhorted to repent and believe the 
as saints will be reminded of 
their privileges and consolations, 
Rugat Pictures anp MisceaLane- 
ous Pisces. By J. W.Slatter. 12mo. 
.138. 33.64, Haldsworth. 1826.— 
This.is a neatly printed volume of what 
i d poetry. We prasume that its 
author.is a youthful votery afithe muses, 
and hag.a strong for ramblings 







oF 


about ithe foot of the Parnassian Mount. 


Whether he has ever met with any of 
the fair ones of that enchasted regi 


than was ever felt there, we have reason 
0 ,ftem the indications of pious 
devout feeling which appear in va- 
rious parts of his compositions. He 
ossesses, however, considerable powers 
Of versification, and there are many jpas- 
sages of tenderness and beauty .in the 
ketehes of rural life which he has pre- 


Mr arty Dars. By Walter Fer- 
guson; Bsq. 18mo. pp. 160. ‘2s. Edin- 
N.S. No. 22, 


i 
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burgh. 1826,—The name .on the title- 


e of this volume is, we presume, 
ctitious ; and the “ recollections” of its 
author are rather the efforts of imagina- 
tion than of memory. It is, however, 
a highly interesting and well written 
sketch, abounding in lively descriptions 
of character and ineident. The prin- 
ciples it inculcates are a A con- 
ducive to the cultivation of ‘filial piety, 
reverence for the Sabbath, and a watch- 
ful regard to the dictates of conscience 
in the formation of early habits. A 
higher degree of talent in the delinea- 
tion of character is evinced in this yo- 
lume, than in most of the publications of 
this order ; and though we could haye 
wished for a more decisive indication 
of regard to spiritual religion and evan- 
gelical principles, we think it may be 
read with advantage and profit by all 
classes of our youthful readers, We 
also venture to add, that few of maturer 
years, though like ourselves i 
“grey” in the service of the public, 
will begin this volume without finishing 
it. We would recommend to its author 
a wider range and a loftier aim in his 


future attempts at “ recollection,” 
Tut Necro’s Frienp ; or, the Shef- 
Anti-Slavery Albwn.  Lonilon: 


Longman and Co. 1826. pp: 204. 5s. 

*<« This volume is edited by two mem- 
bers of the Sheffield Anti-Slavery Com- 
mittee ; and, though the general | 
of the publication is Pg yn 
fulness and enormities of slavery itself, and 
therehy excite the friends of justiee and 
humanity tw geome by ali constitu- 
tional early and tatal abolitien, 
the profits, if any, are to be specially de- 
voted to the objects of a Soaiety in London 
for the Relief of Distressed Negroes in An- 
tigua.”"—Preface, p. 1. 

In addition to this, it will scarcely ‘be 
necessary to more than that seme 
— of the volume are fromthe pen of 
‘Mr. Montgomery. The different papers 
of which ‘the work is com are eer- 
tainly of unequal merit, but we could 
point out a few at least, which, in our 
estimation, would more than redeem.a 
rather Reerienis volume of indi 
ones. e refer particular to The 
Discarded Negro,” and “ Voyage 
of.the Blind.” In the Introduction to 
the latter of these papers, we find a 
spirited and justly-indignant exposure 
of that pusillanimous concession made 
by ‘the British Plenipotentiary in ‘his 
negociation for peace with France, after 
the fall of Bonaparte in 1814. ving 
quoted that part of the definitive treaty 
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which relates to the subject, the writer 
observes— 


*¢ This article acknowledged the ini- 
quity of the slave-trade, and yet autho- 
rized its practice by the French govern- 
ment for five years. Innumerable have 
been the instances of injustice sanctioned 
by treaties of peace ; but surely this was 
the first time injustice had been avowed 
and yet sanctioned. In the cabalistic jar- 
gon of diplomatists, the most flagrant 
usurpations of predominant villainy are 
wont to be coloured over with pretences 
of forbearance ; and the. most reluctant 
concessions of humbled impotence are 
declared voluntary acts of gy ere 
power. It is an established homage 
which vice pays to virtue, in courts and 
cabinets; (as well as elsewhere,) to as- 
sume her character, and to do every thing 
in her name: in this case, however, she 
violated her own etiquette, and, confessing 
her infamy, stipulated for an indulgence 
to riot in a crime so multiform, that no 
single term in human language compre- 
hends the hundredth part of its atrocity— 
the slave-trade alone can do this. The li- 
_cences granted by the police of Paris to 
harlots to carry on their profession un- 
molested, are venial in comparison with 
the turpitude of the licence in question 
demanded by France, and granted by the 
Ambassador of Great Britain, to carry 
on——no, to commit the slave-trade ; for, 
to commit the slave-trade, is to commit 
fraud, violence, perjury, sacrilege, rob- 
bery, murder, treason, and every sin that 
is involved with, or incidental to the 
traffic in the bones and muscles of living 
men. As a deliberate recognition of 
wickedness in the principle of an article 
in a public treaty, between two nations 
professing Christianity, had thus far been 
uriexampled in past ages, it is devoutly to 
be hoped, that this profligate precedent 
will never be copied in ages to come ; but 
that whatever wrongs monarchs may be 
disposed to attempt, or diplomatists to 
confirm, all may be done, as heretofore, 
under the decent cloak of honesty; for 
the very affectation of virtue is a restraint 
upon vice, while enough of her disposition 

ill inevitably appear to betray her hypo- 


** But the African slave-trade by France 
was not the continuance of a system already 
establislied, as in the case of Spain and 
Portugal—it was the creation of a new slave- 
trade. France had not, at the time, a foot 
of ground on the habitable globe to be 
cultivated by the toil and blood of a single 
negro ; she had not a farthing embarked 
in that commerce of human misery ; all 
her colonies had been conquered, and in 
all those colonies the slave-trade had been 
actually abolished by the irreversible de- 
cree of Great Britain, the absolute pos- 


[October, 
sessor of them ; so that our cabinet had 
no more right to give back to France her 
West Indian islands, and her African fac- 
tories, with leave to revive the slave-trade 
there, than that cabinet had to revive the 
slave-trade in our own settlement, by 9 
mere order in council: while, on the 
other hand, France had no more right to 
renew the horrid traffic where it had been 
annihilated, than she had to legalize the 
crimes which thé slave-trade comprehends 
in any part of her empire, whether in 
the heart of Paris, or on the shores of 
Guinea.”’--pp. 81--83. 


The subsequent part of this energetic 
and interesting paper contains a poem 
founded on the imaginary fate of a slave. 
ship, agreeably to the tragical circum- 
stances. described in the “ Fifteenth Re- 
port of the Directors of the African In- 
stitution, in 1821.” That Report, it 
will probably be recollected, contains 
an extract from “ Bibliotheque Ophtal- 
mologiaes, ou Recueil d’Observations 
sur la Maladies.des yeux,” &c. “ Avec 
des Notes par M. M. Depuytreu Pariset,” 
&e. publiched at Paris, in which we have 
a most affecting account of the ship-Le 
Rodeur. About fifteen days after the time 
of her leaving the coast of Africa, with 
160 negroes crowded together in the 
hold, symptoms of opthalmia began to 
make its appearance, This frightful dis- 
ease, having spread rapidly among the 
Africans, began to attack the sailors, so 
as to create the utmost alarm and con- 
sternation. The number of the blind 
increased daily, eventually creating the 
fearful apprehension that, should the 
only sailor who had escaped the con- 
tagion become blind like the rest, the 
ship would not be able to make the 
West Indies. This calamity had ac- 
tually befallen the Leon, a Spanish ves- 
sel, which the Rodeur met with on her 
passage, the whole of whose crew, hav- 
ing become blind, were under the ne- 
cessity of altogether abandoning the 
direction of the ship. The Leon, it 
should be remarked, has never been 
heard of since. On this affecting nat- 
rative are founded the beautiful stanzas 
to which we have already alluded, and 
from which we will make a short ex- 
tract. 


** A murmur swell’d along'the gale ; 

All rose, and held their breath to hear; 
All look’d, but none could spy & sail, 
And yet they knew a sail wag near. 

‘ Help! help!’ our beckoning sailors cried; 
‘Help! help!’ a hundred tongues replied: 
Then hideous clamours rent the air, 
Questions and answers of despair : 
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words the niystery clear'd ; 

ng plague bad found that second bark, 

Where every eye but his was dark 

Whosé hand the vessel steer’d. 


He, wild with panic, turn’d away, 
thence his shrieking comrades bore ; 

either ship the winds convey 
Farewells, that soon are heard no more. 
Acalm of horror hush’d the waves ; 

them !--merchants, seamen, slaves, 

The blind, the dying, and the dead, 
All help, all hope for ever fled, 
Unseen, yet face to face ! 
Woe past, woe present, woe to come, 
Held for a while each victim dumb, 
——Impaled upon his place. 


« Jt is not in the blood of man, 

To crouch ingloriously to fate ; 

Nature will struggle while she can ; 

Misfortune makes her children great ; 

The head which light’ning hath laid low, 

Is hallow’d by the noble blow ; 

The wretch that yields a felon’s breath, 
from the cloud of death, 

Aspirit on the storm : 

But virtue, perishing unknown, 

Watch’d by the eye of heaven alone, 

Is earth’s least earthy form. 


“What were the scenes on board that bark ? 
The tragedy which none beheld ? 

When (as the deluge bore the ark,) 

By power invisible, impell’d, 

The keel went blindfold through the surge, 
Where stream might drift, or whirlwind 


urge : 
Susie. famine, thirst, their numbers slew, 
And frenzy seiz’d the hardier foes, 
Who yet were spar’d to try, 
How everlasting are the pangs, 
When life upon a moment hangs, 
And death stands mocking by. 
“ . . . . . . . 
The floating tomb of its own dead, 
That ship shall never reach a shore ; 
But far from track of seamen led, 
The sun shal! watch it day by day, 
Careering oa its lonely way : 
Month after month, the moon-shine pale 
On fallen mast and riven sail, 
The stars from.year to year, 
Mark the’bulg’d plank, and sunken deck, 
Till not an atom of the wreck ’ 
On ocean’s face appear.’’—pp. 89—93. 


The object of the volume before us, 
and the near relation which the abo- 
lition of slavery bears to the real spirit 
of Christianity, fully justify our warm 
approbation of this interesting volume. 


Cuina: a Dialogue, for the use of 
Schools, being Ten Conversations between 


@ Father and his Two Children, concern- 
ing the History and Present State of that 
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Country. By an Anglo-Chinese. 18mo.’ 
1s. 6d. Nisbet.—This is an interesting 
little volume, containing important in- 
formation respecting the language, man- 
ners, history, and moral ‘state of the 

Chinese. The subjects are well intro- 

duced, and simply and clearly ex- 

plained. The conversations are natural 

and sprightly. The historical dates are 

associated with the date of remarkable 

events in the sacred and profane his- 

tories with which our young friends are 

familiar. By this means, the various 

events in the Chinese history will be 

more easily remembered. 

We most cordially recommend this 
little volume, not only as suitable for 
schools, but also for young ple in 
every'situation of life. Indeed, as sup- 
plying a condensed and interesting view 
of Chinese history and manners, it may 
be read with profit by those who have 
attained to riper years. 

It may be a recommendation of the 
volume to some persons, as it is. cer- 
tainly a pledge of the truth of its state- 
ments, that it is written by the Rev, 
Dr. Morrison, of China. He composed 
it for the press during the voyage 
from China to England, in the year 
1824. 

Independently of the benefits they 
themselves will derive from its perusal, 
we recommend it to our friends as a 
means of doing good to others. The 
profits of the work are devoted to the 
support of the Anglo-Chinese College 
at Singapore. This College was esta- 
blished by the joint labours of the Rev, 
Drs. Morrison and Milne. Chinese 
youths are educated therein, in the va- 
rious branches of education, and in the 
principles of Christianity. The College 
promises fair to be a most important 
means of disseminating the truths of the 
Gospel throughout the vast empire. 
The youths ediicated will, we trust, 
under the blessing of Heaven, become 
catechists, and readers, and preachers,” 
among the people of their own nation. 

We hope, therefore, that this little 
work will have an extensive circulation, 
and that by its means a deeper interest 
will be felt in the welfare of China, and 
that abundant means will be furnished 
towards the support of the Anglo- 
Chinese College. 


Hor# Romane; or, an Attempt to, 
elucidate St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, . 
by an original Translation, explanatory 
Notes, and new Divisions. By Robert. 
Cox, M.A. Lendon, 33. 6d. pp. 88.— 
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We feel rio hesitation in saying that Mr. 
Cox has furnished the very best exhi- 
bitiow of the meaning of the apostle 
Paul, in one of his most important and 
difficult a with which we are ac- 
quainted in the English language. He 
— to have judiciously avoided all 

rt as to producing an entirely néw 
translation >; and, 

« In order to convey to the reader a ge- 
neral idea of the Apostle’s design and mode 
of argument, a brief analysis of the Epistle 
is’ prefixed tothe work ; and, for the same 

tirpose, tlie- whole of the Epistle is di- 
vided-into parts, and these again into sec- 
tions, at tlie head of which such portions 
of the above [mentioned] analysis aré 
placed as are severally contained in them.” 

‘* Explanatory words are occaSiohally 
introduced, which are distinguished from 
the text by being incladed in brackets. 
And, to throw additional light upon the 
Epistle, the quotations from the Old Tes- 
tament are sometimes extended beyond the 
parts actually cited by the Apostle. . > 
To these additions are prefixed single in- 
verted commas.” —Preface, p. 10. 


Besides the translation, the work con- 
tains shért notes, simply intended, as 
the author informs us, “to present to 
the reader a distinct and forcible view 
of the object and feelings of the great 
Apostle.” 

As. we have wished to give the work 
before us our unqualified recommenda- 
tion, we are rather sorry that the worthy 
author should have thought it necessary 
to state his views as to the Arminian 
and Calvinistic controversy with so much 
pooneeneney We can venture to assure 

r. Cox, that he will fail, in what he 
has said, to convince his Calvinistie 
brethren that the actual efficacy of the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, in the 
work of regeneration, is ultimately 
owing to our improvement of the com- 
mon er general grace supposed to be 
communicated to all mankind; and 
while we very much doubt the propriety 
of introducing the subject at all, we 
cannot but regret the probable injury it 
will do to the sale of a work which, in 
general, well deserves the attention of 
all christian readers. It is only fair to 
admit, however, that the sentiments of 
Mr. Cox, upon this controverted point, 
are expressed with great moderation, 
and without any of those misrepresenta- 
tions which have been painfully common 
amongst writers on theological contro- 
versy. In conclusion, we cannot but 
expféss our ardent wish that Mr. Cox, 
or some other person equally qualified, 
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would proceed, upon the same plan, 
with the other books of the New Tes. 
tament, 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPORTANCE 
AND ADVANTAGES OF THE EpUcation 
oF THE PeopLe; in a Letter to James 
Taylor, Esq. High Sheriff of Worcester. 
shire. By Henry Martin. Lo 
1826. Holdsworth. 8vo. pp. 20, 


PREPARING FOR PUBLICATION. 
We are desired to state, in reply to 


many inquiries, that the Memoir of the 


Rev.. J. B. Jefferson has been de- 
layed on account of severe domestic 
affliction ; but that it may be expected in 
the course of the present month (October), 
The friends of the late Mr. J. will be glad 
to learn, that his highly interesting and 
excellent ** Lectures on Hebrew Prophecy,” 
will be published entire with the Memoir, 
—Mr. J. B. Williaths, of Shrewsbury, is 
preparing for publication, in one volume 
12mo. Memoirs of the Life, Character, 
and Writings of the Rev. Matthew Henry, 
the well-known author of the Exposition 
on the Bible. As Mr. Williams is intend- 
ing an entirely new Life, he will, in addi- 
tion to such facts in Mr. Tong’s account 
as are interesting, introduce mach origi- 
nal matter, for which he has ample mate- 
rials; but, being desirous of rendering the 
work as complete as may be, Mr. Williams 
will feel obliged if those who any 
of Mr. Henry’s MSS. particularly Diaries 
and Lefters, will allow hith an opportunity 
of perusing them. If forwarded to Mr 
Williams by coach, they shall be care- 
fully preserved, and speedily returned, 
free of expense.--A Sermon preached at 
Thaxted, August 29, 1826, at the Inter- 
ment of the Rev. John Jennings, Pastor 
of the Independent Church in that town. 
By William Chaplin, To which is pre- 
fixed, the Address delivered at the Grave, 
by Joseph Morison. Price 1s.--Second 
Edition of Ellis’s Tour through Hawaii, or 
Owhyhee, with additions.—The Authority 
of Jehovah vindicated; or, a Scriptural 
Plea for the Seventh-day Weekly Sabbath, 
as the only Sabbath ever given by God to 
Man ; being a complete Refutation of all 
the arguments in favour of the First-day 
Claims, brought by the Editors of the 
Baptist Magazine, in - their, Review of 
‘* A small Tribute to the Memory of the 
late Rev. Robert Burnside, A.M.,” in 
their Number for August, 1826, &c. &c, 
By J. B. Shenston, Minister of the Seventh- 
day Baptist Church, Devonshire Square, 
London, and of Crouch End Chapel, 
Hornsey.—The Evangelical Diary ; a Re- 
ligious, Literary, and Historical Almanack 
for the Year 1827, with Additions and 
Improvements. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Vewtwert.e ws 


THE LANGUAGE INSTITUTION, 


‘The first Report of this new Institution 
has been recently put into our hands; and 
we deem it our duty to make a special 
refererice to its principles and operations. 
This we do for two reasons ; first, because 
it-is an Institution with which few ecom- 

vely are acquainted ; and, secondly, 
because if there be not a prompt and vi- 
us attention to its interests on the part 

of the religious public, its decline and ter- 
mination will be inevitable. Should such 
acatastrophe take place, it will be an in- 
delible dishonour to the friends of Chris- 
tianity and the supporters of the cause of 


missions. 

“The direct and immediate object of the 
Language Institution cannot be better 
stated than by referring to three of ‘its 
principal laws. 

«J, Its object shall be to assist in 
piomoting the knowledge of Christianity, 
by making the best practicable provision 
for teaching, in this country, the Languages 
of the Heathen.” 

“11, In furtherance of this object, 
every opportunity shall be embraced of 
collecting information relative to the lan- 
guages of Heathens and Mahomedans 
thronghout the world; and to their man- 
ners, customs, and opinions ; and of form- 
ing a library of such books, both printed 
and manuscript, as are connected with 
these subjects. Courses of leetures shall 
also be delivered, by the best teachers that 
can be obtained from time to time, in ela- 
cidation of the respective languages; to 
which lectures all persons concurring in 
the Society’s object shall be admitted, 
under such regulations, and on such terms, 
as the Committee shall appoint,” 

“IV. In all the lectures delivered by 
the teachers, they shall confine them- 
sélves strictly to the elucidation of. the 
several langnages; with illustrations, as 
opportunities may occur, of the state of 
the people in respect of their manners, 
castbms, or opinions ; but in no case are 
they to touch on points of- Christian doc- 
trine or discipline, on which different sen- 
timents prevail among Christians; as it 
is the design of the Society to afford its 
assistance to all persons who coneur in 
its object, without subjecting them to any 
kind of compromise of their own views 
and principles.’’ 

The reasons which lie at the basis of 
these wise and liberal regulations must at 
oMce commend themselves to every re- 
flecting mind. In the first propagation 
of Christianity, the gift of tongues was 
miraculously imparted, to qualify the 
preachers of he Gospel for the work of 





evangelizing the world. ‘This splendid 
attainment was not only a supernatdrat 
attestation to the trath of the Gospel, but 
one of the most powerful and efficient 
instruments for its diffusion. On the ces- 
sation of such gifts, the ordinary means of 
acquisition could alone secure the re- 
quisite qualification in reference to Ian- 
guages; and consequefitly wherever mis~ 
sionary Operations were deémed requisite, 
those engaged io them could be fitted to 
instruct the heathen, only in proportion 
as they acquired the faculty of addressing 
them in their own tongues. The usual 
method adopted for this purpose lias been, 
for those devoted men who had conse- 
crated their lives to the werk of evan- 
gelization, to study the languages of the 
heathen on their arrival amongst them. In 
some cases, where no possible means of 
antecedent instruction were possessed, this 
was the only method. But it must strike 
every thoughtful person, that, in nume- 
rous cases, there are in our owh country 
considerable facilities for attaining a large 
measure of knowledge and information in 
reference to foreign languages. These fa- 
cilities have beea greatly increased by the 
actual labours of successful and intelligent 
missionaries themselves; and,‘ in some 
instances, their return to this country, or 
their temporary residence in it, must in 
an eminent degree secure the most advan- 
tageous results. It would be the height of 
folly now to send a missionary to India, 
for instance, unacquainted even with the 
rudiments of any of its languages and its 
literature, when they can be obtained in 
this country. Hew desirable that a mis- 
sionary, on irs arrival at a foreign station, 
should feel himself — of the great 
elements of that knowledge, which it 
would require nothing but personal inter- 
course with the natives to render com- 
paratively perfect! What an immense 
saving of time and labour, in circam- 
stances, too, where a change of climate, 
and other disadvantages, so often dis- 
qualify for the attainment even of that. 
elementary knowledge! How desirable. 
that a considerable portion of knowledge, 
in reference to the history, manners, cus- 
toms, and laws of foreign nations should, 
be possessed, that thus a missionary may. 
at once avail himself of the information he 
has attained, on coming into direct con- 
tact with the people! Now, to secure 
these advantages, and to facilitate mis- 
sionary operations, the Language | Insti- 
tution was formed. It was soon ascer- 
tained, that the same machinery which 
suited the plans of one Missionary Society, 
would, in relation to this speéific object, 
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be adapted to other Societies. 
duals, therefore, of influence and efficiency 
in all our Societies, at once united, and 
united on Fp o> pr honourable to their 


Indivi- 


feelings and their character. At the same 
time, they adopted such a comprehensive 
basis, that persons wishing to acquire any 
particular foreign language, with a view 
either to literary improvement, or secular 
interests, would riot be precluded from 
the advantages of the Institution. 

On these grounds, as auxiliary to all 
the varied efforts that might be made, 
either through the press, or of direct oral 
instruction, this excellent Institution was 
formed. The first Report is now before 
us. It records the principal operations of 
the past year. They have been neces- 
sarily limited, and in a considerable degree 
have been ‘of a preparatory character. 

*¢ In the very commencement of their 
operations, gratuitous assistance was 
offered to the Committee, in the most 
liberal manner, by two able. oriental 
scholars, the Rev. Dr. Morrison and the 
Rev. Henry Townley, whose. names it 
will be necessary to mention again here- 
after. These two gentlemen offered to 
give each a course of lectures, Dr. Morri- 
son in the Chinese, and Mr. Townley in 
the Bengalee language. Their offers were 
thankfully accepted by the Committee, 
and the courses of lectures commenced 
early in December. They were pre- 
viously announced by public advertisement. 

ss, lectures were continued for the 
space of three months. Dr. Morrison, 
at the conclusion of his course, gives 
the following report of his labours :—‘ I 
have now finished the. three months’ 
course of lectures in Chinese, which I 
engaged to give in the rooms of your 
Institution; which, I have the pleasure 
of saying, afforded the most comfortable 
accommodation to the students. 

*¢ Of seniors, and juniors, there have 
been in all thirteen students. Four of 
these are devoted to the propagation of 
the Gospel in the Indian Archipelago. 
Two will soon sail for Malacca, and the 
other two, Messrs. Wilkins and Dyer, 
will remain one or two years longer in 
England. They are competent to teach 
the principles of the Chinese language ; 
the Miiding of the Chinese Scriptures ; 
and to initiate those who may desire to 
peruse the ancient Chinese classics, the 
works of Confucius, &c.’ 

*¢ Mr. Townley, in like manneg, ob- 
serves, that his lectures on the Bengalee 
had been attended by one student from 
the Church Missionary Society, one from 
the London Missionary Society, one from 
the Baptist Missionary Society, and one 
other gentleman. ‘Two of these have fol- 
lowed the whole course with persever- 
ance ‘and success. Mr. Townley, though 
the term for which his lectures were an- 
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nounced is now expired, still continues 
to attend and give occasional assistance jy 
the Bengalee language, as his own con. 
venience, and that of the students, will 
admit.”’ . 

With these distinguished servants of 
Christ, other excellent instructors. have 
becn assoeiated, and several eminent 
scholars, not missionaries, have offered 
gratuitous assistance. Students from 
various Societies have attended; and 
their friendly association in this Instity. 
tion, must necessarily tend to their mu. 
tual advantage, and the general interests 
of the common cause, 

Surely a project so wise, so liberal, so 
salutary, so necessary as this, will not be 
permitted to languish and expire for want 
of adequate support. Some . very liberal 
donations have been presented ; but the 
amount of subscription is at present ex- 
tremely small, and ‘* will not supply one. 
fourth part of the sum requisite.” The 
Committee, therefore, earnestly appeal to 
the Christian public. Shall it be said, 
that this call is unreasonable,—or shall 
British benevolence now fail? They put 
a cheerful faith and hope in his blessing, 
who while he has appointed the existence 


of ‘* divers kinds of tongues,” has ap-, 


pointed also ‘* the interpretation of 
tongues,’’—-‘* as one department and office 
of the Universal Church.’’ When the re- 
port was published, we learn that the de- 
mands against the Society were upwards 
of £200., while the balance in hand was 
only £55. We have ascertained, that 
since that period, the remaining balance 
is nearly exhausted, and that current 
expenses have left a debt of more than 
£180. for immediate liquidation, No- 


thing has been allowed for the remu-, 


neration of lecturers, the preparation of 
elementary works, and other desirable 
arrangements. We do, therefore, most 


earnestly appeal to all the enlightened, 


friends of religion, beseeching them to 
reflect on the claims and necessities of 
this most important auxiliary in the cause 
of the universal dissemination of the Gos- 
pei of Christ. 

*,* We ought to state, that in Bart 
lett’s Buildings is the house of this 
Institution; that the Right Hon. Lord 
Bexley is the President ; and Sam. Hoare, 
Esq. the Treasurer; and the Rev. W. 
Walford, and T. P. Platt, Esq. the Hono- 
rary Secretaries. 


THE OPENING OF HIGHBURY COLLEGE. 

On Tuesday, Sept. 5, the opening of 
Highbury College, Middlesex, for the sa- 
cred and important purposes for which it 
was erected, took place. According to 
previous appointment, the Rev. Thomas 


Morell, Theological Tutor of Wymondley, 


College, commenced with prayer. Then 
followed, from the Rey. H. F. Burder, 
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M.A., Philosophical Tutor of the Insti- 
tution, an interesting and eloquent ad- 
dress on the history of the Seminary, and 
on the circumstances and views that had 
led to the erection of the new College. 
After the close of the address, the Rev. 
JJP. Smith, D.D., Theological Tutor of 
Homerton College, offered up a most fer- 
vent and comprehensive prayer for the 
blessing of God on the Institution, and 
ou all who may hereafter teach or study 
within the walls of this mos: commodious 
building. The Rev. W. Harris, LL. D., 
Theological Tutcr of the College, then 
delivered a solemn address on the spirit 
and principles that should govern all the 
fature proceedingsvof those who have the 
management of this school of the pro- 
ts. And the whole was closed by a 
fervent prayer offered up by the Rev. 
George Collison, who’ conducts the Semi- 
nary at Hackney. The service was con- 
ducted in the area of the building, in 
which an awning had been erected for 
the accommodation of the company. - The 
assembly was numerous and highly re- 
spectable. Nothing occurred to diminish 
the pleasure and comfort of the occasion, 
except the heavy rain, which, penetrating 
in various places through the canvass, 
compelled many to retreat into the build- 
ing. A similar inconvenience prevailed 
when the first stone of the building was 
laid. We can but hope that the falling 
showers attending both the commence- 
ment and the completion of the building 
may prove emblematic of copious com- 
munications of heavenly influence upon 
all who enter within its walls. After the 
close of the devotional services, the building 
was thrown open for the inspection of the 
visitors : and the outward appearance of 
the edifice is not more respectable, nor 
the sce by which it is surrounded 
more delightful, than the internal arrange- 
ment of all the various apartments is-con- 
venient and successful. The whole build- 
ing reflects thé highest credit upon both 
the architect and the builder, to whom, 
for their skilful and assiduous services, 
the Committee and the public are under 
real obligations. A numerous company 
then adjourned to Highbury Barn Tavern 
to dinner; after the close of which, va- 
rious gentlemen favoured the company 
with eloquent and animating speeches : 
the whole concluding with a request, most 
cordially and unanimously carried, for the 
printing of the addresses delivered by Mr. 
urder and Dr. Harris, together with some 
historical sketch of the erection. With 
this request we are happy to add the 
Reverend Gentlemen have complied. 
It is impossible to close this account 
of the opening services of this noble build- 
ing without an expression of the most 


ing satisfaction that so great a work 
| ered 


thus far so successfully accom- 








Religious. Intelligence :— Miscellaneous. 551 


plished: and it would argue an unpardan- 
able want of right feeling to be inseosible 
to the indefatigable efforts and munificent 
donation ofthat individual to whom, uh- 
der God, the Institution has long owed 
so much, and without whose noble lead, 
jin the present undertaking, Congrega- 
tional Dissenters would never have pos- 
sessed Highbury College. May his useful, 
valuable life be spared to see his efforts 
so vigorously seconded by an approving 
public, that the last shilling of the 
great éxpense incurred may be speedily 
and cheerfully contributed, and to see, 
what is still better, the. blessing of an 
approving God rest upon the Seminary, 
so that even its past usefulness may be 
eclipsed and forgotten in its future pros- 
perity. 


ANTI-BIBLE SOCIETY MEETING AT THE 
FREEMASONS’ TAVERN, 


The walls of this Metropolis having been 
posted with placards, calling upon the sub- 
scribers and friends of the Bible Society 
to deliberate upon measures necessary to 
be taken respecting the alleged proceedings 
of its Committee, a crowded meeting was 
held at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great 
Queen Street, on Friday morning, Sept. 15, 

826. 

Before the chair was taken, and also 
during the discussion, printed hand-bills, 
of which the following is a copy, were 
generally circulated through the room. 


** Copy of the Pleadings in the Proceed- 
ings against the Committee of the Bible 
Society, at Freemasons’ Tavern, Friday, 
Sept. 15. 

- © Memorial 

‘* Left in the Society’s Committee Room. 

‘¢ Proposition 1. That the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Bible Soci 
have departed very far from the line of 
condact prescribed for them by that In- 
stitution’s original laws, and have con- 
ducted its concerns on principles which 
are contrary to its stipulations with the 
christian public, and totally different from 
those on which they were conducted dur- 
ing the first years of its existence, the 
underwritten is ready to prove from the 
Society’s own shewing. 

‘¢ Proposition 2. That the system which 
they have substituted is inconsistent with 
the interests of true religion at home and 
abroad, the same is also prepared to de- 
monstrate. 

** The above Propositions are respect- 
fully submitted to the serious consideration 
of that Committee, this third day of July, 
1826. ; 

(Signed) ‘* W. Witiiams, B.D., 
an original Member. 


** On the 7th of August, the title-page 
of a book intended to establish the truth 
of the above propositions was delivered by 








the author who is above-named to the 
noble President, Lord Teigamouth, with 
@ request that they might be properly dis- 
cussed either then and there, or any when 
and where it pleased his Lordship and the 
Committee, with an expression of sincere 
regret that the Committee’s apparent ua- 
concern bad compelled the author to 
quote much of the works of their oppo- 
nents in the north, in order to establish 
the truth of his second proposition; and 
the only observation that was made in reply 
was, that he could do. himself no good by 
dependance on the correctness or veracity 
of Scottish writers. 

* On Sept. 4th, a written document was 
handed to the noble President, as follows, 
by Mr. Williams: ‘* I do hereby respect- 
fully submit that a motion should be made 
tor a resolution to this effect, viz. ‘ That 
a general meeting of the members of 
the British and Foreign Bibie Socicty 
be convened (by advertisement) at the 

* Freemasons’ Tavern, or elsewhere, within 
eight.days from the date hereof. N,B.The 
subjects of discussion at such a meeting 
to be the two propositions respectfully 
submitted to the consideration of this 
Committee on the 3d of July last, &c.’”’ 
And as no one seconded this motion when 
made, his Lordship did read, at Mf. Wil- 

liams’s request, the counterpart of the 
document; as follows: ‘I give notice, 
that unless yon advertise a general meet- 
ing, and inform me of it by to-morraw 
night, I will advertise one that shall be 
convened next week.’ 
<<W. Wutums, B.D. 
‘€ A surviving Friend.of the 
Soeiety’s Projector.” 
*¢ Eari Sireet, Sept. 4, 1826.” 


‘Soon alter twelve-o’clock, the appointed 
éhour, the .cry of “*Chair! chair!” when 
at length the Rev. W. Williams, B.D., 
of Chelsea, made his appearance, with 
a large blue bag and a: pile of pn- 
pers. Having disposed of them, he be- 
gan.to address‘the meeting, when a cry 
of Chair!’ Jed him to propose, “ ‘Phat 
the iRev. G. Mutter, of St. Margaret’s 
Chapel, Broadway, Westminster, take the 
hair.” ‘This being most decidedly de- 
clined, a gentleman moved, ‘* ‘That the 
Rev: Dr. ‘Cox, of ‘Hackney, should be 
called upon to preside,” which was carried 
with acclamations. Dr. Cex stated, “‘ that 
he was most unexpectedly called to occupy 
the chair. He came simply and solely to 
hear-the proceedings, without intending to 
‘take any part in the business of the 
day. He only, therefore, consented to 
preside, because he saw many gentlemen 
of the bighest respectability present, who 
knew how to act with prudence and mo- 
deration, by which means the question 
would. be set at rest, and the public mind 
tranguillized.”” 
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_The Rev. Gentleman frequently 
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Mr, Williams then advanced, ap 
to address the chair; but, looking for 
some documents, a pause ensued, and the 
attention of the chair not having 
claimed, the Rev. J.Blackburn, of Penton. 
ville, rose and said,‘‘ That having last night 
learned from the number of the Monthly 
tracts of the Society just published, that the 
Committee have in preparation explana- 
tions for the satisfaction of the friends of 
the Society on parts of their past trans- 
actions, which have been misrepresented in 
various publications, it appeared to him 
to be alike opposed to the feelings of Eng. 
lishmen and Christians, to: proceed to any 
resolutions, until those explanations were 
published. He therefore begged to more, 
That this meeting do now adjourn.” 
Captain Fleming seconded the motion, 
which was received with great spplause, 
The Rey. —— Crosbie, a clergyman of 
Ireland, who, by the sentiments he ad- 
vanced, appeared opposed to the constitu. 
tion of the Society itself, argued, that the 
Committee should be- prepared at a mo- 
ment’s warning to meet all -charges, ani 
satisfy the pablie mind. When chargeswere 
offered to be established by proof, they 
ought not to be cushioned j ‘ 
advanced 


opinions, which met with the clamorous 
opposition of the meeting, and which re- 
quired the interposition of the Chairman. 

The Rev. W. Williams then rose to 
state his charges; but at the onset al- 
luded to a report of his having prosecuted 
&@ poor man under the game laws ; |he was 
interrupted by a burst of opposition and 
cries, ‘* What have the game laws todo 
with the question.”’ . The Chairman begged 
Mr. W. to speak to the question, sand 
not .to wander intoa long detail of irrele- 
vant mutter. .Mr. Williams ‘then intro- 





duced ‘his three propositions ; when the 
-Rev. G. S. Evans: remarked, that the ques- 
ition of adjournment should be first dis- 


posed of, to which the Chairman assented, 
and said, that if it should be negatived, 
Mr.W, would then have an opportunity of 
addressing the meeting. 

Messts.* Williams and Crosbie wished to 
move an amendment, which was however 
overruled, as irregular, upon’a question 
adjournment. © ‘ 

— Cumming, Esq. of Cork, made game 
very animated and eloquent remarks 

on some of the sentiments advanced by 
Mr, Crosbie, and which led -to some ¢k 
planation on the part of that Rev. Gentle: 
man. ; 

The Rev. J. Hinton, of Reading, xe 
commended .the adoption of the motion 
for adjournment on grounds distinct from 
any that had been yet offered. They ll 
seemed convineed that the Bible Society 
had nothing to fear from a full examine- 
tion of their conduct. If, thereforgs he 
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wished the meeting to adjourn, it was not 
because he was afraid of the result of an 

, but because the mode of trying 
the merits or demerits of the Society was 
jnexpedient. The fair way of appealing to 
public opinion, was through the press, 
which was open to every body. Through 
this channel an appeal was made to the 
anderstanding. 

Mr. Williams.--Yes, but you must have 

——(Order, order, chair, chair.) 
- Mr. Hinton continued. The whole sub- 
ject would then be exposed to the cool and 
dispassionate consideration of all who read 
it, and at a comparatively small expense. 
But the mode now adopted was not so 
much an address to the understanding as to 
the feelings ; nor could it be expected that 
the Bible Suciety could be prepared at the 
instant to answer the charges that might 
be brought against them. (Mr Williams 
—How at the instant, when they have had 
notice of the charges?) Leaving out of 
the {question whether they were right or 
wrong, he thought the present an unfair 
éndinexpedient mode of trying their con- 
duct, and therefore hoped the meeting 
would adjourn , 
* Mr. Williams then begged to say a few 
words, but was obliged to sit down amid 
tries of “ Spoke, spoke,” and ‘ order, 
order.” 
Mr. Richman supported the adjourn- 
ment, on the ground of it being probable 
that many, like himself, had heard nothing 
of the meeting till this morning. He did 
not fear discussion, for the more the So- 
ciety was examined the better. It would 
come out of the fire unsullied. But this 
was neither the proper time or place for 
the inquiry. Mr. Williams would lose no- 
thing by delay : he would rather gain. 

Mr. Jones rose, amid cries of ‘‘ Name, 
and who are you?’”’ 1 am a fellow-coun- 
tryman of Mr. Williams.--(A laugh.) It 
was remarked by somebody that Mr. Wil- 
liams was in a state of irritation, and if he 
continued so he was afraid it would go 
abroad that Welchmen were too hot in 


their tempers. He would, therefore, do: 


himself and the Institution more credit, 

if he deferred his ch to a time when 

they could be di d with more cool- 

ness. and deliberation. than they could be 
now. 

Mr. Williams.--Where are my books 
that were on the table? Don’t take away 
taht I gave two months’ notice 
these charges—they can’t complain on 
that head. 


The Rev. G. Mutter was sorry, that 
all this discussion had unnecessarily taken 
Place ; for, if Mr. Williams had been heard 
at the beginning, it would have been all 
over now. If this meeting adjourn, it will 
leave the impression that the Society were 
not able to meet the charges. (Hissiag.) 
Itwas not very honourable in that body 
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of gentlemen in the corner, who came~ 
from the Bible Society, to attempt to put 
down discussion by hissing. (Great uproar 
and confusion for some minutes.) As soon 
as Order was restored, 

The Chairman rose--I hope gentlemen 
will speak without indulging in person- 
alities. / ’ 

Mr. Mutter resumed.—He equally dis- 
approved of the spirit of Mr. Williams and 
of the counter-spirit of the other a 
He wished they had chosen hemes hed 
and showed more of the christian spirit, 
Let them hear Mr. Williams for five mi- 
nutes, and then decide whether it would 
be expedient to hear him further. 

The Rev. J. Blackburn, who had 
been sitting in the corner alluded to, said, 
though he had been residing in the metro- 
polis four years, tie had been but once in 
the Committee-room ; and on the subj 
that engaged their attention to-day, he 
not communicated with any person. He 
hoped the good sense of the meeting would 
support the question of adjournment. 

The question was then put, when the 
whole meeting, with a very few exceptions, 
held up their hands for the question. 

The thanks of the meeting were returned 
to the Rev, Dr. Cox, for his very proper 
conduct in the chair. 

The Rev. Dr. Cox hoped, that the 
Bible Society would give an explana- 
tion, at the proper time, satisfactory to. 
the meeting, and creditable to themselves ; 
after which he left the chair, when the 
greater part of the audience retired, but 
a few remained to listen to the incoherent 
harangues of the Rev. Mr. Williams, who 
proved by his conduct, if farther evidence 
were necessary, that his mental infirmities 
rendered him an object of pity rather than 
of censure. We rejoice to learn, that a 
strong disposition existed in the minds of 
the audience to defend the Committee 
from ungenerous imputations. 


THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY’S 
REGULATION, 


As referenve has been frequently made 
amongst Dissenters to @ singular excep- 
tion, made in favour of Dissenting mini- 
sters, by his Lordship of Salisbury, in his 
Letter relative to Candidates for Orders : 
we insert the extract, feeling perfectly 
tranqual as to its influence on the minds 
of our brethren in the ministry.—‘* To 
my rule of admitting none but graduates 
as candidates, I make one exception, and 
that is, in the case of Dissenting ministers 
of orthodox persuasion, who were pre- 
cluded from an university education by 
their dissent from the E ished Church, 
but who, having renounced their former 
ministry, and made a public declaration 
of their reasons for so doing, can bring 
sufficient testimonials to their ‘moral 
character, from respectable persons of 
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their former connection, and from bene- 
ficed clergymen of the Established 
Church.” 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR THE EXILED SWISS 


MINISTERS. 
Amount, from the last state- 
_ ment -.- - = = - = 11817 2 


William Skinner, Esq. Bristol 20 0 0 

Miss Atkin and Friends, Mor- 
peth - - - = =--+ - O12 6 
£139 9 8 

The accounts ‘of distribution given in 
our last Magazine, do not include the 
balance above stated, which the Com- 
mittee are waiting to apportion, as soon 
as they shall receive the necessary infor- 
mation. They are greatly disappointed by 
the delay of the expected communications, 
which they have, by repeated letters, ur- 
gently requested from their coadjutors at 
Paris. They suppose that this hindrance 
¥s occasioned by the difficulties experienced 
in arranging the emigration to New Or- 
Teans, which has been proposed to some 
of the exiles. Of any furtier information 
upon the ‘state of the Canton of Vaud, 
they are thus left destitute. The following 
facts they have derived from the Archives 
du Christianisme.* 

The Monthly Missionary Prayer Meet~ 
ing, held at Bex, on April 3d, was in- 
vaded* and broken up by the police; and 
it was expected that prosecutions would 
be instituted against those who were prin- 
cipaily engaged in it. 

« The [iissicnary Society of GENEvA, 
held a general meeting, on April 12, in 
one of the churches of the city, which had 
been granted for this purpose. Mons. 
Peschier, ‘one of the pastors and profes- 
sors, presided on the occasion. The attend- 
ance was very numerous; and there was 
a considerable number of ministers from 
the Canton of Vaud, who took a part in 
this Christian solemnity. Messrs. Peschier, 
Coulin, and Gaussen delivered addresses, 
which greatly interested their hearers, in 





* An excellent and truly evangelical 
magazine, published at Paris, and which 
would be a very useful and pleasing work 
for the readers of French in this country. 
This, and other French works, founded 
on scriptural principles, and which have 
been published within the last few years at 
Paris, Geneva, &c., should be employed in 
our Ladies’ and other Boarding Schools, 
instead of the tales and stories, often of an 
injurious moral tendeucy, which are gene- 
rally used ! may be obtained in 


London, of the French booksellers ; and 
the prices are very moderate. The Ar- 
chives, like all French periodical publica- 
tions, require to be subscribed for by the 
year, 9s. 
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avonr of this best of causes.” — 
Sor June. Ante 
In the Archives for July, we find a] 
** Declaration against the Intolerance of 
the Canton of Vaud,” drawn up by Mons, 
Gardes, one of the pastors of Nismes, 
It argues powerfully against the conduct 
of the Lausanne government, from the 
principles of natural right, from sound 
policy, from the odium which their con. 
uct has brought upon them in France, 
England, and Germany, and from the na. 
ture of religion. A shorter declaration or 
protest is-annexed to it, and signed by 
twenty Protestant pastors in the South of 
France, of whom five are Presidents of 
Consistories. For the Committee, 


London, Sept. 12, 1826. J. Pye Smita, 


THE RELIGIOUS OPINIONS OF THE 
MOMIERS. 


(To the Editors.) 
GENTLEMEN,—It must be known to al- 
mostevery reader of your Magazine, thata 
violent persecution has for some time 
been carried on in the Pays du Vaud, in 
Switzerland, and a Protestant State, against 
certain Dissenters from the established 
faith, who read their - Bibles, and ex- 
pound them to one another, and whom 
they stigmatize under the name of Mo- 
miers. As a specimen of the doctrine 
they are taught, 1 beg to send you a tra s- 
lation of a letter from one female to ano- 
ther; from the “introductory remarks, 
which I omit, it appears that the writer 
is in the working class of society. 

16th October, 1825, 

Dear Cousin,—It is a long time since 

I received any of your letters, and 1 was 
almost led to believe you had ceased to 
write me; when your last, which | re- 
ceived some weeks ago, undeceived me in 
this respect, it gave me joy, by bringing 
good accounts of you and your family; 
but above all, in letting me know that 
the Lord gives you grace to continue to 
walk in his ways, which alone lead to life; 
for there is but one way which conducts 
us to eternal happiness : if we have believed 
the word of our God, if we have had that 
true faith in our hearts, which alone cao 
save the soul from eternal perdition, which: 
we have all merited, since ‘‘ the wages of 
sin is death,’”’ and, as the Scripture says, 
we are all born insin, that our hearts ore 
wholly evil, deceitful, and desperately wicked 
above all things ;* seeing then our nature is 
under condemnation, ought we not un- 
ceasingly to bless God with our whole 
heart, that he hath of his infinite good- 
ness made us acquainted with the only 
way of salvation which is given to man? 
Yes ; his goodness has been so great, that 
he has given his Son, the express image of 
his person, by whum all things were made, 
He willingly left the realms of glory, to 
descend into this vale of misery, and to 
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die for the salvation of his people. O! 
Jet us then bless him, and. Jet us unceas- 
ingly ask of him to change our hearts of 
stone into hearts of flesh, that we may love 
him, and feel the value of his benefits! 
Let us bless him above all, that the salva- 
tion which he bestows on us is a free gift, 
for if merit were required, in order to 
obtain it, alas! we must despair, whea we 
discover in ourselves so much coldness, 
misery, and hardness of. heart ; but the 
righteousness of God is unto all, and upon all 
that believe; and we are saved freely by his 
, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus. Salvation being bestowed ypon all 
thuse who have true faith ; let us care- 
fully examine if we have that saving faith, 
since it is the one ‘thing needful ; it is very 
important to know on what we rely ; for 
death may every instant surprise us, and 
what shali become of us, if the door be 
sbut against us, as was the case with those 
fuolish virgins who, to the eyes of men, 
appeared tu be waiting for the bridegroom : 
nothing distinguished them from the 
others; they had lamps, but had no oil, 
that is, they had not the Spirit of God 
abiding in them; they were of those of 
whom the apostle says, having a form of 
iness, but denying the power thereof.” 
2 Tim. iii.5. I hope, dear Cousin, that 
neither you nor | shall be in this case, 
aud that the Lord has given us both the 
true faith, which consists in the assurance 
that Jesus has borne our sins, and has for 
ever delivered us from them ; that since 
they have been laid on him, they can be 
no more on us; it is a finished work, all 
our sins are cast into the depths of the 
sea, they will be no more remembered ; 
and in exchange he has given us his righ- 
teousness, that we may appear holy, without 
spot, irreprehensible before God. If we 
believe in Jesus Christ as a Saviour, we 
ought to believe that he saved us when he 
was nailed to the accursed tree, when he 
was made a cursé¢ for us, that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him, 
When I began to correspond with you, 
my dear Cousin, | was destitute of that 
true faith which saves—that new birth, of 
which our Saviour speaks to Nicodemus, 
had not been wrought in me ; I was con- 
cerned for my salvation, which I thought 
a thing very.necessary ; but I wished to be 
saved partly by my own works, and partly 
by the blood of Christ. 1 believed, what 
many yet believe, that Jesus only granted 
salvation on certain conditions, which, if 
we had not fulfilled, we could not hope to 
be saved; but in spite of all my efforts, 
I found myself so far deficient in that 
obedience which the Gospel requires, that 
I was often in great pain and agony of 
mind, and { earnestly desired to find some 
one who would tell me if I had true faith 
or not ; the prayer was heard by our good 
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God, and abont two years ago he sent 
me one of his faithful servants, who showed 
me, that if I had not assurance of my sal- 
vation through the blood of Jesus Christ, 
l had not that faith. At the same time, 
he proved to me, from the Word of God, 
what I ought to believe; among other 
things, he showed me from Eph. ii. and 
other similar places, where it is said, 
** By grace are ye saved, through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God ;’” 
that word, ye are, struck me, and | re- 
marked, that every where else it is said, 
ye are saved, not shall be saved; after hav- 
ing examined attentively all these passages, 
the Lord was pleased*to open my heart, 
as he did formerly that of Lydia, ‘to be- 
lieve al] the things that are contained in 
his good word, Since then, | have doubted 
no more, and | was so happy with this 
assurance that I was saved for eternity, 
that I unceasingly said to myself, * this is 
no delusion, it, is quite sure, it is God’s 
word that has assured thee.” Since ther, 
the world appeared to me quite other- 
ways than before, I thought this must be 
the new truth spoken of in John iii., for the 
world, which I had loved, now appeared 
to me dung in comparison with the know- 
ledge of Jesus my Saviour; I desired to 
live only for him, and this is always my 
aim, although I have to combat against 
the flesh and its inclinations, which war 
against us while we.are in this body of 
sin ; but I have confidence in this good 
warfare, knowing that we are more than cor 
querers through hem that loved us, 

Do not take it amiss, my dear Cousin, 
that I have spoken so much respecting 
what passed in my own mind; for, from 
the love I bear you, | am anxious to know 
if you have that living faith. I have given 
you all these details, that you also may 
examine if you possess it, and that you 
may see whether you are not seeking 
something in yourself to bring as a part of 
the price of your salvation. Think that 
any thing we could bring must be a righ- 
teousness of our own, and that there is 
nothing removes us so much from the 
Saviour. We ought certainly to do works, 
not to merit heaven, but because we are 
sound,. We ought to glorify God in our 
bodies and spirits, which are his. -If we 
are the children of God, we ought to con- 
duct ourselves as fellow-citizens of the 
saints, and not as the children of the 
wicked one. For that let us unceasing! 
watch and pray, following the order whic 
our good Saviour has left us; above all, 
requesting that we live in habitual.com- 
munion with himself, for as he himself has 
said, without me ye can do nothing. If we 
would bear fruit, we must abide ip him, 
as the branch in the vine; it is in him 
alone that we can obtain all strength ; it 
is in his word only that we can find the 
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needful directions; it should be a lamp to 
our feet, and a light to our paths ; it alone 
contains all the nourishment which our 
souls need; and the more we draw from 
that pete fountain, the more_riches we 
shal] find. I have remarked, with pain, 
dear Cousin, that you appear to lay aside 
this good word of our God, and to study 
the writings of men, where error is always 
to be met with; even the best are not 
without alloy. I have read, at least in 
part, those which you recommend, but I 
have found that they withdraw from the 
simplicity which js in Christ, and plunge 
into reasonings unprofitable for salvation, 
and it may be into errors in matters of 
faith. Again, I pray you, dear Cousin, 
employ the little time your employment 
leaves you to read the word of life ; it is 
the hammer that breaks the rock; it is a 
two-ed, sword that pierces to the divi- 
sion of joints and marrow; it will cause 
you to make more progress in the christian 
life than thousands of thousands of vo- 
lumes of the works of men. But you 
surely are not ignorant that we ought to 
read it with a spirit of prayer, that God 
would grant his Spirit to enable us to un- 
derstand his word. Let us pray before 
we read, while we read, and after we read. 
This is the way to understand what we 
read ; for unless the Spirit of God apply 
it to our hearts, we may read for years, 
and not find its quickening influence in 
ourselves. You will perceive the more you 
read the more will your desire increase, 
and you will consider time spent in other 
reading as lost. 

I regret that the distance is so great 
between us; I would have much pleasure 
in corresponding often with you on these 
subjects; and if we could talk face to 
face, I would have yet more to say to you. 
But seeing this is impossible, | trust you 
will write me as often as opportunity 
occurs ;"and object freely, if you are 
not satisfied with any thing I have said. 
Tell me how your soul prospers. Have 


you perfect e? Are you assured that 
an peace is made? that you are saved? 
hope you bring up your daughters in 


the knowledge of the truth. Do not teach 
them fables, teach them bymns or psalins. 
My nephews have been taught, since they. 
were six years of age, to commit to me- 
mory passages of God’s word: it is of 
importance to form the young mind, in 
the very entry of life, to the knowledge of 
God. I have no doubt you will give this 
all your care ; but if you cannot attend to 
them yourself, beware you do not trust 
them with ns of whose piety you are 
doubtful ; I would wish only to confide 
them to a true Christian. I should have 
much pleasure in taking the charge of 
them, if you were near, and my occupa- 


tions would permit ; but I hope the Lord 
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will enable you to do what is needfal-. 


You have no doubt been informed of the 
death of your aunt * * * *; she waga. 
very long time badly; I trust she was 
made ready for her passage to the eternal 
world. God had granted her grace to 
understand his word; and when we saw 
her, she appeared to seek her salvation in 
Jesus. But a death-bed conversion is, 
very difficult ; then the pains absorb alj 
our thoughts. It is a long time since we 
have seen your sister * * * *, The last 
time she was here, this summer, she ap- 
peared decided not to come to yon, and [ 
was not teo anxious to disengage her from. 
her masters, who seem attached to her. 

All our family are well, thanks be to 
the Lord, who blesses us with all sort of, 
benedictions. He vouchsafed to move us 
for a time to draw us to himself. These 
trials have been blessed to every one of 
us, Whom God bas called to himself-by, 
his grace; so that 1, with my brethren 
and sisters, march in the same road, being, 
bound together by the bond of peace 
which is found in Jesus. 

Our God has given us also the grace, 
that our house serves as a rendezvous to 
those souls whom he has awakened, in 
calling them.out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light. We unite to edify one ar- 
other by the word of our God, and singing 
his praises; we are then happy, as you 
may judge, after what I have told you. 
We prefer the reproach which the love of 
Jesus brings, to all the riches and honours 
of Egypt. We have, moreover, cause to 
bless the Lord, because he advances his 
kingdom in our country, in spite of the 
opposition of Satan, who raises persecu- 
tions against the children of God. There 
is a remarkable awakening ; conversions 
are made on every side. e see that the 
Spirit of God bloweth where he will; and 
although we understand not the sound, it 
is known by its effects; he enables his 
faithful «servants to speak with boldness, 
and he does wonders by their means. My 
dear mother, whom God preserves in good 
health, wishes much love to you, as do 
also my sisters. Give our love also to all 
your family ; entreat your sisters, in my 
name, to attend to their souls, which are 
immortal, and may be every moment called 
to appear before a severe Judge, if they 
are not reconciled by the blood of Jesus. 
If, on the contrary, their peace is made, tell 
them how pleasant the moment of death 
will be, seeing it will be the commence- 
ment of eternal happiness, that happiness 
which Jesus merited by his death for the 
elect. Let them not omit to occupy them- 
selves with the one thing needful, which 
they may do without neglecting their 
household or their children. 

That our good God and Father may 
continue to bless you with all spiritual 
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blessings im Jesus Christ, that you may 
w in the knowledge of him and his 
grace, is the prayer made for you, by 
Your affectionate Cousin, e 
*@ 


Should any be apt to say the Swiss 
girl’s faith has too much assurance in it, 
let them be reminded that perhaps theirs 
has too little. Let them also be reminded 
that at present the poor Christians of the 
Pays du Vaud are exposed to ail the per- 
secutions that were endured by the first 
believers: who spake of their faith with 
much confidence. Paul, in the prospect 
of death, Anew whom he had believed ; 
and the strength of God’s people is as 
their day.. Let lukewarm Christians fear ; 
balf measures will not be sufficient. De- 
votedness to God is the Christian’s every- 
day duty. 

NEW PRESBYTERIAN CHAPEL AT 

DROGHEDA, IRELAND. 
About six years ago, the Presbyterian 
of Ireland resolved on sending 
Missionaries to the east, south, and west 
of that country; and as Drogheda was 
one of the most unenlightened towns in 
the kingdom, missionary operations were 
commenced there. The Rev. Josias Wil- 
son was appointed to this station about 
four years ago, which is the first-fruit of 
the mission, When he went to Drogheda, 
he could not calculate on more than fifteen 
hearers ; he had a very incommodious and 
temporary place of worship, which has 
hitherto been detrimental to the cause 
of his mission: he had no elders, and no 
communion. Now he has a regularly 
organized church, consisting of sixty-five 
members, and a very encouraging attend- 
ance on his ministry. Besides Drogheda, 
Mrs Wilson regularly preaches in. Slane, 
Collon, Navan, and Queensborough. His 
congregation in Drogheda, though com- 
paratively very small and poor, have com- 
menaced the building of a chapel, the want 
of which has been hitherto so detrimental 
to their good cause, and the Mayor of 
has countenanced the object by 
laying the foundation stone ; but with the 
utmost exertions of the congregation, and 
other benevolent friends, they are yet very 
deficient in funds for completing the build- 
» F Mr, Wilson has come to England to 
it assistance for this object. He begs 
to mention, that there is no town in Ire- 
more in need of missionary exertions 
than Drogheda, the proportion’ of Catho- 
lics to Protestants being about fifteen to 
one ; and yet so favourable is the feeling 
of many respectable Roman Catholics in 
Drogheda to this mission, that they have 
Voluntarily subscribed about .¢30. for the 
ing of this house of worship. 


THE HOXTON ACADEMY ASSOCIATION. 

On the morning of Wednesday, Septem- 
ber 6th, the Tenth Annual Meeting of the 
Association of Ministers educated at Hox- 
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ton Academy was held in the Library of 
Highbury College; when the Rev. I. Cob- 
bin, M.A., the senior minister present, 
was called to preside. An able and in- 
teresting Essay was read by the Rev. Tho- 
mas James, of Woolwich, on the following 
subject: ‘* Does the death of Christ bear 
any relation, and if any, what relation to 
the human race at large? or how are we 
to understand those texts of Scripture 
which speak of the Saviour as dying for 
the world ?”” which produced a very in- 
teresting and important discussion. 
Amongst the various subjects that came 


under the consideration of the ministers. 


present, two were felt of paramount im- 
portance to the general interests of the 


Institution, viz. to free it from all petu- . 


niary embarrassment, and to increase the 
College Library. The following resolu- 
tions were therefore unanimously agreed to. 

1. That the ministers now present 
pledge themselves to use their best ex- 
ertions, as speedily as possible, to aug- 
ment the fund required to defray the ex- 
penses incurred by the erection of Highbury 
College; and they most respectfully and 
affectionately entreat their absent brethren 
whe have been educated at Hoxton Aca- 
demy, to unite with them in these im- 
portant efforts. 

2. That the ministers now assembled, 


feeling the importance of increasing the. 


Library of this College, engage to use 
their best exertions amongst their friends 
to obtain donations of books or money for 
that purpose; and they beg to urge on 
their absent brethren’ similar efforts, that 
the extent of the Library may be in some 
measure proportionate to the growing im- 
portance of the College. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE SUBSCRIBERS 
TO HOXTON ACADEMY. 

On the evening of Wednesday, Sept. 6, 
the Annual -General Meeting of the sub- 
scribers and friends of the Hoxton Aca- 
demy was held, Thomas Wilson, Esq., in 
the chair, who called upon the Rev. T. 
Weaver, of Shrewsbury, to open the busi- 
ness with prayer. , 

The Rev. H. Burder, M. A., read the 
report, which stated, that, during the past 
year, fifteen students have been jintro- 
duced to the ministry by this Institution ; 
that Dr. Harris had retired from the re- 
sidency, but retains the theological chair ; 
and that the Rev. Robert Halley, late of 
St. Neot’s, had accepted the classical tu- 
torship, vacant-by the death of Mr, Hooper, 


together with the residency at Highbury | 


College. It farther stated, that the Trea- 
surer ig in advance for the current ex- 
penses of the year, £291. 16s, 6d. 

The several resolutions were moved and 
supported by the Rev. Messrs. J. Hunt, of 
Chelmsford, R. Philip, J.Campbell, R. Hal- 
ley, R.H,Shepherd, Dr. Philip, J.Stratten, 
T. James, J, Hall, and T. Pellatt, Esq. 
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Considerable interest was excited by a 
reference to the fact, that the College was 
opened.at Bartholomew tide, a period so 
memorable in the annals of Noncon- 
formity, and which event was thus most 
appropriately celebrated by the opening of 
a College, from which Acts of Uniformity 
will never eject its inmates. 

THE WESLEYAN METHODIST CONFERENCE, 

The Eighty-third Annual Conference of 
the Methodist Preachers was held at Liver- 
pool, on Wednesday, July 26, 1826, and 
following days. 

The Rev. Richard Watson was elected 
President, and the Rev. Jabez Bunting 
Secretary to the Conference. 

The following particulars, from its pub- 
lished minutes, will be acceptable to our 
readers. : 

Forty preachers were received into full 
connexion. : 

Twenty-four preachers have died during 
the past year. 

Four preachers have ceased to travel. 

The number of regular travelling preach- 
ers, and of supernumeraries, and super- 
annuated preachers, is as follows, viz. 

In Great Britaix : 

Regular preachers . . . . 733 

Supernumerary and superan- 

ae eee ee 


— &14 
In Ireland: 
Regular preachers . . . . 83 
Irish missionaries . . . . 21 
Supernumerary and superan- 
nuated preachers . . . - : 
— 138 
In the Foreign Stations : 
Regular preachers and assist- 
ant Missionaries . . . « 149 
Supernumerary and superan- 
munted. «0 2 ie © « 
— 152 


Total number of Anglican 
Methodist Preachers . . 1104 

The number of members in Great Bri- 
tain is 231,045, being an increase of 
1,378 members during the past year. 

Ditto in Ireland 22,514, being an in- 
crease of 437. 

Ditto in Foreign Stations 32,960, being 
an increase of 626. 

General total of members under the 
care of the British and Irish Conferences, 
286,519 ; making an increase in the con- 
nexion, during the past year, of 2,441 
members. 5 

To these must be added the returns of 
the several Wesleyan Conferences in the 
United States of America, for 1825 ; from 
which it appears, that the total number of 
regular circuit preachers, supernumerary 
and superannuated missionaries to the In- 
dians, &c. is 1,314 ; 

And that the number of members is as 
follows :— 


Religious Intelligence :— Miscellaneous. 





[Octoder, 
Whites . . . . 291,007 
Coloured and Blacks 49,433 
Indians . ... 704 

—— — 341,144 
being an increase of 19,672 members dur. 
ing the past year. 

The grand total of Wesleyan Methodists 
through the world, is 630,081, of whom 
2,418 are preachers in the connection, 

There were no deputies from the United 
States at the Conference; but a letter 
was addressed to them by the Rev. Bishops 
George and Hedding, on behalf of their 
brethren of the Episcopal Board. 

The answer of the British Conference, 
addressed to the Bishops of the Metho. 
dist Socicties, contains the following pas- 


sages. ‘‘ We affectionately hope, that no. 


difference. of opinion which may exist 


amongst you, on minor points of ecclesi.’ 


astical government, will be allowed to 
excite unfriendly feeling, to retard the pro- 


* gress of your ministerial labours, or to 


impair any part of that system of disci- 
pline, which relates to the more essential 
and vital principles of our original con- 
stitution.”—** From the peculiar dis. 
tresses of the present times, many of our 
people have suffered considerably in their 
temporal circumstances, and our plans 
for extending and establishing the cause 
of God have in some degree been im- 
peded.””—** We cannot this year report a 

large increase of numbers; but we 
trust, that we are still favoured with a 
considerable degree of religious pros- 
perity.”* 

A paragraph in the Liverpool Advertiser 
announced, that it had been determined in 
Conference to appoint three of the leading 
preachers as Bishops, with an episcopal 
or overlooking power; and it further 
ventured to name the gentlemen who 
are to be elevated to this new episcopate. 
No such determination, however, is re- 
corded in the published minutes, and we 
presume has not been adopted. But it is 
evident, that the step from district to gene- 
ral superintendents is not great, especially 
after the American Conferences have 
made it. .The absence of lay represen- 


tation in the Conference may also facili-’ 


tate its accomplishment, whenever it is 
formally introduced into the British Con- 
ference. 

CHAPELS OPENED. 

June 27, a new Independent Chapel, 
capable of seating between three and four 
hundred persons, was opened at Ingle- 
white, a village near Preston. The Kev. 
J. Speakman, of Tockholes, preached in 
the morning; and the Rev. L. Forster, 
of Blackburn, in the afternoon. ‘The de- 
votional parts of the services were con- 
ducted by the Rey; D. Edwards, of 
Elswick, and Rev. D. T. Carnson, of 
Preston. 

The above chapel has been erected by 
the executors of Mr, Birch, out of a sum 
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of money bequeathed by him for that pur- 
, and likewise to aid in the support of 
aminister of the: Independent denomina- 
tion to preach the Gospel in the chapel. 

July 9, a new Independent Chapel, 
measuring 60 feet by 54; situate in Can- 
pon Street, Preston, was opened for public 
worship. The Rev. R. S. M‘All, of Mac- 
clesfield, preached in the morning, and 
evening of the Lord’s-day. On Monday 
evening, the Rev. J. Ely, of Rochdale, 

hed. The devotional parts of the 
services were conducted by the Rev. R. 
Slate, of Grimshaw Street, Preston, and 
the Rev. R. M. Griffiths, of Kirkham. 
Collections made after the services, 
amounted to £43. The above chapel 
has been erected for the accommoda- 
tion of the church and congregation for- 
werly assembling in Fishergate Chapel, 
which for some time past was unable, not 
only to afford pews to accommodate such 
as applied for them, but even to accom- 
modate the scholars of the Sunday Schools 
connected with the place. Notwithstand- 
ing the great exertions of the church and 
congregation, a considerable debt remains 
upon the place, to liquidate a part of 
which an appeal must be made to the 
benevolence of the Christian public. 

On Wednesday, the 25d of August, 
was opened at Huntingdon, a new chapel 
for the worship of Protestant Dissenters. 
Attempts have been made, for several 
years, to establish a Dissenting interest 
in this town, but without success, till, 
three or four years back, another attempt 
was made, which, under the divine bles- 
sing has succeeded, even beyond the fond 
anticipations of its friends. During the 
last winter, the number of hearers was so 
much increased, as to render it neces- 
sary to pull down the old place, and 
rebuild ,it on a larger scale. This was 
commenced in April last, and the new 
building was opened on the above date, 
when three excellent sermons were preach- 
ed by the Rev. J Yockney, of Islington ; 
Rev. J. Simmons, of Olney; and Rev. J. 
Blackburn, of Pentonville. The attend- 
ance was good; the services were inte+ 


resting and profitable, and the presence of ~ 


the Lord Jesus was felt and enjoyed. 
Near .£50. were collected in the day, 
and‘on the following Sabbath.. The erec- 
tion of the building has, of course, been 
a considerable expense, and one appeal 
will be made to the friends of the Gospel 
in the churches around, and at a greater 

. As a stimulus to those who 
are disposed to assist in this labour of 
love, it may be stated as a fact, that the 
new place (45 feet by 414) is comfortably 
filled; and that the congregation has 
increased within seventeen months, to at 
least three times the number. The popu- 
lation of Huntingdon, with the villages 
around, within a circle of three miles, 
18 not less than 7000 persons; and there 
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is no dissenting interest, except an avow- 
edly Antinomian one at Godmanchester, 
and a small Methodist Society at Hun- 
tngdon. This statement is sufficient to 
show, that the case is one of vast import- 
ance, and of awakening interest. 

On Thursday, August 31, a new Inde- 
pendent Chapel, in Rusholme Road, Man- 
chester, was opened-for divine’ worship. 
Sermons were preached by Messrs. Par- 
sons, of York, and Thorpe, of Bristol ; 
and devotional exercises were conducted 
by Messrs. Roby, Pridie, Coombs, Doney, 
and Birt. 

A chapel was opened at Bognor, Sussex, 
on the 3lst of August, 1826. The Rev. 
J. Griffin, of Portsea, preached in the 
morning ; and the Rev.J. Turnbull, A. B. 
of Brighton, in the evening. The Rev. 
Messrs. Goulty, Edwards, Davies, Ban- 
nister, Stamper, and Drury conducted the 
devotional parts of the service. This 
chapel has been erected under the patro- 
nage of the members of the Sussex Con- 
gregational Society: It was .formerly in 
connexion with the Hampshire Associa- 
tion, and was then situated at Birstead, a 
village about a mile distant. This spot 
being unfavourable for the attendance of 
the inhabitants of Bognor, it was pro- 
posed to remeve the chapel into the town. 
The Rev. Matthew Wilks, of London, 
having an eligible piece of land in the 
place, conveyed it over to trustees, and 
on this spot the chapel now stands. It 
will contain about two hundred persons; 
and since the opening, has been always 
well attended, and often filled. At pre- 
sent it is supplied by neighbouring and 
other ministers, under the direction of the 
Committee of the Congregational Society. 
The éxpense of the rebuilding, together 
with a school-room attached, will be 
about £300. It is hoped that the friends 
of religion, who may visit the Sussex 
coast, will now feel a stronger induce- 
ment to make an occasional residence in 
this pleasant and rural watering: place, 
with a view to countenance this effort, 
and extend the cause of Christ. 

ORDINATION. 

Tuesday, August 5, 1826, the Rev. 
Theophilus Davies was set apart to the pas- 
toral office over the Independent Church, 
Stourbridge. In the morning, the Rev. 
G. Redford, of Worcester, read the Scrip- 
tures and prayed; the Rev. J. Dawson, 
of Dudley, delivered the introductory dis- 
course, and asked the questions; the 
Rev. S. Barber, of Bridgnorth, offered 
up the ordination prayer; the Rev. J. A. 
James, of Birmingham, gave the charge 
from 1 Tim. iv. 6.; and the Rev. J. Hud- 
son, of Westbromwich, concluded with 
prayer. In the evening, the Rev. T.T.. 
Freeman, of Kidderminster, read the 
Scriptures and prayed; the Rev. T. 
East, of Birmingham, addressed the peo- 
ple from Philip, ii, 29.; and the Rev. Mr, 
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Evans, of Halesowen, concluded. The 
hymns were given out by the Rev. Messrs. 
Roaf, of Wolverhampton, and Matthews 
(Baptist), of Cradley. The chapel was 
crowded, and the sérvices were solemn 
and interesting. 

RECENT DEATHS. 

It is with sincere regret we announce 
the death of Dr. R&Ginaty HesBer, Bi- 
shop of Calcutta, who expired suddenly at 
‘Trichinopoly, on Monday, April 3d. He 
was upon a tour of episcopal visitation, 
and during the preceding week had been 
at the several Missionary stations in Tan- 
jore. He held a meeting with the Mis- 
sionaries on the Monday before his death, 
in the chapel where Swartz is interred, 
and he in his parting address observed, 
that it was probably the last time that all 
present could expect to meet in this world, 
and he therefore exhorted them to dili- 
gence and perseverance, and reminded 
them of the example of the venerable man, 
near whose grave he stood. Dr. Heber 
preached twice, and performed the office 
of confirmation on the Sabbath, and early 
on the mournful day on which he died, 
he visited a congregation of native Chris- 
tians, and on his return he went into a 
warm bath, as he had done on the pre- 
ceding days, when he was seized there with 
an apoplectic fit, and his servant being 
alarmed by his lengthened stay, entered the 
bath-room, and found, alas! that life was 
extinct. The elegant taste, catholic spirit, 
unwearied diligence, and we trust we may 
add unaffected piety of Dr. Heber, have en- 
deared bis name to thousands, and we 
confess, that if any thing could reconcile 
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us £6 episcopal jurisdiction, it would be 
its geutle and effective exercise by the 
hands of such a man as the second Bishop 
of Calcutta. 

Died, at Colchester, on Thursday, 
Aug. 17, in the 46th year of his age, 
the Rev. JoHN JENNINGS, for thirty. 
eight years pastor of the ancient Congre- 
gational Church at Thaxted, Essex. . This 
beloved and venerable man left his own 
home to attend the annual meeting of the 
Essex Auxiliary Missionary Society, held 
at Maldon. After enjoying that interest. 
ing service, he visited Harwich, where he 
was taken ill, and advised immediately to 
return home. He reached the house of 
a beloved relative at Colchester, where he 
rapidly grew worse, and expired. His 
remains were conveyed to Thaxted, and 
interred in the burial-ground of the meet- 
ing-house there. The Rev.J Morrison, 
of Stebbing, delivered the oration at the 
grave; and the Rev. W. Chaplin, of 
Bishop Stortford, preached the funerai 
discourse.— We hope to present our read- 
ers with a more extended notice of this 
highly-respected minister. 

NOTICE. 

The Third Anniversary Meeting of the 
Associate Fund, a Society for assisting 
and encouraging Protestant Dissenting 
Congregations in the Support of their Mini- 
sters, will be held at the Rev. S. Curwen’s 
Meeting, in Barbican, on Tuesday evening, 
the 31st Oct. 1826; previous to whicha 
sermon will be preached in support of its 
funds, by the Rev. Joseph Fletcher, A.M. 
of Stepney. The service to commence at 
half-past six in the evening precisely. 
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William Wright—-R. H. Shepherd--D. T. Carnson—Whitridge 


—J.§. Hine. 


Also from Messrs. J. B. Williams--J. Storer--J. Woodford, Jua.— Unus Seguntiorum 


—J. A.——An Inquirer—M. N. H. 
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urgiug upon us its immediate adopton. 
this task, irrespective of the assist 
We have therefore to beg 


to accomplish the task, to furnish us, before the 
their respective counties, 
where the Charth meets, 2. The name of the 


who are members of the 
Association, with the time of its meeting. And, 


names of 


ional Churches.—The suggestion of J.G. on this subject in our last 
iderabl tiom; and we have received several communitationh 
It is impossibie that we should pledge ourselves to accomplish 
of many correspondents, which is indispensable to ifs — 

those of our respected readers, who wish umber 
a complete List of Congregational Charches and a and who may 
20th of” 
observing the following arrangement. 
Pastor or Miniv 

whether occasioned by removal or death. 4. Where County Associations <= 
same. 5. Farnisb the name address of 


to see in our Supplement 


possess oca 
the present month, with a list of the Churches in 
1.’ The name of the town or village 
ter, 3. If the Charch he stale 
x the letter A. to the 
the Secretary of the 





those if any, in which the 


6. 
minister is not the Pastor.—This task is now in the bands of our friends, who, we trust, will promptly 
send us the required information either by a private conveyance or post paid, as the aggregate expense of 


correspondence woald be v conai 
. by = inquire whether an 
the ting Congregation at 
We know of no memoir of that respectable 
Dissentiog Churches, vol. ii. 


iderable, 

Portrait of 
iddermiuster, is in existence, 
man; but R. H. 8. will find a short notice of him in Wilson’s 


Rev. Francis Spilsbury, for thirty years the 
page Ty may be foind? 


Pp- 55, 56. ; 
J. Ws having observed that Docgregeiousi Churches have been sometimes troubled by the assumption. 


of uhscriptoral authority on the part of their 
other reason’ why the election to 


a troubled church the opportunity of electing-a more 


An hh 


which he refers. We have, daring the present year, had many of 
respecting the affairs of a public Society, 


deacons, begs to a if there 
that office should not be annual, which he conceives would give 
agreeable officer. " 


exist any scriptural or 


dings of the Society to 


r the 





Inguirer must forgive us for not inserting his Q 


ges occupied by one controverty 


pms 
and we are resolved not hastily to be involved in a second. . 
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